Faith Lutheran Church

Second Sunday of Easter
April 12th, 2026

Introduction

In today’s gospel the risen Christ
appears to the disciples and offers
them the gift of peace. Even amid
doubts and questions, we experience
the resurrection in our Sunday
gathering around word and meal, and
in our everyday lives. Throughout the
coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

Gathering

Gathering Hymn
ELW 384 “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Responses on the screens

Kyrie
ELW Setting One Kyrie & This is the Feast
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Greeting

Prayer of the Day

Children’s Sermon & Sunday School

Word



First Reading Acts 2:14a, 22-32
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s
plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11,
to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned.
42 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the
crowd]: ?*“Fellow Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know “°this man, handed over to you
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed
by the hands of those outside the law. ** But God raised him up, having released
him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its
power. *° For David says concerning him,
‘| saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
2" For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
*You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
29“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *° Since he was a
prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of
his descendants on his throne. ®' Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection
of the Messiah, saying,
‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16
" Protect me, O God, for | take ref- uge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- bove all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble a- mong the people.
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
“1 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names up- on my lips.
>0 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who up- hold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
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indeed, | have a rich inheritance.
"I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
] have set the LORD al- ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall not be shaken.
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- it rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
'“For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
"You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures
for- evermore.

Second Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because
of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through
Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead “ and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, °who are being protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ©In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’ so that
the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed. © Although you have not seen him, you love him,
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,
the salvation of your souls.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation ELW Setting One
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20" chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel John 20:19-31

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from
the Lord.

'“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?° After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the

Lord. ?' Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so | send you.” > When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. > If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. ?° So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”

2 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” " Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” ? Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him,
“‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”

%O Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not
written in this book. *' But these are written so that you may continue to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon & Silent Reflection

Hymn of the Day
ELW 635 “We Walk by Faith”

Nicene Creed

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



The prayers conclude:
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Meal
Peace

Offering
“For Jesus, the quality of the gift is not how large it is, but the proportion you give
and the heart with which you give it.” There are many options for giving including
plate giving, text to give (833-686-4752) or through our website.

Offertory Hymn
ACS 1092 “Thank you, Lord”
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1 Thank you, Lord, thank  you, Lord, thank  you,
2 Been so good, been S0 good, been S0
3 Been my friend, been my friend, been  my
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Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
good, I just want to thank you, Lord.
friend, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.
Offering Prayer
Holy Communion
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

...as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

...Grace our table with your presence. Come, Holy Spirit.

...burning with justice, peace, and love. Come, Holy Spirit.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God



Distribution Hymn
ELW 389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

Blessing

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Faith Lutheran Church is a community living in God'’s love which embraces and welcomes every person as part of God’s Beloved Community. We celebrate each
person created in God’s image as we strive for justice, peace, and racial equity in our community and the wider world. We openly welcome and affirm all persons of
every race, age, socioeconomic class, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical and mental ability, marital and family status,
background, and experience. We seek to live as a community of God’s people that values each person’s voice, gifts, and full participation in all areas of the
congregation’s life and worship. We embrace the work of the Holy Spirit moving in and through us as we care for the earth and all of God'’s people.

FAITH ACTIVE IN LOVE

Gathered as a community living in God’s love we serve all people, care
for the earth and embrace the work of the Holy Spirit.

Faith Lutheran Church will be recognized as a community of spiritual growth, a place of acceptance and
inclusion, a gateway for environmental stewardship, a creator of partnerships and an advocate for social
jJustice and peace.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP this Sunday includes:

Presiding Rev. John C. Norquist

Organist/ Pianist Stephen V. Hibbard

Reader Cindy Dellegrazio

Communion Assistant Cindy Dellegrazio

Cup Deacons

Greeter Vangie Sherman

Sunday School Instructor Tom Schoofs

Ushers

Communion Set-up Bev Yurske, Jean Benz, Virginia Anderle
Live Stream Tom & Kelly Dennison

April Mission of the Month: Advocates of Ozaukee County



Easter Lilies

Virginia Anderle in Memory of Bruce Anderle, LaVerne Gresch in Memory of Jim & Cathy,
Ruth Gollnick in Memory of Jim Gollnick, Wayne Krueger in Memory of Lois Krueger, Carol
Alexander Coutts in Memory of Jim & Lee Coutts & Don Alexander, Sandy Stelter in Honor of
my Four Great Grandchildren, Nancy Hammen in Memory of John Hammen, Sean & Laura
Kinnunen in Memory of Rebecca Lederer and Gerald & Lois Scherbert, Barbara Johnson in
Memory of Mary Ann, Joe & Dottie Dorr in Memory of Rev. Erik Jelinek, Cindy Ehlers in
Memory of my Husband and Parents, Glenn & Bev Yurske in Memory of Ken & Renny
Rappold, Alisa & John Norquist in Memory of Cheryl Bostrom, Joyce Caldwell in Memory of
Mike Caldwell, Vonna Pitel in Memory of Eldon & Marceda Pitel, Michelle Burton in Memory of
Richard & Sonia Burton, Vangie Sherman in Memory of Hal Sherman, Cindy & Phil
Dellegrazio in Memory of Michael Dellegrazio

Be Curious

The hit Apple TV series Ted Lasso became a cultural phenomenon as the first
season was released in August 2020, in the thick of the global pandemic. This
sports-comedy-drama told the story of the title character, an American college
football coach turned professional English soccer coach with zero experience in
that sport. Ted’s genuine positivity was hilariously infectious amid the real
challenges he faced in his work and relationships. He encouraged people not to
make assumptions of one another and to “be curious” in life.

In many ways, the disciple Thomas could have been an acolyte of Ted Lasso.
Though he is often dubbed “the doubter,” Thomas’s disposition was really one of
curiosity. After all, how could he not be curious? He was the one disciple who
missed out on Jesus’ first resurrection appearance in that locked house. Who
wouldn’t feel the sting of missing such a sight, and hope to share in a similar
experience? Thomas, in his faithfully curious way, desired to put his hands in
Jesus’ pierced hands and side. His belief in the resurrection was contingent upon
the quenching of his curiosity. That is, without his inquisitiveness, the story lacks
its climactic revelation: Thomas’s proclamation, “My Lord and my God!” (John
20:28).

We could go on labeling Thomas a doubter, but such a title is unfortunately riddled
with disparaging connotations. Perhaps we would do well to claim him as “Thomas
the curious,” recognizing that doubt and belief intersect along curiosity’s pathway.
Thomas may just be our example of how to perceive the resurrection in our midst,
thereby leading us into a deeper understanding of life with the risen Christ. After
all, it is his proclamation we share in the Easter season as we declare Jesus
crucified and risen. May we, too, be curious as we look for signs of Easter among

us.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
N35 W6621 Wilson Street
Cedarburg, WI 53012
262-377-0960
www.faithlutherancedarburg.com
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