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Trouble in the World:
God is H       and P      , and we are D         and I           .  Therefore, how can we E            His presence?




Mark 5:1-20
1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!”

9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.

11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13 He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.

14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis[b] how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.



Q: With whom do you identify yourself in the story?  




Trouble in the Word:
We are A                from the Holy God because of our D             .  




Leviticus 11:45
I am the Lord, who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy.






Akathartos:
Impure, Unclean, Defiled, Polluted, Ceremonially unacceptable
Under the Mosaic Law, ritual uncleanness rendered a person unfit for worship (Leviticus 11–15). These regulations instilled a necessity of divine & holy purity and the need for cleansing.  The Jews associated uncleanness with both outward and inward defilement.




According to Leviticus, this man represents the furthest possible distance from holiness. He is not merely sick; he is ritually, socially, morally, and spiritually unclean. Therefore, he is completely alienated from God and community.


Isaiah 6:5
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”






Grace in the Word 
Theme: When you are D             Jesus makes you P            .







1. When you are defiled, Jesus makes you purified because He is G      .



6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!”



Q: With whom do you identify yourself in the story?  



2. When you are defiled, Jesus makes you purified by E           your defilement.



1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him.



The demon-possessed man is a living illustration of H            under sin:
Jesus entering the graveyard is God entering our uncleanness. The One whom Leviticus foreshadowed now walks among the unclean—and instead of being defiled, He makes them P            .





Grace in the World – Application
Jesus on the Move!  Will you follow?
1. K             before Jesus and become purified.


15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind.



John 8:34–36
Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.



Grace in the World – Application
Jesus on the Move!  Will you follow?
2. S               your testimony.



18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 


This reveals another fulfillment of Leviticus:
Israel was meant to be holy for the sake of the nations.
Now the formerly unclean man becomes a missionary.
The one farthest from cleanness becomes a herald of grace.



Grace in the World – Application
Jesus on the Move!  Will you follow?
3. I           a guest to the Alpha Course.


20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis[b] how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.


Decapolis – Ten Cities
These cities were distinct in their Hellenistic culture, featuring theaters, temples, bathhouses, and amphitheaters. They were largely pagan in population.



Alpha Course: 
Examine the Grace and Truth of Jesus Christ in a welcoming & safe place over dinner.
Tuesday, 6:30 pm, in the Lower Level
Check out mosaicHouse Church Event Tab.




