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Resurrection Sunday
April 4, 2026 Various Scripture

He is risen! He is risen, indeed. You know, like I said and mentioned in my prayer, I'm so
thankful for Reformed Living Bible Church because even before we were a church, when we
were a Sunday school class and so forth, we have always, always, emphasized the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, not just on Easter Sunday morning. It's not a one a year
discussion with Reformed Living Bible Church. But it’s interesting to me at this time, most of
the world does indeed stop and at least historically recognize the resurrection of Christ as an
historical event. Most people are content to accept it. They may believe in the resurrection
Jesus Christ. Most, most likely, do not, but they sort of let it slide by as a historical holiday on
the calendar. And they’re not going to argue whether or not it happened or not. It just sort of
comes and it goes. But it never ceases to amaze me that at this point in the time of the year,
somewhere in the media, it always pops up an attack on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Why?
Because if you are going to attack Christianity, there’s two focal points you always go for.

Satan always goes for the deity of Christ and His bodily physical resurrection from the dead.

Some of you may be familiar, most of you are probably familiar with the movie Titanic, James
Cameron’s epic movie that He produced and directed and wrote much of the script for. He
was a producer in Hollywood. It came out in December of 1997. That’s how long it’s been
since the Titanic. What many of you may not know is that about 10 years after that, in 2007,
Cameron was responsible for publishing a “documentary” called The Jesus Family Tomb.
Actually, it was based on “archaeological discoveries” in 1980. But in 2007, He decided to
release this documentary called The Jesus Family Tomb where they supposedly discovered
Jesus, Mary and Joseph all buried in a tomb together. And they supposedly found the bones

of Jesus. But they said, “Don’t worry about the resurrection because after all, it doesn’t destroy
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Christianity because He resurrected in spirit” and so forth. Within 90 days of the starting of
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the broadcast of that documentary, they had to pull it from the airwaves. [ don’t know how
many of you remember this, or are old enough to remember this? They had to pull it from the
airwaves. Why? Because even the archaeologist who made the discovery debunked it and said
that that is total bogus, not true, and I don’t want my name even attached to this. It was bad
archaeology, bad history, and bad theology. But it is amazing how the attack goes on. But let
me just say, despite all of the attacks, including The Passover Plot which got resurrected, | saw
the other day, by Hugh Schonfield, where Jesus supposedly was just a man who tried to have
his life parallel certain prophecies about himself, and He was going to take some drugs or
narcotics so He could survive the crucifixion. But a Roman soldier apparently got overly
zealous, stuck a spear in his side, and killed him. That sort of messed things up so that his
followers had to ultimately steal the body and so forth in order to carry out his plans. All
totally bogus. And despite all those attacks, they have never been able to destroy the truth

and the reality and the overwhelming evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We won'’t go there because of the interest of time, but some time you can go to Matthew 28:8-
14 right in there. Why would I have you go there? Because you have the women run to the
tomb. It's Matthew’s parallel account of what Justin just read in John 20. They see the empty
tomb and they’re running back to tell the disciples. And on their way, they meet Jesus. And
He tell them to have My disciples go up into Galilee and so forth. He appears to the women
and so forth. But in Matthew 28:8, 9, 10, 11 the Roman soldiers come into the town and they
go to the chief priests and the elders and they explain what had happened. And what are they
told? On the very day of the resurrection itself, that first Sunday morning, Satan is already
starting with the lies to debunk it. The elders say, “Take this money and you just tell

everybody that some of his followers came and stole the body away.” And Matthew record it
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in Matthew 28:11. Now, He wrote the Gospel about 65, 66-7 AD. So, He’s 32, 33, 35 years after

N

I

the resurrection. And it says right there in Matthew 28:15, ...and this story was widely
spread among the Jews, and is to this day. By the way, that was very bad advice. Tell them
that you were asleep and His disciples came and stole the body. If they were asleep, how
would they know that His disciples came and stole the body? Even the lie they were told to
tell doesn’t make any sense. But the simple fact of the matter is, I love what a French diplomat
said, I love this statement, by the name of Tallyrand. He was approached one time by a man
who had started a new religion and they guy couldn’t get any converts, and He says, “Do you
have any suggestion as to how I might get some converts?” And Tallyrand with a touch of a
mild touch of sarcasm said, “I would think if you want to have converts to your new religion,
[ can tell you exactly what to do. Manage to get yourself crucified. Be sure and die, and then
whatever you do, make sure you rise again from the dead. You’ll have all the converts you

want.”

