TRADITIONAL w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30 a.m.

Date: 04/12/2026  Season: EASTER 2 (WHITE)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD ASSISTING Terry Michael
LECTOR Bill Roark ACOLYTE Piper Jones
ORGANIST Marilyn Boston CANTOR Alleluia Singers

A/V Kenny Lourwood

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS Terry Michael, Vickie Donnell, Bill and Becky Roark

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named).

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

Amen.
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CANTICAL OF PRAISE
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM ACTS 2:14q, 22-32

14a peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the

crowd]: 2“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know 23this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. 22 But God raised him up, having
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be
held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
2 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
22You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3 Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC Jesus Is Alive by Jean Anne Schaefferman Allelvia Singers
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THE SECOND READING FROM 1 PETER 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead 4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ¢In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love
him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, ?for you are receiving the outcome of
your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL

The Holy Gospel according to John the 20" Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Narrator — Assistant Minister, Pastor — Jesus, Congregation — Disciples, Bill - Thomas
Narrator (low, tense): It was evening on the first day of the week. The doors of the
house were locked—bolted tight, fearing those who had taken him. Inside, the
disciples waited in silence. (Pause) Suddenly, Jesus stood among them.

Jesus (calm, steady): Peace be with you.

Narrator (softening): He showed them his hands and his side. (Pause, then rising
emotion) And when they saw him, they rejoiced.
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Jesus (with purpose): Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me so | send
you.

Narrator (reverent): And when he had said this, he breathed on them.

Jesus (gentle, powerful): Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven. If you retain the sins of any, they are retained.

Narrator (shifting tone): But Thomas—called the Twin—one of the twelve was not
with them. So, the others told him.

Disciples (urgent, overlapping): We have seen the Lord!

Thomas (firm, guarded): Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my
finger into the mark and my hand into his side, | will not believe.

Narrator (measured): A week later the doors were shut again. This time, Thomas
was with them. (Pause) And again Jesus came and stood among them.

Jesus (steady, inviting): Peace be with you.

Narrator (quiet intensity):
Then he turned to Thomas.

Jesus (gentle, direct): Put your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your
hand—and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.

Narrator (soft): Thomas answered him—
Thomas (overcome, reverent): My Lord and my God!

Jesus (warm, knowing): Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen—and yet have come to believe.

Narrator (closing, reflective): Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
his disciples—signs not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God—and that through believing
you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Orin W. Cummings
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

SERMON Pastor Orin W. Cummings
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 379
Now the Green Blade Rises
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I Now the green blade ris - es from the bur-ied grain,
2 In the grave they laid  him, love by  ha -wed  slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the ris - en grain,
4 When our hearts are  win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
g - - i p— J.
(G f e it )
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wheat that in  dark earth man -y days has lain;
think - mg that he would nev-er wake a - gan,
he that for three days in  the grave had lain;
your touch can  call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a gain, that with the dead has  been;
laid in  the ecarth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is Seern;
fields of  our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love 15 come a - gain like wheat a - ns -ing  green.
Texe: John MacLeod Camphell Crum, 1872-1 938
Muszic: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text trxm Chford Book of Carels, @ O ford Upiversity Press 1928, All nghts neserved.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation and open our hearts to God’s will.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not
exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to
the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of
subatomic particles. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, especially in Eastern Europe,
the Middle East, Asia, Africa and the Americas, sow seeds of calm and openness
to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace
in their nations and regions. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any
way especially Natalie, David Adams, Angie Myers, Marge Fisher, Allie, Cherie
McCarter, Allison Gregory, Madison Herrod, Steve and Cheryl Williams, Mike
Long, Dorothy Benthine, Edward Dykman, Tommy Brewer, Cathy Carleton, Rob
Rushton, Sally McCarville, Gabe Derr, Terry Touhey, Mary Jane Auld, Linden
Cummings, Lou Echols, Larry Sorenson, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark
Krueger, Bob White, and Beverly Carlson. Reveal to them your presence and
assure them of your salvation. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection.
Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and
sacrificial love within these walls and in the wider community. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have
joined the church triumphant, especially Addison Ann Wehrle and Joe Davis.
Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious presence.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lord in your mercy, grant protection and safety to Kyle C as he is deployed to
the Middle East in this fime of war. O God of resurrection power, use us and these
prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus
Chirist, our risen Savior.

Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you,

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts,

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God.
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for
he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his
death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to sternal life. And
so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Heav-en and earth, heav-en and earth are full of your
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'S " 'Y " i
Npoon = L S NI P S ~N
) — —— — I —
glo - ry. Ho - san - na in  the high-est.
glo - ria. Ho - san - na en el cie-lo. Ben -
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Bless-ed 15 he who comes in the name of the Lord Ho -
di - toel que vie - neen  nom - bre  del Se - Jior. Ho -
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san - na in  the high-est. Ho - san - na in  the high-est.
san -naen o cie - lo. Ho-san-naen &l cie-lo.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kihngdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

men.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Canior Assembly / Asamblea
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sins  of the world
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
da - nos la  paz, da - nos la  paz.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 461
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

n | — }
A e e e e e e d} t
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is liv - ing bread.
n  SN— }
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in  truth we will be fed.
Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing. Here in  joy we keep the feast.

Come from lone-1li - ness and long - ing. Here in peacewe have been fed.
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You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
n | — !
e
T et T =3

Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan. 1955-1993

Music: HOLY MANNA., W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
8000.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 482
I Come with Joy

n 1
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1 I come with joy, a child of God, for-giv - en, loved, and
2 I come with Chris-tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1is - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
: o a ! K
R A e T ——
free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com-mu - m - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, is in such  friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give  the world the

N

) A | | Il | L

e — —— T —

g — e g —
love laad down for me, in love laad down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
TABLE BLESSING
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Holy One,
through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus,
Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 380
Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!
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Hal-le - lu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
Je - sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
Je - sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
Je - sus lives! Let  all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
Hal-le - lu - jah! An- gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.

R S R
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ,the con-quer-or, has gone,

Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is, you shall be too:
Praischim in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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bright fore-run - ner to the skies of his peo - ple, yet to rise.
lives for-ev - er to be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.
Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o - bey.
Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and love!

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841: tr. Jane L.. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: FRED TIL BOD, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
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TRADITIONAL w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30 a.m.

MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Allelvia!

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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