TRINITY MEMORIAL UNITED CHURCH
Good News: Much of what you see, hear, and experience during our worship is Metaphorical and Symbolic

April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
Holy Humour Sunday 
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We Approach
Acknowledgement of Territory & Statement of Inclusivity
Announcements, Joys, Celebrations
Lighting of the Christ Candle
On this 2nd Sunday of Easter, we shout and sing the glad news! Jesus Christ is risen indeed! 
We light the candle because he is here among us. Hallelujah! 
Amen.
Sing: “She Comes Sailing on the Wind” VU 380 (chorus)
She comes sailing on the wind, 
her wings flashing in the sun, 
on a journey just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.
Call to Worship:
Jesus calls us with a rollicking sense of humour, chuckling at our faltering steps.
We find it hard to believe that we are loved so deeply, so we giggle with the nervous laughter of disbelief.
God calls us amidst our everyday living, grinning at the irony of our actions.
May we, too, grin and allow laughter to fill our worship, feed our faith, and rejuvenate our spirit.
Hymn: “Joy Comes With the Dawn  VU 166
Refrain:  	Joy comes with the dawn;
		   		 joy comes with the morning sun;
	         	 joy springs from the tomb
	         	and scatters the night with her song,
	         	 joy comes with the dawn.
1	Weeping may come;
	weeping may come in the night,
	when dark shadows cloud our sight.  
				Joy comes with the dawn;
		   		 joy comes with the morning sun;
	         	 joy springs from the tomb
	         	and scatters the night with her song,
	         	 joy comes with the dawn.
2	Sorrow will turn,
	sorrow will turn into song,
	and God’s laughter make us strong. 
				Joy comes with the dawn;
		   		 joy comes with the morning sun;
	         	 joy springs from the tomb
	         	and scatters the night with her song,
	         	 joy comes with the dawn.
3	We will rejoice,
	we will rejoice, and give praise,
	to the One who brings us grace.
				Joy comes with the dawn;
		   		 joy comes with the morning sun;
	         	 joy springs from the tomb
	         	and scatters the night with her song,
	         	 joy comes with the dawn.
Opening Prayer 
Knock knock, who’s there? Lettuce. Lettuce who? Lettuce pray.” 
God of merriment, beckon us into the frolic of worship, that we may grasp your hand of new life. You are the joy in our happiness and in our sorrow. We pray for the gift of a holy sense of humour, the ability to laugh at ourselves, the ability to keep life in perspective. We rejoice in our transformation into people of joy and embracing our identity as your children. 
Amen.
Prayer of Confession
We are O God, a foolish people. We chase after seductions of the world, seeking self-importance in material possessions. We search for justification in life, but find ourselves making foolish choices, choosing power over instead of service with. We only see in a mirror darkly, and the murky reflection seems laughable. Show us, O God, the wholeness of our created nature and our potential for new ways of living. Come into our open hearts now, O God, helping us to laugh at our old ways, 
leading us into new lives of joy and love. Amen.
Sung Assurance: “Allelujah”
Left:		Allelu, Allelu, Allelu, Allelujah!
Right:	Praise Ye the Lord!
Left:		Allelu, Allelu, Allelu, Allelujah!
Right:	Praise Ye the Lord!