Well, in any event, they have been trying to debunk the resurrection for centuries, but they
can’t get around the empty tomb, the stone rolled away, the grave clothes still sitting in a
place where they were wrapped around Jesus except the headcloth folded in neatly to the
side. They can’t get over the appearance of the angels and the testimony that He’s risen just
like He said. They can’t get beyond the testimony of the women who showed up. They can’t
get beyond the testimony of the disciples to whom He appeared. They can’t get beyond the
testimony of the 500 or more other disciples whom He appeared later and on, and on, and on.
Try as they might, the deity of Christ and the resurrection of Christ. And the reason why Satan

goes at it so hard is because of the import of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

And [ wanted to underscore some of those things for you. The importance of the resurrection

can’t be overstated. As a matter of fact, Turn to 1 Corinthians 15:14. 1 Corinthians 15:14-17.
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Paul speaking of the resurrection of Christ says this in verse 14 (NASB95) 14 and if Christ
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has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. 15 Moreover we
are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He
raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead
are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. If Christ has not been raised there is no
forgiveness of sins and you are still in your sins, but then in Romans 10:9-10 Paul gives us the
positive side and what's He say? He says, Romans 10:9-10 (NASB95) 9 that if you confess
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. What's the point?
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is absolutely critical to Christianity. The resurrection of Jesus
Christis absolutely critical to saving faith. And the importance of the resurrection in a number

of ways is what I wanted to share with you this morning.

First of all, and some of this, by the way, they say that one of the jobs of a teacher of the Word
of God is to bring forth from the Word of God things old and things new. There's some things
that, for some of you, not everything, you're all going to hear something a little bit new today,
but some things will be old truth to some of you more mature in the faith. But some things
will be new. For some of you who are very young in the faith, some of these things, most of
these things will be very, very new. One of the very first things you need to grasp, the
significance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, is that it verifies the authenticity, the
truthfulness; it verifies the veracity of the Word of God. How so? Well, remember on that very
first resurrection morning in Luke 24, it says Jesus, some of Jesus' disciples are walking along

the road to Emmaus. You and I walked on that part of that very road, Teri, the road to
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Emmaus. And it says Jesus appeared, was walking alongside them. And they were forlorn and
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so forth, and He was asking them about what they were doing and so forth. And they were
explaining it to Him. And they said, are you the only one that doesn't know about Jesus of
Nazareth? We thought He was going to be the Messiah and so forth. And He was crucified and
on and on and on. And then finally, what does Jesus say to them? Luke 24:25-26 (NASB95)
25 And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 “Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter
into His glory?” And then I love what it says next. And it says, Then beginning with Moses
and with all the prophets... What's Moses and the prophets? That's the Old Testament law
and all the rest of the Old Testament. Moses and the prophets, Deuteronomy, the first five
books of the Old Testament, all the rest of the prophets and the sacred writings. beginning
with Moses and the prophets. He began to do what? He explained to them the things
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. And what did they say later? Did our hearts not
burn within us as He explained His scriptures to us? And you say, what's the point? You're

going to see.

Go to Acts chapter 2. Go to Acts chapter 2. And again, we looked at some of this in great detail
over the last couple of Easter’s, so I'm not going to go into great detail on this. I just want to
bring out a couple of points here in Acts chapter 2. Now, Luke recorded the episode on the
road to Emmaus. They didn't get it, right? They didn't understand the Old Testament
prophecies about how the Messiah was going to suffer and die and rise again. They didn't get
it. But He's walking along the road to Emmaus and He explains it to His disciples. That same
first day, you'll recall, we had Justin read it. He appears to them in the upper room. He explains
more about Himself and shows Himself. Eight days later, when Thomas is with Him,

remember? He shows Himself and explains it. Forty days before He ascends again, He's with
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500 or more. And He's with Peter. And He's with John. And He's with James. And He's

