
principles can provide some help as we work toward an answer.

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally Scriptural

Worship music, like the rest of the worship service, should be

filled with biblical quotations, imagery, and allusions (Col. 3:16).

In some cases (as with the metrical psalms), that means that the

hymn lyrics should essentially be thought-for-thought paraphrases

of the biblical text. Even in cases when hymns pursue a biblical

theme or doctrine, however, the biblical content behind the lyrics

should be clear. We should be singing the Scriptures!

Further, worship music is able to both express and advance the

singer’s theological understanding. Thus, what we value in hymn

texts is not merely creativity or artistry, but biblical and

theological accuracy. The songs we sing in worship should be

doctrinally rich and meaty. People should meditate on spiritual

truths as they sing, both in public worship and in private, so we

should be endeavoring to provide fuel for such meditation through

theologically astute texts, especially regarding the doctrines of

God, Christ, and salvation.

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally God-Glorifying

Worship music—and the rest of our lives!—takes place for the

glory and pleasure of God. Our chief end is “to glorify God and

enjoy Him forever.” More importantly, Scripture teaches that just

as all things were created by and for Christ (Col. 1:16; Rev. 4:11),

all believers are saved by and for Christ (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14). Thus,

we should strive to produce music that encourages the Lord’s

people to “magnify” and “exalt” Him (Psa. 34:3) by reminding

them of His titles, attributes, words and deeds—by helping them

to see Him as He has revealed Himself in the Scriptures. While

songs should be enjoyable and edifying for the Lord’s people, they

should be intentionally focused upward so that the church might

fulfill its purpose of glorifying God by singing directly of Him, for

Him, and to Him (Eph. 1:12; 3:20-21; Rom. 11:36).

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally Christ-Centered

Worship music should be distinctly Christian. Our songs

should make much of Jesus Christ and the glorious gospel.

Because we believe that Christ crucified is the centerpiece of

human history (I Cor 1:23a; 2:2) to which the entire Old

Testament prophesied and to which the entire New Testament

bears witness (Luke 24:47), we should be determined to produce

music that will point people Christ-ward and help them appreciate

in fresh ways the glory of Jesus’ person and work. We should

want to sing about Christ—His perfect life, sacrificial death,

victorious resurrection, intercessory ministry, and glorious return!

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally Congregational

Worship music should encourage every-member ministry.

While we should appreciate purposeful and appropriate special

music, we should believe that God is uniquely glorified by

congregational singing. Worship belongs not just to those who are

specially trained or gifted, but to every believer in Jesus Christ.

Further, singing praise is the responsibility of the entire body and

not of a select few (Eph. 5:18; Col. 3:16). These truths should

motivate us to produce music that is accessible, both textually and

musically. We should not try to be academic or classical. While

we may genuinely admire oratorios by Handel or cantatas by

Bach, we should write music that will be useful for the average,

musically untrained church member. The text and music may and

sometimes will stretch the worshiper, but it shouldn’t be “beyond”

him.

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally Fervent

Worship music should have texts and tunes that affect the

entire person—mind, will, and emotions (Matt. 22:37-38). At

times, that will require musical scores that are quiet and

meditative, inspiring wonder or sorrow. More often, I believe, it

will require musical scores that are joyful and celebratory,

inspiring a heartfelt and exuberant response consistent with the

many “Shout to the Lord!” commands of the psalms and the

worship of Nehemiah 12:43 that was heard from afar! We should

strive to produce texts and tunes that stir the imagination and

affections, encouraging appropriate emotional responses to the

grand truths being sung. We should help congregations engage

biblical truth and respond with thoughtful, wholehearted fervency

(John 4:24).

Worship Music Should Be Intentionally Distinct

Worship texts and music should reflect the character of God in

His holiness, glory, weight, majesty, love, grace, joy, and other

perfections (Ps. 96). Though I recognize that the implications of

this point to musical styles is necessarily somewhat subjective, I

believe that we should desire our music to promote a biblical

reverence (Heb. 12:28-29) and have a sound that is distinct from

most of what is heard outside the church. We should also desire

that our music be distinct in its quality. Of course, God accepts

praise because of Christ (Heb. 13:15; 1 Pet. 2:5), not because of

our abilities. However, I believe that one way in which we

demonstrate God’s glory and our esteem for Him is by offering

Him that which is excellent. Our songs, like the Old Testament

sacrificial lambs (Ex. 12:5), should be choice offerings, not the

“lame” or “blemished” (Mal. 1:8, 13-14). To that end, we should

strive to produce music that is excellent artistically as well as

doctrinally—that is “skillful” (Ps. 33:3; 47:7). Hopefully, the

result will be Christ-honoring music that will point Christ’s people

to Him for years to come.

