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WELCOME TO ST. STEPHEN'S!

A nursery is provided for children through age 4 for both worship services and for infants and
toddlers during Sunday School. The nursery is located at the end of the hall on the right side.

Children’s bags can be found in the “Kid’s Corner” of the narthex.
Restroom facilities are located down the hall on the left side.

First Aid, Emergency Equipment, and a wheelchair are located down the hall on the right by
the stairwell.

If for any reason you must leave the sanctuary, the service is live streamed in the Agape
Sunday School classroom. Any usher will be glad to direct you.

Sunday school classes are provided for 2 year olds through adults.

Listening devices and larger print bulletins are located in the narthex.
Ushers are also available to assist you.

If you are a visitor feel free to sign-in using the QR code. Here’s how it works:
Point your camera at the image, tap the link that appears on your screen, and
share whatever information you desire. Thank you! Hope to see you again soon!

Dfecakzi s

GREETING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND PEACE
PRELUDE “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” H. Alexander Matthews
(We Stand)

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God raises us up to new life. Let us
confess to God our sins and all that waits for resurrection in our lives.
Amen.

God of grace and glory,

You have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. Yet our
lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in Christ, O God. Make us new as you make
all things new. Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore
us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil
deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, brings peace, and
humbles earthly pride. God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ
to all who confess their sin.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!” ELW 380
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I Hal-le - lu - jah! Je -sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je -sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je -sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you;
4 Je - sus lives! Let all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An-gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ, the con-quer-or, has gone,
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he 1is, you shall be too;
Praise him in a no - bler song, cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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bright fore -tun - ner to the skies of his peo-ple, yet to rise.
lives for -ev - er to  be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
with the Lord, at God’sright hand, as a vic - tor you shall stand.
Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell o - bey.
Glo -ty to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and Ilove!
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GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you always.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal - vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity ol all, let us pray Lo the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,

Help., save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
Assisting minister
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THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(We Sit)
FIRST READING Acts 2:14a, 22-32

“apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], ?“You that are
Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves
know—2=’this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,
you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. **But God raised him up, having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. ?*For David
says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will
not be shaken; “°therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will
live in hope. ?’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience
corruption. 2You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness
with your presence.’ **Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that
he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. %Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his
throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.” **This Jesus God raised up, and
of that all of us are witnesses.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 16
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In  your pres-ence there is full - ness of’ joy.

'Protect me, O God, for | take ref- | uge in you;
| have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
“I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips. R
®0 LoRD, you are my portion | and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, | have a | rich inheritance.



"I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
8 have set the LORD al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, | shall | not be shaken. R
My heart, therefore, is glad and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall | rest in hope.
'For you will not abandon me | to the grave,
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
"You will show me the | path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore. R

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9

®Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead “and into an

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who are being
Erotected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, “so that the
genuineness of your faith— bemg more precious than gold that, though perlshable is tested by
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you

believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, *for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(We Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” °After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so | send you.” ”When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ®If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” *But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ?*So the other disciples told him, “We have seen
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.” *°A week later his
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to him, “Have
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.” **Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(We Sit)
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Jason
SERMON Pastor Jason

(We Stand)



HYMN OF THE DAY "Now the Green Blade Rises ” ELW 379
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1 Now the green blade ris - es from the bur -ied grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the r1is - en grain,
4 When our hearts are win - ftry, griev-ing, or in pain,
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think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in  the grave had  lain;
your touch can  call us back to life a - gain,
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - r1is - ing green.

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
(We Sit)

OFFERING

God calls us to be generous stewards for the sake of our ministry near and far.
You can support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate,
mailing it to the church, giving online (sslc.org or use the QR Code) or through
the Givelify app. If you would like more details on direct deposit giving please
contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.

Voluntary “Lift High the Cross” William Bates
(We Stand)
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE

THE SANCTUS
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
(We Sit)
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THE AGNUS DEI

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! We receive communion this morning
at the center aisle. Communion will be brought to the front rows for those who wish to
remain seated. Children who commune should be assisted by adults near them. Those unable
to partake of wine or wheaten bread are assured of our Lord's presence in, with, and under each
element alone. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Communion Music “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” Robert Powell

The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
The hymn can be found in the back portion of the LBW (Green) Hymnal in your pew rack.