I

explaining the scriptures to them. So before the resurrection, before the Emmaus, road before
that first night in the upper room when He appeared to them, they didn't get it. But now they
understand. They see the resurrection, the suffering and resurrection of the Messiah in the
0ld Testament. Proof of that is when Peter stands up on Pentecost to preach that first sermon
that we have in Acts chapter 2. Look what He says in verse 22 when he preaches that first
sermon. He says this, Men of Israel, listen to these words. This is Acts 2:22. (NASB95) “Men
of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with
miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just
as you yourselves know-- this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and
foreknowledge of God..., , predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, It was written
before. It was laid out in the Old Testament scriptures that He was going to be crucified, that
He would die and would rise. This man, by the predetermined, laid out beforehand plan of
God, what? ...you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. “But
God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible
for Him to be held in its power. Then he said, an amazing quote. He quotes Psalm 110 16,
and He says this, Acts 2:25-27 (NASB95) 25 “For David says of Him, ‘I SAW THE LORD
ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; FORHEISATMY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN.
26 ‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; MOREOVER MY FLESH
ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 27 BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, NOR
ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. What's that all about? They figured out, they
were told by God, they are now indwelt by the Holy Spirit since Pentecost. And Peter
understands the Old Testament prophecies about the fact that Messiah would suffer and rise

again. And so he quotes right out of Psalm 16, eight through 11 there. And he says, look,
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Messiah Himself was speaking there. David was not the one speaking. I mean, excuse me,
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David was not speaking about himself. He says, He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
When David wrote that Psalm, He was not talking about himself. They didn't understand any
of that until the Lord explained it to them. No one ever claimed that David rose from the dead.
No one ever claimed that David was not in the grave. As a matter of fact, Psalm 16:10 there
says YOUR HOLY ONE, your holy one will not undergo decay. Holy One is a euphemism
specifically designed for the Messiah. When Jesus is born in Luke [Matthew] chapter one, it
says the holy child will be called Emmanuel, God with us, if you will. The first creatures, if you
will, who point out, publicly declare the holiness of God are actually demons. Demons in Luke
4:34 and Mark chapter 1:24, the demons say to Him, what have we to do with you, Jesus of
Nazareth, you Holy One of God. Holy One is a euphemism for the Messiah. And so, and in
writing here, or excuse me, in his preaching here, and of course, Luke wrote the book of Acts
as well. and in his preaching here, Peter goes on and even point blank says, it can't be referring
to David. Why? Look what He says in Acts 2, verse 29. Acts 2:29-35 (NASB95) 29 “Brethren,
I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 “And so, because he was a prophet and
knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS
ON HIS THRONE, 31 he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE
WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 “This Jesus
God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 33 “Therefore having been exalted to
the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,
He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 34 “For it was not David who
ascended into heaven, but he himself says: ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT AT MY

RIGHT HAND, 35 UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”” What am
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[ saying? Until the resurrection of Christ, until Lord led those Bible studies, if you will, on the
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Emmaus road in the upper room and for the days after his resurrection and appeared to them
and so forth, they didn't understand it, but now they're taking the Old Testament and they're
showing the prophecies of the suffering, dying, and resurrection of the Messiah, and they're
saying it was all fulfilled in Christ. The fact that these prophecies were filled now by the
resurrection shows that the prophecies were true. Therefore, you can trust the Word of God.
And so the very first thing you have to understand is the resurrection of Jesus Christ proved
the truthfulness of the Old Testament scriptures, and therefore they support the authority of
the Word of God. You can rely on it. This is the first time the apostles are quoting the Old

Testament with insight as to what it really meant.

For the interest of time, we don't need to go there, but well, let's do go there. Turn over to
Acts 13 real quick. Acts chapter 13. It's another relationship an illustration of the relationship
of scriptures, the Hebrew scriptures to the Old Testament, to the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. In Acts 13:32-33, the Word of God says this: He says, And we preach to you the
good news of the, get this, promise made to the fathers, What's that? That's the Old
Testament prophets, the promises made through the prophets. What? Acts 13:33 (NASB95)
that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also
written, now he quotes the second Psalm, in the second Psalm, ‘YOU ARE MY SON; TODAY
IHAVE BEGOTTEN YOU.” What's he mean? You are the son of God from all eternity, but there's
going to be a point in time when I actually give you life. How could God the Father ever give
life to the son who is co-equal with, there's only one God, three persons in one God, Father,
Son, and Spirit. The Son and the Father and the Spirit are all equal, co-eternal, all God. We
don't preach three gods, there's one God. And Christ is equal, the Father, the Father is equal

with the Christ, they're all equal with the Spirit and so forth. So how could God the Father to
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Son did, dies a real physical death, which He did on the cross at Calvary, and almighty God
gives Him that life back, physically speaking, if you will, by raising Him from the dead. It's
another verification. God is guaranteeing to Jesus by the resurrection that He would be the
long-awaited inheritor of all the Davidic promises. This is so absolutely spectacular to me.