To God alone be glory! (Psalm 115:1) ÷
Chris Anderson is the founding pastor of Tri-County Bible Church in Madison,

Ohio. He enjoys writing, and his writing projects include hymns, a blog, articles,

and Buckaroo Bible Club.

GOD USES ALL KINDS OF MUSIC?
We often hear from the Christian rock crowd that God must

love all kinds of music because He invented it all. This takes away

from Satan any power that he might have in this realm. After all,

even Christian rockers would probably admit that the devil is a

crafty fellow. But when it comes to the area of music, they want

us to believe that the devil has no power and no tools that he might

use to take men away from God. 

Why wouldn’t the devil use music to lead men into sin? He

uses pornography, doesn’t he, or would they have us believe that

God also created every kind of magazine? The devil uses greed,

doesn’t he? He uses lusts of every kind, doesn’t he? Why not

music? 

We don’t believe it’s reasonable to deny the influence of Satan

in every area of life, so let’s give the devil his due and think a little

about what kind of music Satan would create. 

If the devil created a form of music, it would surely appeal to

the flesh, for we know from Scripture that the flesh and the spirit

are already in a vicious war with each other (Galatians 5:17). 

If the devil had a kind of music, it would probably promote

sexual sin, as that is one of the great destroyers of men. 

If the devil had his own music, without a doubt it would

glorify drugs and alcohol. Drugs have always been associated with

paganism and witchcraft and what heathen debauchery would be

complete without alcohol to fuel the flames of lust? 

If the devil had a kind of music, it would be loud and brash

and exciting, as opposed to quiet and humble and uplifting.

If the devil created a type of music, it would have an attitude

of rebellion at its very heart, for he is the first and greatest rebel.

The devil doesn’t write music? Those who believe that seem

to have a little too much sympathy for the devil. ÷
- Brian Snider

NEWS OF INTEREST TO CHRISTIANS
K ARTEMIS II PILOT ISSUES NEW AGE UNITY EASTER 

MESSAGE - While flying toward the moon on April 4, the pilot

of Artemis II, Victor Glover, talked about creation and the Bible

and Easter Sunday, but he had no Gospel message for a lost and

dying world. He said, “As we are so far from Earth and looking at

the beauty of creation, I think, for me, one of the really important

personal perspectives that I have up here is I can really see the

Earth as one thing. When I read the Bible and I look at all the

amazing things that were done for us. ... You guys are talking to

us because we’re in a spaceship really far from earth, but you’re

on a spaceship called Earth that was created to give us a place to

live in the universe and the cosmos. ... And I’m trying to tell

you--just trust me--you are special. In all of this emptiness--this is

a whole bunch of nothing, this thing we call the universe--you

have this oasis, this beautiful place that we get to exist together”

(“Artemis II Astronaut,” Fox News, Apr. 5, 2026). 

This sounds like a preparation for the Gospel message, but

instead the astronaut went on to say, “I think, as we go into Easter

Sunday, thinking about all the cultures all around the world,

whether you celebrate it [Christ’s resurrection] or not, whether

you believe in God or not, this is an opportunity for us to

remember where we are, who we are, and that we are the same

thing, and that we’ve gotta get through this together.” 

It’s true that we are all the same thing, because “all have

sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), and

“the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Faith in the Gospel of

Jesus Christ--that Christ died for our sins according to the

Scripture, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third

day according to the Scripture” (I Cor. 15:23)--is the only path of

knowing God in truth and the only path of escaping divine

judgment. It’s too bad this glorious message wasn’t proclaimed to

the inhabitants of the “spaceship called Earth.”

K TRUMP’S PASTOR LIKENS HIM TO JESUS - At a lunch 

at the White House on April 1, Paula White-Cain likened

President Trump to Jesus Christ. Claiming to speak by divine

revelation, she said, “I felt like I was conveying the heart of God

for all of us, that we are thankful for the greatest champion of faith

that we’ve ever seen in a president. ... the truth of it is, you

[Trump] are here because of God and because of you. ... Jesus

taught so many lessons through His death, burial and resurrection.

He showed us great leadership, great transformation requires great

sacrifice. And Mr. President, no one has paid the price like you

have paid the price” (“Paula White-Cain likens Trump to Jesus,”

Christian Post, Apr. 2, 2026). White-Cain said that God told her

to inform Trump “that because of His victory, you will be

victorious in all you put your hand to.” 

