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When we left Friday evening and pulled out of the parking lot, Jesus had breathed His last. Jesus Christ was dead. Everything went dark. And then… silence. Hope seemed to die. The disciples had scattered, and fear had filled their hearts.

They took His body down, and wrapped Him in linen, placing Him in a borrowed tomb. By the request of those who wanted Him killed, they rolled a massive stone in front of entrance of it to keep His “Followers” from stealing the body. The tomb was sealed. Guards were posted. And Friday ended in grief. But Sunday was coming...

Then came Saturday… The rocks that were below our Lords cross was still damp where His blood had spilt. Saturday...a quiet day, a confusing day. A day filled with loss. Heaven seemed silent. Hope seemed buried. Everything felt lost. But Sunday was coming...

It’s early Sunday morning...

Matt: 28:1-10
Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb. 2 Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. 3 His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. 4 The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint. 5 Then the angel spoke to the women. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. 7 And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there. Remember what I have told you.” 8 The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples the angel’s message. 9 And as they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they ran to him, grasped his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.”


We read and have been told for so many years that the tomb is empty, but this morning… I want to ask a different question. What if the tomb wasn't empty?


1 Cor. 15:12-20a
12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead.

Paul addresses this very question and let us explore the question, what is if the tomb wasn’t empty. 


1. If The Tomb Wasn't Empty… Then Death Still Wins
When Jesus died, it looked like death had won again. The disciples thought it was over. Hope seemed as buried as He was late that evening before the Sabbath. The stone was rolled in place. The tomb was sealed. If the story ended there, death would still be undefeated and have the final word! 

But Easter brings a different story. Easter is about victory over death. It's about life breaking through what once seemed final. It's about Hope walking out of a grave that early morning and stomping on deaths reign! 

Before Easter, death was unconquered.
· Every king died.
· Every prophet died.
· Every warrior died.
· Every generation faced the same ending...death 
· Death was the one enemy no one could conquer.

But then came Jesus.
· He healed the sick.
· He opened blind eyes.
· He raised the dead.
· And yet… He Himself went to the cross.

As we see, Paul says it clearly:
1 Corinthians 15:14a
" And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless...

If the tomb wasn’t empty:
· Death still controls us
· Fear still rules us
· Everything you’ve heard about Jesus and overcoming the grave is useless
· We are still captive to death with no hope of ever being freed

If the tomb wasn’t empty, Good Friday becomes the end of the story and hope gets buried with Jesus. If Jesus couldn't defeat death, then neither can we. And if that’s the case, that means:
· No promise of eternity without separation from God
· No future beyond this life

But let’s return to early Sunday morning where we read the women find the stone rolled away. They see the guards who are shaken in what has happened. They see a tomb, that only a few hours ago held their Lord, that is now empty!!! And for the first time in history…Death has lost its grip on mankind! You see, when He walked out of that tomb, Jesus didn't just survive death, He defeated it FOREVER! 
· 1 Corinthians 15:54–55
"Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"

Easter declares Death is not the end and the grave has been defeated! Hope is alive because Jesus is alive! The grave thought it was holding a victim, but it was truly holding a Victor! 
Jesus won, and because He lives…we don't have to fear death anymore!


2. If The Tomb Wasn't Empty… Then Our Faith Is Meaningless
Christianity rises or falls on one single event...The Resurrection.
· Not the teachings of Jesus.
· Not the miracles of Jesus.
· Not even the cross itself.

Now these things are vital to Christianity and our faith, but everything hinges on whether Jesus actually walked out of that tomb or not. If Jesus didn't rise, then Christianity collapses.

Paul didn’t soften this. He said it plainly:
1 Corinthians 15:14 & 17a
" And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless”

17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless...”