The resurrection of Christ verifies the veracity, the authenticity of the word of God.

Now, the thing that [ was so excited about on Good Friday, that [ wanted to develop a little bit
further, is that not only does the resurrection of Christ promised in the scriptures, is proved
out by the actual resurrection of Christ, but that promise of the resurrection of Christ in the
scriptures was relied upon by Jesus in His humanity Himself. Look at Hebrews chapter 5.
Hebrews chapter 5 This is a wonderful truth in Scripture, and literally it should encourage
your souls greatly. The resurrection of Christ is the greatest encouragement for us to
persevere through the times of our own trials and suffering and heartache. Why? Because the
resurrection of Christ is what guarantees a second life. It's what guarantees a better life. It’s
what guarantees a future life. Remember Christ, He's in the garden three times, if you weren't
here on Good Friday, three times. You'll remember the story, I know. He's praying in the
garden of Gethsemane. He's in agony. He's sweating great drops of blood and so forth. He
says, oh, Father, if it's possible, let this cup pass from Me. Now, remember, cup is a symbol of
divine wrath. He says, man, if it's possible, let this cup pass from Me, okay? And the question
we brought up on Good Friday was simply this. Wait a minute, doesn't that sound like a little
reluctance on Jesus Christ to obey Almighty God? That doesn't sound like a godly thing to say.
Shouldn't He submit to it? No, that is exactly what perfect human righteousness that knows
no sin, that has no sin nature, that knows nothing but holiness and love and grace and

compassion, His entire existence. That is exactly the way holiness responds to sin. He was

Page 9/21



N

AL
P~

going to become the sin bearer. He would not be holy if He had any other response from His

I

humanness than, oh my, holiness repulses evil. Holiness reviles at evil. Holiness hates sin and
evil. It is the most holy thing for Jesus in His humanity to do than to say, oh, Father, sin
repulses Me. Not that! So, we know He's holy. It underscores His holiness by doing it. After
praying that three times, He eventually gets to the point, says, nevertheless, not my will, but
thy will be done. He goes back and prays, nevertheless, not my will, but thy will be done. He
goes back and prays, and then finally, He's steeled in His spirit. He's going to go to the cross.
He's obtained victory, if you will, in prayer. Why did I want you to go to Hebrews chapter 5?
[ really want to underscore this. Look at verse 7. Hebrews 5:7 (NASB95) In the days of His
flesh, He, Jesus, offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears,
where did that take place? In the Garden of Gethsemane, loud crying and tears, to the One
able to save Him, this is what [ wanted you to see, from death... Now, the word from there
doesn't mean, He didn't, doesn't say save him from dying. It says save him from death. It
means to save Him out from the condition of being dead. [t means to save Him through death,
if you will. And it says ...and He was heard because of His piety, because of His holiness.
What's the point? Christ Himself, in His humanity, relied upon the truth of the word of God
before His crucifixion, that God would not allow His Holy One to undergo decay. Psalm 16:10
(NASB95) For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to
undergo decay. Who's the Holy One? We just said, the Holy One, the only, it's a euphemism
for Messiah. Jesus is the Holy One. That was His name at birth, the Holy Child. That's what the
demons call him, the Holy One, okay? He is the Holy One. That psalm is talking about Him. He
relied upon the truth of Psalm 16:10, Himself, in going to the cross. And you and I can rely
upon the truth of the Word of God in going through our times of suffering. And it's just a

fantastic truth from the word of God.
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The resurrection of Jesus Christ not only verifies the authenticity of the word of God, the
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resurrection of Jesus Christ, the promises of God, are true, and they should encourage, your
soul, when you and I go through in times of intense suffering and heartache and sadness in

this earthly life.