This is full-blown, one-world church apostasy. Trump

thanked her “as Robert Jeffress, senior pastor of First Baptist

Dallas, patted his arm and said, ‘Amen, that is so true.’” Franklin

Graham was present and remained silent in the face of this gross

heresy and even led this mixed multitude in prayer for God’s

blessing. 

Paula White-Cain, “Senior Advisor to the White House Faith

Office and Trump’s longtime spiritual advisor,” delivered the

invocation at Trump’s first inauguration. Paula and her second

husband, Randy White, were co-pastors of Without Walls

International, a multi-location church in Tampa and Lakeland,

Florida, but they divorced in 2007 and the operation folded. “A

Senate report found that the couple had used tax-exempt ministry

money to pay for a private jet, salaries to family members and

nearly $900,000 for a waterfront mansion” (“Who Is Paula

White-Cain?” Newsweek, Feb. 7, 2025). 

In 2015, Paula married Jonathan Cain, the third marriage for

both. After the wedding, she tweeted, “We’re so excited to share

our wedding vows and celebration with our church family

tonight.” Her “vows” must be something like, “I vow to remain

married to you until I don’t want to remain married to you.” At

Unleashed 2016, Jonathan advised women that “if he [your

husband] likes to watch porn, watch porn with him.” At this

foolish, wicked, unscriptural statement, Paula laughed

(Tennessean, May 7, 2018). 

Paula White-Cain exemplifies American Christianity today,

and this is the nation’s fundamental problem. The grace these

people preach is not the true grace of God as described in Titus

2:11-14. It is the “live according to your own lusts” Christianity

prophesied in II Timothy 4:3-4. Try bringing up the subject of

modest dress or worldly music or drinking and see what happens.

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves

teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their

ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

- II Timothy 4:3-4



K CHRISTIAN PHOTOGRAPHER WINS $800,000 

SETTLEMENT -  The following is excerpted from “Christian

Photographer,” Christianity Daily, Mar. 28, 2026: 

“A Christian photographer who declined to provide services

for same-sex weddings has secured a significant legal settlement

following a prolonged dispute over a local nondiscrimination

ordinance she argued would conflict with her religious beliefs.

Officials in Louisville agreed to pay $800,000 in legal fees to

photographer Chelsey Nelson as part of the resolution. 

The agreement, submitted Tuesday to the U.S. District Court

for the Western District of Kentucky in its Louisville division,

follows a ruling issued six months earlier in which the court sided

with Nelson in her challenge to the city’s ordinance banning

discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity.

Nelson, who identifies as a committed Christian and affirms a

traditional biblical view of marriage between one man and one

woman, initiated the lawsuit out of concern that the ordinance

would require her to photograph same-sex weddings against her

convictions. She argued that the policy violated protections under

the First Amendment, specifically the Free Speech and Free

Exercise clauses, along with the Kentucky Religious Freedom

Restoration Act. A federal judge ultimately ruled in her favor last

fall.”

K SUPREME COURT SUPPORTS FREE SPEECH IN 

RULING AGAINST COLORADO LAW - The following is

excerpted from “In Ruling Against Colorado,” Crosswalk,

April  1, 2026: 

“Yesterday, the Supreme Court ruled in Chiles v. Salazar, a

case that challenged a law that prohibited licensed counselors from

helping clients, specifically children, reconcile their identity with

their sex through talk therapy. 

The 8-1 decision included all of the Court’s conservative

Justices and two of its liberal Justices. Because Colorado’s law

would restrict speech based on viewpoint, the Court held, it

violates the First Amendment. The plaintiff in the case is Kaley

Chiles, a Colorado-based counselor who provides talk therapy to

her patients. As the Court explained, talk therapy is speech. It does

not involve physical treatments or medical prescriptions. It

consists only of “the spoken word.” In counseling patients,

including children, Chiles often discusses issues of sexual

orientation and gender identity. 

Under Colorado’s law, Chiles could express ‘acceptance’ and

‘support’ of a child’s ‘identity exploration.’ She could even

‘assist’ a child in transitioning his or her ‘gender.’ However, she

was forbidden from saying anything to ‘change’ sexual orientation

or helping a child feel comfortable with his or her God-given sex.

That, the Court recognized, is flat-out viewpoint discrimination. 

Justice Gorsuch, who wrote the majority opinion for the Court,

called Colorado’s law an ‘egregious’ and ‘blatant’ violation of the

First Amendment.” ÷

Requirements for
New Testament

Baptism
by the late Bill Dudley

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES WATER: Acts 

8:36 - “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain

water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder

me to be baptized?” Acts 10:47 - “Can any man forbid water,

that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy

Ghost as well as we?”