This means if Jesus didn’t raise from the dead:
· The cross was just a tragedy
· The disciples all died for a lie
· Church is just a gathering
· Worship is just singing
· Prayer is just talking to the ceiling
· Hope is just wishful thinking

If the tomb wasn't empty…then our faith would be pointless. 
Imagine you're sitting in an airport waiting to board a plane. You're told this plane will take you somewhere incredible, a beautiful destination, a place full of hope and promise. You trust the pilot. You trust the airline. You trust the destination.

You board the plane. You sit down. You buckle up. But then someone comes over the speaker and says, "Just so you know… this plane has no engines." Suddenly everything changes.
· It suddenly doesn't matter how nice the seats are.
· It suddenly doesn't matter how friendly the flight attendants are.
· It suddenly doesn't matter how beautiful the destination sounds.
· If the plane has no power… you're not going anywhere.

That's what faith without the resurrection looks like. We can gather, sing, and even “believe”, but if Jesus didn't actually raise from the dead…there's no power, there's no hope, and we have nothing but endless desperation.

But let’s return to early Sunday morning, where that angels tell the bewildered women, “He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying”

You see The tomb was empty! Christianity isn't built on a good story but built on a historical event. Not "Jesus taught well." Not "Jesus lived well”, but that Jesus actually rose from the dead and is alive today...And because He rose, everything has changed! 
· My Faith isn't meaningless, but powerful! 
· Hope isn't wishful thinking, but real!
· My Future is now secure in what Jesus did for me


3. If The Tomb Wasn't Empty… Then Our Sin Is Still Unpaid
Imagine you go to a restaurant and enjoy a great meal. When you're finished, the server brings the bill. You reach for your wallet, but someone stops you and says, “Don’t worry, your meal has already been paid for." You are surprised and even feel relieved. You smile and start to leave, but as you walk toward the door, the manager stops you and says, “Wait… the payment didn’t go through. The card was declined." 

Suddenly everything changes. You see, you’re still responsible to pay the bill. The debt is still yours, and you're not free to leave. The only way you know the payment worked is when the receipt reads “PAID IN FULL”.

On Good Friday, the Cross was the payment. On Sunday morning, the resurrection was the proof the payment went through and was approved! 
· Romans 4:25
He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.

If the tomb wasn't empty then…
· Sin still condemns us
· Guilt still defines us
· Shame still owns us
· The past haunts us forever
· The debt still remains

As we mentioned on Friday when Jesus cried out, "It is finished," He wasn’t saying, "I am finished." He was saying, "The debt that is owed by these unable to pay this debt, is finished." 

But how do we know the payment was accepted? Because three days later, Jesus walked out of the tomb! The resurrection was God’s declaration that everything had been, and was “Paid in full!”, never to have to be paid again! If Jesus had stayed in the grave, then that would have meant the payment wasn't enough! 

But let’s return to early Sunday morning, where the women ran quickly from the tomb, shook, but also filled with great joy. and as they ran was met and greeted by Jesus Himself met them and greeted them. 

An Empty Tomb means the Resurrection confirms that:  
· My sins are forgiven and I’m not condemned by them any longer
· Guilt no longer can hang on my shoulders, as I am justified 
· Shame has no more power over me, as I see myself new in Christ!
· My past is no longer a horrific memory, but now a testament to what Jesus can do in a broken life
· The debt is canceled and the record has been cleared on my behalf
· Grace is available & freedom is real 

The tomb is empty, the debt is paid, and freedom is yours! 


4. If The Tomb Wasn't Empty… Then Hope Would Be Gone
If the tomb wasn't empty, hope would have died in that grave. Hope isn’t just a feeling. For the believer, Hope is a person. And when Jesus died, our Hope died with Him.

Think about that Saturday. It was quiet. It was confusing. The disciples were hiding with fear filling the room. Questions filled their minds. What’s their future now? Everything they believed in, everything they hoped for, & everything they left their lives for…Now it was buried behind a stone.

If the tomb wasn't empty, then there is no hope beyond my death. There’s no promise of eternal life with God. No victory in suffering in this life, and no meaning in the pain. I’d have no assurance that better days are coming. Because if Jesus stayed dead in that tomb, then death is the end of my and everyone’s story. Pual tells us in our scripture:
· 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world.”

