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Matt. 21:1-11
As Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 2 “Go into the village over there,” he said. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a donkey tied there, with its colt beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will immediately let you take them.”
4 This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said, 5 “Tell the people of Jerusalem, ‘Look, your King is coming to you. He is humble, riding on a donkey, riding on a donkey’s colt.’”6 The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt to him and threw their garments over the colt, and he sat on it.
8 Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Praise God in highest heaven!”
10 The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they asked. 11 And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”


There’s something interesting about how people follow from a distance today.
You can follow someone on social media…
· You can follow their life…
· You can follow their opinions…
· You can even follow their journey…
…but never actually know them.

· You can like their posts 
· Share their content 
· Even defend them in conversations…
…but still remain completely distant.

· You’re close enough to watch…
· Close enough to observe…
· Close enough to say you're a follower…
…but not close enough to be changed.

The truth is that’s not just a social media problem. That’s a spiritual problem. Because it’s possible to follow Jesus the same way. And unfortunately, many people do...
· You can attend church
· You can sing the songs
· You can raise your hands
· You can even shout “Hosanna!”
…and still follow at a distance.

That’s exactly what we see on Palm Sunday. The crowds followed Jesus into Jerusalem… They celebrated Him… They praised Him… But by Friday… many of those same voices had disappeared.

They followed Him into the city…But not to the cross. And this raises a question for us today:
Are we truly following Jesus…or are we just following at a distance?

This day, this event, was prophesied about 500 years prior to it happening! 
· Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey—
riding on a donkey’s colt.

The Jewish people would be familiar with this prophecy. They knew about Jesus. They knew His claims. They had seen Him do miraculous things. Now they see Him riding a donkey into Jerusalem, just like they had been told about for 500 years. They understood what Jesus was claiming. He was saying He was the Messiah.

The crowd went nuts. They laid their tunics on the road for Jesus to ride across. They took branches and spread them on the road. They waved them in the air. They started chanting. "Praise God" – Hosanna. They anticipated Jesus setting up a new kingdom like David's. That all happened on Sunday.

The greatest danger isn’t rejecting Jesus; it’s thinking you’re following Him when you’re only observing.

So how do we really know if we’re true followers of Christ? How Am I Following Christ? Palm Sunday forces us to wrestle with that question. Because we see a crowd that looks devoted… but ultimately proves distant. They were near Jesus… but not truly following Him.


1. Following Costs You 
A tourist once visited a historic battlefield. As he walked the grounds, he noticed a group gathered around a tour guide. The guide passionately described the soldiers’ courage, sacrifice, and bravery. The tourist was moved. He nodded in agreement. He even clapped at the end of the story. But then something interesting happened. The guide invited the group to walk the actual path the soldiers took — up a steep hill, through mud, and across uneven ground. Suddenly, the crowd got smaller. Some stayed back. Some said they were tired. Some said they were fine just hearing about it.

They loved the story…But they didn’t want the struggle. They wanted inspiration…But not inconvenience. And that’s exactly what Palm Sunday looked like.

Matthew 21 tells us the crowd gathered and began to celebrate Jesus.
· They laid down palm branches.
· They laid down cloaks.
· They shouted praise.

It looked like devotion. but here's the problem…Waving branches is easy. Carrying a cross is not.
· Celebration is easy when Jesus is doing what we want.
· It's easy to praise when things are going well.
· It's easy to follow when there's excitement in the air.

But real following costs something.
· Jesus didn't just come to Jerusalem for a parade. He came for a cross.
· The crowd was willing to follow Him into a moment…but not into a mission.

They loved the idea of Jesus as King, a victorious warrior, and even a military leader, but they weren't ready for Jesus as Savior. Why, because the Savior would require something from them.

And sometimes we do the same thing. We like:
· The encouragement of Jesus
· The blessings of Jesus
·  The peace of Jesus

But we struggle with:
· The surrender Jesus asks for
· The obedience He requires
· The sacrifice He calls us to

True and real discipleship, true relationship will always cost something.

Jesus had already said previously to this moment:
· Matt. 16:24
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. (NLT)

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (NKJV)

Palm branches are easy. Crosses are heavy. The question Palm Sunday asks us is this:
Are we following Jesus sacrificialy…Or just celebrating Him when it costs us nothing?


2. Being Loud, Not Loyal
Every year during the playoffs, you’ll see it happen. Fans pack the stadium. And they get loud.
They’re passionate. They’re cheering at the top of their lungs. They wear the jerseys. They wave the towels. They shout like they’re the most loyal fans in the world.

