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A SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 

 

THE PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST 

  
READING 1 Gethsemane Mark 14: 26-42 

New Testament Page 52 

READER: Katie Hatzis 

 

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

27 “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, 

    and the sheep will be scattered.’[a] 

28 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

29 Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 

30 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows 

twice[b] you yourself will disown me three times.” 

31 But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 

you.” And all the others said the same. 

Gethsemane 

32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, “Sit here 

while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be 

deeply distressed and troubled. 34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of 

death,” he said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 

35 Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might 

pass from him. 36 “Abba,[c] Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this 

cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 

37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to 

Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so 

that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mARK%2014%3A26-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24782a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mARK%2014%3A26-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24785b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mARK%2014%3A26-42&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24791c
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39 Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he came back, he 

again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to 

say to him. 

41 Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! 

The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! 

Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

 

Hymn: I Stand Amazed in the Presence (UMH 371, Verse 1,2) 

The first candle is extinguished. 
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READING 2 Jesus Arrested Mark 14: 43-50 

New Testament Page 52 

READER: Michael Hatzis 

 

Jesus Arrested 

43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd 

armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and 

the elders. 

44 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest 

him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, 

“Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47 Then one of 

those standing near drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off 

his ear. 

48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs 

to capture me? 49 Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did 

not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone deserted him and 

fled. 

 

Hymn:  I Stand Amazed in the Presence (UMH 371, Verse 3,4) 

The second candle is extinguished. 
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READING 3 Jesus Before the 

Sanhedrin 

Mark 14: 53-72 

New Testament Page 52-53 

READER: Matthew Thomas 

 

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin 

53 They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the 

teachers of the law came together. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the 

courtyard of the high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the 

fire. 

55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so 

that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely 

against him, but their statements did not agree. 

57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, 

‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build 

another, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree. 

60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to 

answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus 

remained silent and gave no answer. 

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 

62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 

Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he 

asked. 64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” 

They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit at him; they 

blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took 

him and beat him. 

Peter Disowns Jesus 

66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest 

came by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. 

“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 
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68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and 

went out into the entryway.[a] 

69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This 

fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it. 

After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for 

you are a Galilean.” 

71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re 

talking about.” 

 

72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time.[b] Then Peter remembered the word 

Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice[c] you will disown me three 

times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 

Hymn: What Wondrous Love Is (UMH 292 Verses .1,2) 

The third candle is extinguished. 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014%3A%2053-72&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24823a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014%3A%2053-72&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24827b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014%3A%2053-72&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24827c
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READING 4 Jesus Before the 

Sanhedrin 

Mark 15: 1-5 

New Testament Page 52-53 

READER: Michael Jones 

 

Jesus Before Pilate 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over 

to Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You 

say so.” 3 Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, 

“Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus 

made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

 

 

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (UMH 286, Verse 1) 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

 

 

 

  



Page | 7 
April 3, 2026 

  
READING 5 Barabbas or Christ? Mark 15: 6-15 

New Testament Page 53 

READER: Janet Vest 

 

Pilate Hands Jesus Over to Be Crucified 

6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 

asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had 

committed murder during the insurrection. 8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate 

to do for them according to his custom. 9 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to 

release for you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 

the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 

have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what 

do you wish me to do[a] with the man you call[b] the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted 

back, “Crucify him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they 

shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 

Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified. 

 

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (UMH 286, Verse 2) 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%206-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24832a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%206-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24832b
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READING 6 The Soldiers Mock 

Jesus 

Mark 15: 16-20 

New Testament Page 53 

READER: Kathy Fredeking 

 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters), and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him in a 

purple cloak, and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it on him. 18 And they 

began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat 

upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 

 

 

Hymn: What Wonderous Love Is This (UMH 286, Verse 3) 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 
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READING 7 The Crucifixion Mark 15: 21-32 

New Testament Page 54 

READER: Scott Mayberry 

 

The Crucifixion of Jesus 

21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; 

it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought 

Jesus[a] to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered 

him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided 

his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the 

charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two 

rebels, one on his right and one on his left.[b] 29 Those who passed by derided[c] him, 

shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 In the same way the 

chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and 

saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah,[d] the King of 

Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who 

were crucified with him also taunted him. 

 

Hymn: Are Ye Able (UMH 530, Verses 1,2) 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 

 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2021-32&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24842a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2021-32&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24847b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2021-32&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24848c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2021-32&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24851d
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READING 8 The Death of Jesus Mark 15: 33-37 

New Testament Page 54 

READER: Pastor Moeller 

 

The Death of Jesus 

33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[a] until three in the 

afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”[b] 35 When 

some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36 And 

someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 

saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave 

a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 

Hymn: Were You There  (UMH 288, Verses 1,4) 

The Christ Candle is taken away or extinguished. A loud noise? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2033-37&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24852a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2033-37&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24853b
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READING 9 This Was The Son of 

God 

Mark 15: 38-39 

New Testament Page 54 

READER: Pastor Moeller 

 

38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when the 

centurion who stood facing him saw that in this way he[a] breathed his last, he said, 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!”[b] 

 

Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (UMH 298) 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2038-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24858a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015%3A%2038-39&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24858b