But let’s return to early Sunday morning, where Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid! Go tell my brothers to leave for Galilee, and they will see me there.”

The stone rolled away…The grave clothes folded…And the tomb was empty. And in that moment…
· Hope walked out of the grave.
· Peace walked out of the grave.
· Life walked out of the grave.
· My eternal security walked out of that grave

Because the tomb is empty…Your pain isn’t pointless. Your suffering isn’t wasted. Your story isn’t over and your eternity is secure in Him! 


Closing
Today we've asked a powerful question: What if the tomb wasn't empty? 
· Death would still win
· Faith would be meaningless
· Sin would still condemn us
· Hope would be gone

But I’ll never get tired of saying it, the tomb is empty. And that changes everything.
· Death IS defeated
· Faith means EVERYTHING
· Sin is FORGIVEN
· HOPE is alive

We can stand with Paul today and say, “But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead.”


This isn't just a story to hear, but a decision to make. You see, Easter requires a response.
· You can admire Jesus…
· You can respect Jesus…
· You can even believe Jesus existed…
· But the question is have you surrendered your life to Him?

The empty tomb invites you into new life. Jesus didn't just rise for history, He walked out of that grave for you, for your victory, and for you to spend an eternity with Him! 
Maybe today you feel:
· Burdened and loaded down by sin
· Stuck in guilt
· Overwhelmed by life
· Afraid of the future
· Searching for hope

The empty tomb is God's invitation. You don't have to carry that anymore. As we saw Friday, Jesus died for your sins, and that price paid so you could have you sins washed away but the blood shed on the cross. But the best part is, He didn’t stay there...He rose to give you victory in this life and beyond!
· Romans 10:9
"If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved."

Today, you can leave different than you came. Because there is anyone in the tomb today, your life can be made new today!

I know many people come to church on Easter to appease the person who asked them to come, or they think it’s what you’re supposed to do, but I pray you know something today, you’re not here by accident. Today could be your new beginning, or if you’ve been away from Him, a Home Coming! 

With every head bowed and every eye closed…
If you're here today and you'd say:
"Pastor, I need Jesus."
"I want forgiveness."
"I want a fresh start."
"I want hope."
"I want to follow Christ."

I'm going to invite you to do something bold. Understand, this isn't about joining a church, or some movement. This is about surrendering your life to Jesus and changing the direction your heading today. This isn’t about religion and knowing about Jesus, this is about starting a relationship and getting to know Jesus.

If you want to do that today, simply raise your hand this morning acknowledging, Yes...I need Jesus. Those Online, if you are desiring this, simple put it in the comments so we can pray for with you as well and the team will let me know...

Prayer
If you raised your hand, or even if you didn’t, but you know you should have, pray this in your heart:
"Jesus, I believe by faith this morning, you shed your blood and died on the cross for me. You paid a price I could never have paid. The blood that was shed has the power to wash away all my sins and make me right before you this morning. By faith I also believe, you have rose from the dead and are alive this morning and the tomb is empty!  

Lord Jesus, I confess my all my wrongs, all my sins to you and ask You to forgive me of them all. I repent of them all, meaning not to return to them willing. This morning, I ask that you make your home in my life and make me new. At this very moment, by faith believing, I choose to follow You. Thank You for saving me and from this moment on I know I am walking out of church today, knowing death is defeated and I am alive in you. My faith is meaningful as my sins are forgiven, and my hope is restored in knowing that my eternity is secured in you! Help me daily to grow in you and fall in love with you, until that day my faith is rewarded, and I see you face to face!
In Jesus' name, Amen."

If you prayed that prayer…and because the tomb is empty…Your past is forgiven, your future is secure, and your life is made new is Jesus!  Jesus is alive… and now hope is alive in you! Go live in Him!