Second thing the resurrection of Jesus Christ underscores clearly is the deity of Christ, the
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. You say, well, how so? Well, Romans 1:4 says Romans 1:4
(NASB95) who was declared, declared Jesus was, by Almighty God, the Son of God with
power, how so? by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Resurrection is proof that He is God in human form. That name, Son of
God, is a euphemism for the Messiah. It's God taking on human form. He was never called,
remember, the Son of God. He was the second person of the Trinity, always was and always
will be. But He took on the name Son of God, when in addition to being perfect, 100% divinity,
He became perfect, 100% sinless humanity. And so, it says in Acts 13:30 again, God raised
him from the dead. Romans 6:4, Christ was raised by the glory of the Father. Ephesians 1:20,
the Father of glory raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at His right hand on His throne.
The resurrection of Christ was God, the Father’s, declaration that this is My beloved Son. The
earliest preachers of the gospel all got that. Peter again there in Acts 2:32-35, says this Jesus
God raised up again. And He says, to which we are all witnesses. And He says, what you
now witness and see, this outpouring of the Holy Spirit, was all prophesied. For it was not
David, he says, who ascended into heaven, but he himself says, “THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD,
He's quoting Psalm 110:1, SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR
YOUR FEET.” What was the psalmist talking about? Are there two Lords? Well, in a sense, yes.
The Lord, Yahweh, said to my Lord, Adonai, sit at my right hand. He's talking about the

resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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first sermon when he preaches, he preaches the resurrection of Christ. And Peter asked, when
He says this, the crowd says to him, verse 37 of Acts chapter 2, Acts 2:37 (NASB95) Now
when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?” At that moment, that crowd on that very first
Sunday, a first sermon, asked the question that is the defining question in every human
being's life. Some of you sitting here this morning may not know Christ as your personal Lord
and Savior. And God, through His Word, is putting that question to you right now. What am I
to do? And what was Peter's answer? He didn't say, go to church, give more money, sing some
hymns, do a rosary, sprinkle some holy water, pray to a saint. No. He says the same thing that
Jesus Christ came preaching. He said, what should we do? He says, repent and believe. What's
he mean? Humble yourself before Almighty God. Acknowledge that He's God and you're not.
Acknowledge that He's perfect holiness and that you and I are sinners. Acknowledge that you
have broken, at least in your heart, every one of the Ten Commandments. Acknowledge that
you need a Savior. Get off your pride. Ask God to forgive you of your sin. Tell Him that you
believe that He truly does exist, that you believe that He came to earth in the person of a man,
Jesus the Christ. Tell Him that you believe that He took hell in your place on a Roman cross,
paid the penalty for your sins. Then ask Him to forgive you of your sins, come into your life
and make you whole. That is exactly, exactly, how to get into a right relationship with

Almighty God.

For those of you who are already in that position, the question is still the same. What must
you do in light of these truths? And Jesus was very clear in that as well. Pick up your cross
daily and follow Me. So, no resurrection, then Jesus is just a man. No resurrection, He might

have been a good man, He might have been a good moral teacher, might have made an impact
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claimed to be, the Son of God. God in human form. God in human form and the Savior of our

souls.

By the way, another thing that the resurrection underscores big time, I'm so happy I have the
time to get to this because this blessed my soul so much. Resurrection of Christ, it's the
keystone to everything in Christianity, but the resurrection of Jesus Christ absolutely
guarantees the completeness of your salvation and mine. See, the completeness of your
salvation and mine. See, what do you mean by that? Jesus did not come to be a good moral
teacher, although He was. Jesus did not come to simply make an impact on society, which He
did. Why in the world did Jesus Christ come? He says point blank in Luke 19:10, For the Son
of God has come to seek and to save the lost. He's come to seek and to save sinners. Well,
save them from what? Save them from what? Get this, Jesus Christ died on a cross to save you
and me from God. What? I thought He was God come in human form. Jesus Christ, God in
human form, God became a man, in the person of Christ, to save you and me from God. How
so? Because God is perfectly holy, and He'll have no sin in His presence and He is going to
mete out His wrath on sin. So in effect, Jesus, God, was rescuing man from the wrath of God.
Let me tell you something. Don't listen to my words. Listen to Jesus' words. Matthew 10:28.
Do not fear those who kill the body but who are unable to kill the soul; Jesus says, but
rather fear Him, He's talking about God the Father, who is able to destroy both body and
soul in hell. He came to take hell for you and me. And if you are one of His elect children, and
if you've repented of your sins and ask him to come into your life as your Lord and Savior,

you can have the assurance of knowing that that has indeed happened.