Right:	Praise Ye the Lord!
Left:		Allelujah! 
Right:	Praise Ye the Lord!
Left:		Allelujah! 
Right:	Praise Ye the Lord!
Left:		Allelujah!
ALL:	PRAISE YE THE LORD!
Passing the Peace: Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Take time to say hello to those in attendance.
Young @ Heart: “Joking Around”
Hymn: “Sing a Happy Hallelujah”  VU 224
Sing a happy hallelujah,
sing it out with heart and style,
we’re the echo of God’s laughter,
we’re the image of God’s smile.
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
We’re the proof of God’s good humour,
we’re the twinkle in God’s eye,
made to shine, reflect the glory,
given light and space to fly. 
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
Sarah laughed at God’s good timing,
Mary sang and David danced,
Jesus smiled and hugged the children,
so is life for us enhanced.  
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
Every day sing hallelujah!
We are loved, though so absurd,
human, foolish, chosen people,
God still takes us at our word!  
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
		Hallelujah, all creation,
		hallelujah everyone!
Service of the Word
Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 17: 1 – 8, 15 – 19
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Write these words in our hearts, Dear God.  
Anthem: “Be Thou My Vision” – Piano & Organ Duet
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Message: “Where is God?”  Rev. Tracy Fairfield
Good morning and Happy Easter Season! 
In typical good easter season fashion, woman invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to her six-year-old daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?” 
“I wouldn’t know what to say,” the little girl replied.
“Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the mother said.
The little girl bowed her head and said: “Dear Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?”
Laughter is one of the only tools that can get us through anything. When things seem dark, a good chuckle can give us a better perspective.
I need to admit my bias here— I like to laugh and I believe that God is in our laughter. I think that God wants us to laugh, And I think that it is about time that we felt like laughing in a church — if we laughed more maybe we would be healthier. I think a church meeting is more successful the more laughter there is, I think a funeral is more real the more laughter is intertwines with the tears. And even worship itself, is improved when laughter greets us in the midst of the moment. There is of course a place for solemnity and respect but then I don’t think that laughter is disrespectful — as the matter of fact if it used well; used to lift people up instead of bringing them down — laughter has the ability to draw people in, to widen the circle and to help people feel included, There is nothing like laughing with someone to feel closer to them.
So why do we laugh – we laugh because we find something funny, because something catches our fancy, tickles our funny bone, delights our sense of fun. Here in church, we can laugh because we know that God is good. We can laugh because of the wonder of all that God does. When we read our scriptures we encounter many funny stories, many preposterous events, many encounters with characters that require a sense of humour and a sense of the ludicrous to understand.
Luckily, jokes for seniors can be a lot of fun. They’re not too dirty and usually reach a pretty wide audience. And, of course, they’re not mean-spirited. Jokes aren’t funny if someone has the potential of getting hurt by the punchline.
Some examples include:
1. Why aren’t koalas actual bears? They don’t meet the koalafications.
2. A woman told her friend, “I feel like my body has gotten totally out of shape, so I got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and start exercising. So, I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an hour. But by the time I got my leotards on, the class was already over.”
3.  A retired man now volunteers to entertain patients in assisted living homes and hospitals. He visited one hospital in Brooklyn and brought along his portable keyboard. After telling jokes and singing songs at patients’ bedsides, he bid farewell and said, “I hope you get better.” One elderly gentleman replied, “I hope you get better, too.”
4. How do you keep a bagel from getting away? Put lox on it. 
5. A businessman boarded an international flight and found a fancy young woman seated next to him wearing a large diamond ring. During the flight, he asked her about the ring. “It is the Klopman diamond, but it comes with a terrible curse,” she said. “What’s the curse,” he asked. She replied, “Mr. Klopman.”
I also want to share an apocryphal tale from the Middle Ages – meaning a scriptural story that didn’t make it in the Bible…   But there is something rather biblical about it in how it makes you 
think about things even as it amuses:
It seems that the Pope, under pressure from all the Cardinals, decided that all the Jews had to leave Rome.  Naturally there was a big uproar from the Jewish community. So the Pope made a deal. He would have a religious debate with a member of the Jewish community. 
If the Jew won, the Jews could stay. If the Pope won, the Jews 
would leave.  
	The Jews realized that they had no choice. So the elders of the people picked a respected Rabbi to represent them. The Rabbi was rather flamboyant in his expression, so they asked for one addition to the debate. To make it more interesting, and 
safer, neither side would be allowed to talk.  The Pope agreed.
	The day of the great debate came. The Rabbi and the Pope sat opposite each other for a full minute before the Pope raised his hand and showed three fingers. The Rabbi looked back at him 
and raised one finger. 
	The Pope waved his fingers in a circle around his head. The 
Rabbi energetically pointed to the ground.
	The Pope pulled out a loaf of bread and a glass of wine and he broke the bread and ate, then sipped the wine.  The Rabbi 
pulled out an apple and took a bite from it. 
	The Pope then stood up and said, "I give up.  This man is too 
good. The Jews can stay in Rome as long as they want."  
An hour later, the cardinals were all around the Pope asking him what had happened. The Pope said, "First I held up three fingers to represent the Trinity.  He responded by holding up one 
finger to remind me that there was still one God common to both our religions. Then I waved my finger around me to show him that God was all around us and is Lord over the church. He responded by pointing to the ground and reminding me that God may be all around, but God was also right here with us and is God of the Jews as well as of the church.  I broke bread and drank wine to show that God absolves us from our sins. The rabbi ate of the apple to remind me of original sin and how it still affects 
us.  He had an answer for everything. What could I do?"
	Meanwhile, the Jewish community had crowded around the Rabbi. "What happened?" they asked. "Well," said the Rabbi, "First he said to me that the Jews had three days to get out of here. I told him that not one of us was leaving. Then he told me that this whole city would be cleared of Jews. I let him know that we were staying right here. "And then?" asked a woman. "I don't know," said the Rabbi, "He took out his lunch and I took out mine – and now we can stay as long as want"
	One last chuckle:
I heard the story of how one Sunday after church, a young boy asked his parents to see the pastor right away. 
“Pastor,” the boy says, “I heard you say today that our bodies came from the dust.”
“That’s right. I did,” the pastor says.
“And I heard you say that when we die, our bodies go back to dust.”
“Yes, I’m glad you were listening,” the pastor replies. “Why do you ask?”
“Well, you better come over to our house right away and look under my bed, ’cause there’s someone either comin’ or goin’!”
Where would we be without laughter? When is the last time you have really laughed? I mean doubled over, tears in your eyes kinda laughed. I mean your sides might start hurting kinda laugh. 
When I think of holy humour, I am often reminded of the first laugh in Scripture when Sarah was promised she would have a son in her old age. She laughed. Much later of course when she actually gave birth to Isaac, she said “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears of it will laugh with me.” 
The great Russian author, Dostoyevsky once wrote, “If you wish to glimpse inside a human soul and get to know someone, don’t bother analyzing his ways of being silent, of talking, of weeping, of seeing how much he is moved by noble ideas; you will get better results if you just watch him laugh. If he laughs well, he’s a good person.”
What might your laughter reveal about you? Or reveal about your faith? Or reveal about your God? Or your laughing Jesus?
I want us now to listen to the “Ha-Ha Song” by the United Church’s own singer and songwriter, Linnea Good. It’s on the powerpoint and in the insert. There are additional church bulletin bloopers there too. Have a chuckle, my treat. 
HA HA Song


