Welcome to Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience
the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and
in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the
first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter
of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we
rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.

LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection. We
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.

Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.

Passing of the Peace: 1t is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a
handshake.”

Physical Distancing: 1t is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space
yourselves accordingly.

Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.

Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type.



PRELUDE

Gathering

Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.



Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises ELW 535

Refrain

Hallelujah! We sing your praises,

all our hearts are filled with gladness.
Hallelujah! We sing your praises,

all our hearts are filled with gladness. (Repeat)

1 Christ the Lord to us said:
I am wine, I am bread,
I am wine, I am bread,
give to all who thirst and hunger.
(Repeat stanza, then sing refrain)

2 Now he sends us all out,
strong in faith, free of doubt,
strong in faith, free of doubt.
Tell to all the joyful gospel.
(Repeat stanza, then sing refrain)



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
and also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the
hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in
you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

All are seated

Word
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter
preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus,
who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised
from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting
Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified,
the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

142 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: 2* “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power,
wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know % this man, handed over to you according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of those outside the law. 2* But God raised him up, having
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for
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him to be held in its power. ?°> For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
%% therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
8 You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor
David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to
this day. *° Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with
an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. *! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32<“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 16

' Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all
other.”
> All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
’ But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
*T will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
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it 1s you who uphold my lot.
°My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
’T will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
T have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
’ My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
'“For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
""You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing
hardships and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The letter
opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

?Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead * and into an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for

you, ~ who are being protected by the power of God through faith for
a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ° In this you rejoice,
even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ' so
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. © Although
you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and

6



glorious joy, ’ for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands as they are comfortable

n “ Il
DA - I " I I
g g —° | | —
Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise God, all
n “ Il I ] 1 Il
— ———— — ———
[ONA— E— (A— e
| f i i
crea - tures here be - low; praise God a - bove, ye
0 s .
) Rmi— i I 2 5 I ' _ i
{4 [ | = | ud P o — () P

heav’n - ly host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost.

Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe. Alleluia. (John 20:29)

THE GOSPEL READING: John 20:19-31

The holy scriptures according to John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with

you.” *’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *' Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
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you.” ** When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. ** If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. *° So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark
of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

> A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” °' Then he said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” ** Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *’ Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.”

*“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
that are not written in this book. *' But these are written so that you
may continue to believe that Jesus i1s the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

All are seated.
SERMON Pastor Christina Montgomery

HYMN OF THE DAY  Put Your Hand in the Hand Ocean



Response to the Word

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
THE NICENE’S CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of
the Nicene’s Creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All are seated.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things
that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be
renewed day by day. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning.
Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the
complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm
and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and
citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.
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Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or
suffering in any way especially Leeann, Nancy, Jenna, Art, Ken,
Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda, Paul, Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, and
Gale. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the
inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody
your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death
and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness
and bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with

phrases like “Peace be with you.” If you have your phone available,
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alone.

OFFERING AND PRAYER
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The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts,
ourselves included, God has given us.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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Meal

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER...

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed 1n the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and
ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “PRAY " the prayer that
Jesus taught us:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION

All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your

communion elements.

We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come
forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most

accessible for you.

SONG DURING COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

bless you now and forever.

May the Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy,

The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen

SENDING HYMN Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  ELW 543
1  Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,;

was blind, but now I see.

2 '"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
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the hour I first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4  The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5  When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission

Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland

We thank you for your ministry here today:

Presiding Minister Pastor Christina Montgomery

Assisting Minister Ron Matta

Lector Roberta Sejnost

Pianist Nancy Urban

Guitarist Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd
Greeters

Ushers Joy Prueter and Ray Silhan III

Acolyte Alice Tangorrra

Video Roberta Sejnost and Sherry Sejnost
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Announcements
4-12-2026

Wine and Candles this month are provided by The Glover Family,
in memory of Brian Glover.

Easter Thank you to everyone who purchased plants to beautify the
sanctuary for Easter.

Gardeners Needed Lord of Life’s flower gardens will need some
tender loving care. There will be a meeting today after service for all

those who would like to help maintain or water the flower gardens.
If you have questions, please call Arlene at 630 918-7890 or Judy
Padera.

Lunch Bunch We will meet at Longhorn, 708 Janes Ave. in
Bolingbrook on Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 11:30 AM. If you are
interested in attending, please RSVP to Debbie McNichols at 630-
878-4970. Please plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the
restaurant.

Senior Spirits We will meet on Thursday April 16, 2026 at noon.
We will have our usual Potluck lunch and as always everyone is
welcome! Any questions please call Marilynn at 630-927-9996

Please pray for members:

Leeann Swanson Nancy Urban Jenna Suda
Art Sejnost Ken Gulliford Vern Sima
Kerry Spitznagle Roberta Sejnost  Judy Padera
Linda Matta Paul Ristau Toni Blesy

Jim Eckwall Caryl Schaer Gale Dyskie
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A full list of relatives, friends, and military personnel for whom
we pray 1s emailed weekly on Friday.

Last Week’s Giving — $25,107.00
Electronic Donation for the month of March - $933.82

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

4/12 10:00 AM
12:00 PM
4/14 11:30 AM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
4/15 10:00 AM
7:00 PM
4/16 12:00 PM
4/17 9:30 AM
4/18 8:00 AM
9:00 AM
2:30 PM
4/19 10:00 AM
12:00 PM

Worship

Loving Word

Lunch Bunch
Property Committee
Overeaters Anonymous
Bible Study

One Day at a Time
Senior Spirits

Cards

Overeaters Anonymous Workshop
SDA

Karaoke & Krafts
Worship

Loving Word
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