So, what's he say? First of all, could Christ actually do that? Could Christ actually accomplish

that? Well, back to 1 Corinthians 15:17, says it point blank, and if Christ has not been raised,

Page 13/21



N

e

<
]

your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. But he goes on and he says, Then those
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who also have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life
only, we are of all men most to be pitied. You know, I was filling my mind this week with
various things about the resurrection and the crucifixion and so forth, and [ was listening to
a sermon by R.C. Sproul, and he comes to this passage of scripture, and he has a great line.
Sproul says, I tell skeptics, I tell agnostics, I tell non-believers all the time, don't get angry when
I share the gospel of Christ with you. Don't get angry when I tell you that you're a sinner on your
way to hell. Don't get angry when I tell you that there's only one way to get into a right
relationship with God, and that's through the narrow gate that Jesus says you must enter by.
When he says, “I'm the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes unto the Father except through
me.” Don't get angry with me. He says, pity me. That's what the word of God says. I should be
pitied because I'm the biggest fool in the world if I believe this, and it's not true. But he goes on
and says in verse 20 of 1 Corinthians 15, But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, what's he talking
about? Adam and Eve, transgression, the fall, the fall of humanity, okay? Since by a
transgression of a man came death, because the curse of the fall came, and what does he say?
He cursed it as the ground because of your sake, and cursed it are you, and you will work by
the sweat of your brow, and because you ate and violated My will, you shall surely die. Death
comes as a result of our ancestor Adam and Eve's first sin, and death has been passed on the
human race since. We were born under the curse, but what? He says, For since by a man
came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. By a man came the
resurrection of the dead. What's he talking about? He's talking about Jesus there. Now, let's
continue on. Verse 22. This is a great truth. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall

be made alive. He didn't say all are going to be saved and go to heaven. A lot of people look
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because one man, Adam, died. Look right here in the Word of God. It says, one guy, Jesus
Christ, lives a spotless, sinless life and dies so that all men could go to heaven. Potentially, He
dies for all men to go to heaven, but all men don't go to heaven. Well, it says through the death
of one man, all shall be made alive. It didn't say all would go to heaven. It says all shall be

made alive.

What's the point? A lot of people don't realize this. The resurrection of Jesus Christ not only
guarantees the bodily, physical resurrection of believers in Christ, it guarantees the bodily,
physical resurrection of all human beings. Everybody who's ever lived. Believer, or
nonbeliever, will one day be resurrected. That's why, and this is so powerful, remember we
learned last Sunday, Palm Sunday, in His triumphal entry, and I said, “Look, He orchestrated
the raising of Lazarus from the dead just a week or two before his triumphal entry because
He knew all these mobs and crowds would be there, and this is one time when He wanted to
gather a crowd?” That resurrection of Lazarus was critical. But what does He say when He is
standing, and Martha says, you know, if you'd have come earlier, he wouldn't have died and
so forth, now he's been in the grave four days, and so forth. And what does He say to Martha?
Very important. John 11:25-26. He says, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes
in Me shall live even if he dies, meaning physically, and everyone who lives and believes in
Me shall never die, spiritually. See, remember, in the scriptures, death does not mean going
out of existence. Death is separation. Physical death. What happens? The you that you,
Aneudi. The you that you talk to when you're shaving in the morning. Well, you don't shave.
You've got a beard. Okay. But the you that you talk to when you comb your hair. That you,
that person, that you, that spirit. When you die, that you separates from your physical body.