Song: “Ha, Ha, Song” – Linnea Good 
There was God in the beginning with the darkness all around. 
“Let there be light!” she said and it was found. 
And God created ev’rything by saying just one word,
And if we had been there this is what we would have heard:
Chrous: Ha ha ha…
Sarah was a woman who was all of ninety-one.
That’s pretty old to start to be a mum!
When God announced that Sarah, she would have a baby soon,
She fell upon her face, and said in a swoon:
Chorus
Shadrach, Mechach and Abednego were caught.
“Bow to my statue,” said the king but they would not.
They were thrown into a fire, where they surely would be dead.
But they were cool as cucumbers and sang to God instead:
Chorus
Jesus got a message that Lazarus has died.
And visiting the tomb, then, Jesus walked inside.
He touched the arm of Lazarus and brought him from the dead.
And this is what Lazarus probabully said:
Chorus
(It was) God who made the heavens; it was God who made the earth.
It was God who gave us all our birth.
And God has had a message that She wants us all to share.
So this is the Word that we’re spreading ev’ry where:
Chorus
“We Keep Watch” – Prayers
After each prayer request, we will respond with: 
One: God of Peace,
		All: Be with your people in their time of need.
Prayers of the People and for the World
Thank you, loving God, for your renewing presence in our lives, and for the many ways you make yourself known to us: in words spoken in peace, in actions that embody love, in creation that awakens wonder within us, and in worship that inspires faith and understanding.   With memories of the grace you have shown us, and with confidence in you will yet show us more, we pray that all 
people will come to know the life-giving joy we find in Christ. 
We pray for those who are feeling fearful, worried, or overwhelmed, in these days of economic pressure and 
uncertainty.
We pray for those who face violence and unrest each day, in 
countries around the world and in our own community. 
We pray for our national, provincial, and municipal leaders as they seek solutions to the challenges in our common life. Give 
them wisdom and compassion.
We pray for our congregation, for churches in our community, and for Christians around the world, especially those facing 
persecution and danger. 	
We pray for our neighbours, especially those struggling with rising costs and scarce housing, and those who know rejection and discrimination.	