But when the team starts losing… something changes. The stadium gets quieter. Fans start leaving early. Seats begin to empty. The same people who were shouting in the first quarter are gone before the game ends. They were loud… but not loyal. They loved the team when it looked like victory…But they disappeared when things got difficult.

Palm Sunday was loud. The yelling and cheering of “Hosanna!” rumbled through the city! The city was stirred. The crowds were shouting, and the excitement was building. But loud praise doesn’t always equal lasting faith.

The crowd, on Palm Sunday had expectations:
· They wanted freedom from Rome
· They wanted political change
· They wanted a conquering king

But Jesus didn’t come strolling in on a war horse, or stallion. He came riding on a donkey. He didn’t show up with soldiers, but with 12 ordinarily men and a few stragglers. He showed up with humility and love, not with power.

And when Jesus didn't become the king they wanted…Their praise faded.
· Shallow praise cannot sustain real faith.

It’s easy to be loud when Jesus is doing what we expect, but it harder to stay loyal when He leads us somewhere we didn’t plan.

Palm Sunday reminds us…
It’s possible to be loud in worship… and still distant in loyalty.



3. Close, But Still Miss
You Can Be Close to Jesus and Still Miss Him
There’s a story of a man who worked as a tour guide at an art museum. Every day he walked people past some of the most valuable paintings in the world. He knew where each painting was. He knew the artists' names. He even knew the history behind them.

But one day, a visitor asked him, “Which painting is your favorite?” The guide paused… and then admitted, “To be honest, I’ve never really stopped to look at them. I’m always focused on getting people through the tour.”

He was surrounded by priceless masterpieces every day…But he never truly saw them. He was close… but he had missed it.

Here’s what’s most striking about Palm Sunday:
· The crowd was physically close to Jesus.
· They were walking with Him.
· They were shouting about Him.
· They were celebrating Him.
· And yet… they missed Him.

They were close in proximity…But far in understanding. 
· They saw a king…But missed the Savior. 
· They wanted victory…But didn't understand the cross. 
· They were near Him…But not truly following Him.

And that may be one of the greatest dangers in church today.
You can:
· Sit in church every week
· Sing every song 
· Hear every sermon
· Be surrounded by believers
· And still miss Jesus.

Closeness to Jesus is not measured by proximity…It’s measured by surrender. You can be close… and still miss Him.


Here’s the tension of Palm Sunday:
· They followed Him into Jerusalem, but not to the cross.
· They celebrated the entrance…but abandoned the suffering.
· They loved the miracle worker…but rejected the suffering Savior.

They followed…But only at a distance.

Closing:
There’s a difference between following someone and just keeping them in sight. If you’ve ever traveled in two cars going to the same place, you know how this works. One car leads, and the other follows. At first, it’s easy. You’re right behind them. You can see every turn. You feel confident.

But then something happens. A traffic light turns red and the lead car makes it through, but you don’t. Suddenly, you’re separated. Now you're trying to guess where they went. You think you know the direction, but you’re not sure. You start falling farther and farther behind. You were following, but at a distance. And eventually…you lose them altogether.

As we’ve mentioned, the same crowd that shouted “Hosanna!” on Sunday, would be silent — or gone — by Friday.
· They followed Jesus into Jerusalem…But not to the cross.
· They celebrated when it was exciting…But disappeared when it became costly.
· They were loud…But not loyal.
· They were close…But they still missed Him.

And the question Palm Sunday leaves us with is this: Are we following Jesus…or just following from a distance?
Are you:
· Following when it's easy?
· Following when it's popular?
· Following when it benefits you?
· Or are you following even when it costs you something?

Real Followers:
· Real followers don’t just celebrate Jesus when it's easy —They follow Him when it's costly.
· Real followers don’t just praise Him when it's exciting —They stay loyal when it's difficult.
· Real followers don’t just walk near Him —They surrender to Him.

Jesus didn’t just ride into Jerusalem to be praised; He rode in to give His life. And He’s not looking for distant admirers…He’s calling committed followers. He isn’t asking us to follow from a distance. He’s calling us to stay close. To follow when it's easy, and when it's hard. To follow when the crowd is cheering, and when the crowd disappears.

So today, the invitation is simple, don’t just wave the branches… Pick up your cross. Don’t just follow in the crowd…Follow Him all the way.
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