That's death. Now, you don't go out of existence. Your spirit goes on. Your body goes into the
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ground. Death is separation. Spiritual death is the same way. What's spiritual death? Jesus
talks about non-believers are death walking. And so He talks about spiritual death is
separation of your spirit, our fallen sinful flesh and spirit, from a holy God. He says, look, [ am
the resurrection and the life. Why doesn't He just say, I'm the life. He says it to His disciples
in the upper room in John 14:6. He says, I'm the way, I'm the truth, I'm the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me. Why does He say this? I'm the resurrection and the life.
Because, now I got on to this because what's the point? The resurrection shows the
completeness of your salvation. Because Jesus Christ is not just the savior of your soul. He's
also the savior of your physical body. You're going to get a new physical body. If you're a
believer, you're going to get a physical body that's equipped to live in a millennial reign of
Christ and in all eternity in a real place called heaven. If you're a non-believer, you're going
to be raised after the millennial reign, Revelation 20. You're going to be raised for judgment.
And you're going to get a new body. Fit to live forever in torment in hell. Where are you

getting that at?

Turn over to the Gospel of John, chapter 5. The Gospel of John, chapter 5. And remember, the
point of all this is the resurrection of Jesus Christ guarantees a bodily resurrection for
everybody. See, everybody who's ever been born is going to exist forever. You'll exist in a real
place called hell. Or you will live and have real life in a real place called heaven. But in John,
chapter 5, look what he says in verse 28 and 29. Jesus talking. He says, Do not marvel at this,
for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice,... Everybody
who's dead is going to hear His voice. Believer and non-believer. Doesn't make any distinction
there. ...and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those
who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. That shows you. Believers

and non-believers. Now, wait a minute. Somebody goes, wait a minute. I thought you were
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saved simply by faith in the atoning work of God in the person of Christ. This sounds to me

N

like, you do good deeds, you go to heaven. You do bad deeds, evil deeds, you go to hell. No, no,
no, no, no, no. That's not teaching a works salvation. Well, how do you know, John? Well, first
of all, back up in the very same context of the conversation. Go back to verse [24]. In the same
conversation, Jesus says, Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him
who sent Me, what's it say? has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has
passed out of death into life. Well, then, what's He mean by there's coming a point in time
when everybody who's ever died will be risen again and those who did the good deeds?
Because He's not talking about salvation. He's talking about, well, he's talking about salvation.
He's saying, look, what have we said all the time? Faith without works is dead. It's not a
legitimate faith. If you're genuinely born again, if you genuinely have a relationship with God
through Christ, over a process of time, the Spirit of God at work in you is going to become
evident. You're going to see the fruit of the Spirit; love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
goodness, etc. You're going to realize Ephesians 2:8-9, For by grace you're saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no
one may boast. But what's he say in Ephesians 2:10? For we, believers in Christ, are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus, what? for good works. If you're genuinely born
again, you're going to do the good deeds. If you're not born again, you're never going to do
any of the good works that God has foreordained before you. And therefore, evil deeds will
be the fruit that is the epitome of your life. And so, it's not talking about being saved by works.
He's making a contrast between genuine believers and non-believers. The whole point of all
that is that both believers and non-believers are going to be raised from the dead. The
resurrection of Christ guarantees the bodily resurrection of all humanity. Now, those

resurrections take place in different times. The resurrection of believers will be to a bema
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judgment where rewards will be given out for all eternity. And after the thousand-year

I

millennial reign of Christ, in Revelation 20, when Satan's been loose for a time, and God finally
brings the whole thing to a halt and ends the world, is going to be the resurrection of non-
believers. And they will face what? Judgment. Judgment from the Lord Jesus. And what will
be the judgment? Because you did not obey My words. Jesus said point blank, if you love Me,
obey My commands. What was the very first command given us by the Lord Jesus Christ?

Repent and believe in Me. The first basic command. And by rejecting Christ, you reject it all.

So, the bodily resurrection of believers and non-believers in life, our physical resurrection is
guaranteed by the resurrection of Christ. How do you know? John 11:25, I am the resurrection
and the life. Our spiritual justification, we've already seen, is guaranteed by the resurrection
of Christ. The sending of the Holy Spirit. Your justification in a right relationship with God,
your sanctification, your growth in holiness, your future glorification, living forever with
Almighty God in a real place called heaven. Every aspect of your salvation is all tied up in the
resurrection of Christ. The sending of the Holy Spirit. John 16:7. Unless I go away, I cannot
send the comforter to you. But because | go away, I will send another comforter. And the word
another there in the Greek means: another of the exact same kind in essence. I'll send another
comforter to you. Now Christ can't ascend if He doesn't rise. The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is critical for the sending of the Holy Spirit. What's the Holy Spirit do? He indwells His
children. He gives us wisdom and discernment. Helps us understand the scriptures. Gives us
enablement. Pours out grace in our life and so forth. Our physical resurrection. Our spiritual
justification. The sending of the Holy Spirit. By the way, just write this one down. The
forgiveness of your sins. Acts 13:37-39. It says, He, Christ, whom God raised, did not undergo
decay. Therefore..., it says, ...through Him, the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. Not