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES MUCH 

WATER: John 3:23 - “And John also was baptizing in Aenon

near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they

came and were baptized.”

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES GOING DOWN 

INTO THE WATER: Acts 8:38 - “And he commanded the

chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water,

both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES COMING UP 

OUT OF THE WATER: Acts 8:39 - “And when they were come

up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,

that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way

rejoicing.”

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES A

BURIAL: Romans 6:4 - “Therefore we are buried with him by

baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in

newness of life.”

‘ NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST REQUIRES A 

RESURRECTION: Colossians 2:12 - “Buried with him in

baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of

the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.”

NOTE: None of the above matters unless the person being

baptized has not repented of sin and placed faith and trust in the

Lord Jesus Christ.

The Return of
Congregational Singing

Prior to the Edict of Milan by

the Emperor Constantine in 313 AD, there was no such thing as

what we know as the “catholic”, or “Roman Catholic”, church.

Instead, there was biblical Christianity, which was terribly

persecuted and considered a threat by the Roman government.

Once the Emperor Christianized the pagan religions of Rome,

biblical Christianity had to go underground and was in hiding for

the next 1100 or so years.

In those early churches, prior to Constantine, Christians who

gathered for corporate worship spent at least some of their time

together singing “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs” (Col. 3:16).

But, the Council of Laodicea, held by the RCC in 364 AD, banned

all congregational singing in their churches entirely. It is safe to

assume that our baptist ancestors, now meeting in secret, probably

kept on singing, albeit quietly, to prevent being caught and

executed.

At the outset of Protestant Reformation, no one sang in the

RCC churches except choirs of professional singers who usually

sang in Latin using polyphonic music. Even the priests chanted in

Latin. As Paul S. Jones writes, “there was neither congregational

song nor any church music in the common tongue.”

A big part of the Protestant Reformation had to do with

returning biblical preaching in the native language of the people,

but it also included involving congregational singing, as well.

After 364 AD, there was no congregational singing in the Roman

Catholic churches until Jan Hus reintroduced it in the vernacular

Czech. Hus was excommunicated and burned at the stake

following the Council of Constance in 1415.

Undeterred, Martin Luther and other reformers knew the

importance of congregational song in teaching and spreading the

Gospel. His first hymnal was published in 1524. The hymnal only

had 8 songs! It was known by two titles: 

“Etlich  Cristlich Lider, Lobgesang und Psalm (Some

Christian Songs, Canticles, and Psalm)” and “Achtliederbuch

(Literally means Eight Song Book)”.

In the preface of his hymnal, Luther wrote -

“In order to make a start and to give an incentive to those who

can do better, I have with the help of others, compiled several

hymns so that the holy gospel, which now by the grace of God

has arisen anew, may be noised and spread abroad.”

Some Spiritual , Theological, &
Other Benefits of

Congregational Singing
    Teaching and Discipleship: Singing helps “burrow” biblical

truths into the heart. Many theologians call hymns “Take Home

Theology” because they summarize complex doctrines into easily

memorizable formats.

Obedience to Command: Scripture contains over 400

references to singing and at least 50 direct commands to “sing to

the Lord”.

Vertical & Horizontal Worship: It serves a dual purpose: a

vertical offering of praise to God and a horizontal act of

“addressing one another” with encouragement and testimony.

Spiritual Strengthening: Singing can “make war” against

doubt and sin, acting as a God-designed pathway to joy even

during difficult trials. 

Communal & Social Benefits -

Visible Unity: In a world often marked by disunity,

congregational singing audibly demonstrates that people from

different backgrounds, ages, and life experiences are united by a

shared faith.

Mutual Encouragement: Hearing the person next to you sing

truths you may be struggling to believe can carry your own faith.

It turns attendees from spectators into active participants.

A Witness to Outsiders: Passionate congregational worship

acts as a powerful testimony to unbelievers, showing a community

that truly believes what it is singing. 

Physiological & Psychological Benefits -

Heart and Lung Health: Singing acts like moderate-intensity

physical activity, increasing oxygen consumption and regulating

respiratory function.

Biological Synchronization: In group singing, participants’

heart rates can actually synchronize with their breathing patterns

and the music’s structure, creating a calming effect.

Emotional Release: It provides a “cathartic release” for

emotional tension, helping bridge the gap between intellectual

knowledge and emotional feeling.
- compiled from various articles on the subject