God our Maker, hear our prayers, and use us in ways we may not yet even imagine to respond to those around us with the love we see in Jesus Christ. With hopeful hearts we offer the prayer that 
he taught us to sing:
Lord’s Prayer (sung 959)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil
for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
In this season of Easter, we celebrate God’s precious gift to us in Christ’s dying and rising. We laugh that the devil did not win, and Christ is alive and well. And so, as thanks to God for this gift of resurrection and new life, we present our gifts to God, with generosity reflecting God’s goodness to us and the hope we have found in Christ Jesus.
The Offering “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (twice)  VU 958
Halle, halle, hallelujah
Halle, halle, hallelujah,
Halle, halle, hallelujah,
Hallelujah, hallelujah
Prayer of Dedication
Bless these offerings, O God, as echoes of your laughing hearts. That you should love us, absurd as we are, that you should call us, as flawed as we are, inspire us to share the twinkle in your eye, to become the proof of your good humour in service to 
others. Bless us in our ministries as images of your smile. Amen.
Hymn: “Give to Us Laughter”  VU 624 (Bonus verse – haha)
Give to us laughter, O Source of our life.
Laughter can banish so much of our strife.
Laughter and love give us wholeness and health.
Laughter and love are the coin of true wealth.
Give to us laughter as sign of deep joy;
let us in laughing find Christian employ,
joining with stars and with bright northern lights,
laughing and praising and sharing delights.
Why do we worry that we will lose face?
Why act like king for the whole human race?
Often in family, and often with friend,
laughing at pride causes anguish to end.
Even in sorrow and hours of grief,
laughter with tears brings most healing relief.
God, give us laughter, and God, give us peace,
joys of your presence among us increase.
Commissioning & Benediction:
Go into the world to shine with the light of joy.
Go into the world to reflect God’s good humour.
Go tell others of the good news in Jesus. 
Go into the world and dance in the abandon of grace.
Go and invite others into the dance.
Sing: “You Shall Go Out With Joy”  VU 884 (many times)
You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace;
the mountains and the hills will break forth before you;
there'll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field
will clap, will clap their hands!

And all the trees of the field will clap their hands, (clap, clap)
the trees of the field will clap their hands, (clap, clap)
the trees of the field will clap their hands (clap, clap)
while you go out with joy.
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Announcements

We are now a scent-free church. Please do not wear any scented products. This pertains to perfumes, colognes and aftershaves.

Our regular Monday Games Night and social event for queer folk and allies happens weekly 7 to 9pm. The new location is the Boardwalk Café and Games at 33760 Essendene Ave. This is open to the community and free.

Volunteers are needed to deliver our invitations for the Open House and Spring Sale on May 9th to the stores and neighbourhoods around us. Please meet at 9:30am on Thursday, April 16th, in the Lounge. Volunteers can either deliver invitations on their own or be partnered with someone. Invitations can be delivered on Thursday and over the next few days. Additional invitations are available from Rose Soneff to give to friends and family for the next 3 Sundays. 

Do you find Saturday afternoons boring or lonely? The Fellowship group wants to change that! Saturdays starting April 18th from 
2 to 4 pm in the Lower Kitchen Hall. Card Bingo, coffee and popcorn! Come and give it a try!!

The Gladwin Heights United Church annual garage sale and soft good collection will be held Saturday, April 18th. Unfortunately, there is no storage at the church, please contact Ellen she can arrange something. 

Rev. Tracy will be at a clergy retreat at Naramata from April 	     20th to 23rd. She will not miss Sunday services.

The next men’s breakfast will be at JoJo’s on April 24th at 7am.

There will be a memorial service for Nina Shenton at 3pm on Sunday, April 26th. Our condolences are with the family. 

Fellowship Group: The Fellowship group’s (as per the Visioning process) purpose is to discuss ways to continue and enhance fellowship within our congregation and to find ways to expand the fellowship to the wider community. The start-up five of Don, Rick, Linda, Anni and Jerry met in January and February. Now established, we wish to invite you to join us at 2:30pm on the last Monday of the month (April 27th) at Beans and Leaves (Ventura Ave.) for coffee and conversation!

The Pacific Mountain Regional UCW gathering is on April 28th at Golden Ears United Church from 9am to 3pm. Cost is $10. There are registration forms at the back of the church. 

Fraser Valley Pride is July 18th at Fraser River Heritage Park in Mission, from 12 to 5pm. We are participating as the United Church of Canada Mid-Fraser Cluster. We are seeking volunteers for the following roles: Setup: Pick up tables, tents, and chairs from Trinity Memorial UC in Abbotsford and deliver to the site during our designated setup window (TBA, sometime in the late morning). We also need people to help with loading and with assembly. Table Greeters: Greet passers-by, answer questions about the United Church of Canada and our Mid-Fraser Cluster generally and our Affirming ministry specifically, connect people to clergy as requested, assist with crafts. We are suggesting two-hour shifts with three people at a time (in addition to clergy). Come prepared to spend a few hours outdoors in varying weather conditions. Takedown: Help with disassembly beginning at 5pm. Pack up and deliver tables, tents and chairs to Trinity UC, and assist with unloading. We may provide some snacks and drinks, but you may wish to pack a meal or be prepared to buy food onsite. If you are interested, please respond via email to Tim Bowman (bowmantimothyr@gmail.com) with what you’ll be volunteering as. 




Trinity Memorial United Church Contact Information
Website: trinitymemorialuc.com    
Phone: (604) 853-2591
Email: tmucabb@gmail.com
Rev. Tracy Fairfield Email: minister.tfairfield@gmail.com
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