just your past sins. Your present sins and the sins we will commit in the future. Because He
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was raised. He did not undergo decay. He's a risen Savior. He's a living Savior. And the

I

forgiveness of sins, the word of God says, is preached to us. Here's another one that the
resurrection, people missed this one. The absolute destruction of Satan. Satan's power.
Hebrews 2:14-16. It says, Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He
Himself, speaking of Christ, the Son of God, likewise also partook of the same, that through
death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is the devil, and
might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. And he

goes on.

By the way, grace. The pouring out of grace. The provision of grace in your life depends on
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. How so? Hebrews 4:14-16 says what? Therefore boldly,
Bernie, come boldly. Before what? The throne of grace. That you and I might find what? Grace
and mercy to help in time of need. Who is positioned at the throne of grace? The Lord Jesus

Christ. He couldn't be there to dispense grace in our lives if He hadn't risen from the dead.

And lastly, your glorification. The fact that you and I are going to make it. We're going to get
to heaven someday. No matter what hell on earth you're going through right now, no matter
what the struggles are, if you genuinely know Christ as your Lord and Savior, number one,
you are not going to permanently, forever deny your faith in Christ. And you are going to
strive to be faithful to the Lord, oh, not perfectly, but you're going to strive to be faithful to
the Lord Jesus Christ all your entire earthly walk. Well, how can you say that? Because of
Hebrews 7:25. Hebrews 7:25. What's it say? Therefore He, Christ, is able to save, keyword,
forever. He's able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, through His
person and work on the cross. Since, because, He always lives to make intercession for
them. If Jesus Christ wasn't praying for you and for me continually, we not only would

stumble and fall into sin as we already do on occasion, we literally would be eternally lost.
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We would not be saved. But He is constantly our ongoing intercessor. What did He tell Peter

N
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in Matthew? He said, Peter, Satan has desired to sift you like wheat. Peter says, Yeah, but you
stopped him, didn't you Lord? No. Jesus says, No. I've prayed for you, Peter, so that when you
turn again, meaning what? After you stumble and after you fall into sin, after you deny me
three times and on and on and on. He says, after you turn again, you will strengthen your
brothers. He prayed for Peter that his faith, it says, would fail not. Your faith, if you're a
genuine believer in Christ, will never ultimately fail to the point of you walking away from
Christ, and losing your salvation, and going to hell. Because Christ continually is praying for

us. And He would not be there praying for us if there were no resurrection.

There is so much more to this. Lord willing, if I live another year, maybe I'll share more of it

with you next Easter Sunday, if not sooner. Let's close in a word of prayer.

Father, we thank You for this time in Your word. Lord, I know that there are some people here
today who still have to answer the question: What are they going to do about their sin? And
what are they going to do about the person and work of Jesus the Christ? His offer of eternal
life and forgiveness of sins is clear. Father, we pray that this Easter Sunday might be the day
that one or more people here or perhaps within the sound of my voice will enter into that
salvation transaction with You. They will simply say, I do believe. Forgive me of my sins. Come
into my heart and life and make me Your child. Father, for the rest of us who know for a
certainty that You have caused us to ask You into our heart as our Lord and Savior, I pray that
these reminders from your scriptures would encourage us and embolden us in our faith. That
we now would better understand how to pray more diligently for those we love, how to pray
more diligently even for ourselves in order to tap into more and more of the means of grace
and to enable us to live in greater holiness. To bear up under the struggles of this life and to

live whatever days we have left on this earth testifying for You, Lord, with both our life and
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our lip, and for Your glory. It is all secured to us through the blessed resurrection of Yourself

N
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in the person of Jesus the Christ in whose matchless name we ask it. And all God's people

again said, Amen and Amen.
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