Communion Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together” LBW 212
(We Stand)

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

BENEDICTION

May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill
you with great joy and bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW 384
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Easter Victory”
13
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Sunday, April 12,2026
2nd Sunday of Easter

Welcomed with Open Arms

Thomas is not the only one missing from the assembly the Sunday after
Easter Sunday. We are not told why Thomas is missing, but we do know
why plenty of other folks are absent from the assembly: vacations,
traveling, spring break for the kids.

Thomas is criticized for doubting, but he asks for nothing more than
the same experience of the risen Christ the rest of the disciples had.

By the grace of God, Jesus returns a second time and offers his body as
living proof to Thomas. In the presence of Jesus, Thomas discovers he
did not need the proof he demanded. Thomas’ story is our story. We are
not always where we need to be. Sometimes we even find ourselves in
places we should not be at all. But Jesus comes to us, seeking us out and
giving us the gift of faith. Thomas is not criticized, he is not condemned.
Instead Jesus loves Thomas back into a relationship and shows the
disciples what the words “Peace be with you” mean when lived out.

The resurrection promise can be heard through Peter’s powerful
preaching in the reading from Acts as well. Jesus will triumph over
death. Peter points to Jesus’ death on the cross, but what of the little
ways we die? The loss of relationships, the ending of friendships, the
pain of being alone and left out, the despair of losing a job, the doubt
that comes on the heels of a negative diagnosis. Jesus comes to bring a
holy peace and resurrection into the world in these times as well. This
Sunday is an opportunity to proclaim the power of the resurrection and
the grace of God, who welcomes Thomas with open arms.
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Second Sunday of Easter

The church keeps Easter for eight Sundays. Early Christians referred to
Sunday as the eighth day, as if the normal week of seven is miraculously
completed in an extraordinary eighth day. The fifty days culminates at
Pentecost. Each Sunday, individually and communally, we meet the risen
Christ in word and sacrament.

John 20:19-31

The church continues the pattern alluded to in John’s gospel, of
assembling on the first day of the week to receive the Spirit of the cross
and resurrection and to exchange the peace of Christ. As we expect of
John, the narrative in chapter 20 testifies to the identity of Christ as Lord
and God. For Christians, to touch Christ is to touch God, and we do this in
the flesh of our neighbor’s hand at the peace and with the bread of Christ
in our palm at communion.

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Throughout the Sundays of the fifty days of Easter, passages from Acts
proclaim the meaning of the resurrection. Although many contemporary
Christians do not share Luke’s hermeneutic, we build this Sunday upon
this early Christian proclamation of God’s raising Jesus from the place of
the dead to be the power of the church emerging throughout the world.
Each Sunday we are witnesses of the resurrection.

1 Peter 1:3-9

In Year A, the second readings throughout the Easter season read
semi-continuously through the letter of 1 Peter, which can be seen as an
early example of post-baptismal catechesis. What does it mean to be
baptized into the death and resurrection of Christ? This passage readies
us to hear the narrative concerning Thomas and John’s words about
whose who have seen the risen Christ and those who have not, all of
whom are called to “an indescribably and glorious joy.”
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in honor of their grandmother, Claudia
DuBose’s birthday by Kevin and Whitney Egan and Sidney and Addie Brock.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: (8:30) Reuben Eargle, Sandy Shealy, Jim Nantz, Daryl Hooker, & Rick Loging;
(11:00) Otis Rawl, G Kolb, Mike Burgess, Myra Strock, Roy Windham, & George Mathias
Cantor: Shawn Lackey
Organist: Frances Webb
Greeters: (8:30) Marty and Jim Nantz; (11:00) Mary Sesler
Readers: (8:30) Shannon Burnett; (11:00) Sharon Paeth
Communion Assistants: (8:30) Ann Clark; (11:00) Myra Strock
Order of St. Stephen’s: (8:30) [A] Ethan Kean [C] Jaime Wessinger;
(11:00) [A] Stone Lewis [C] Audrey Lewis

The Church Staff Website: www.sslc.org

The Rev. Jason T. Antley The Rev. Ralph G. Hill

Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life ~ Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator

Ms. Susan Wilson, Director of Music/Organist  Mrs. Julie Tworzyanski, Preschool Director
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus

Sunday School Information:

Locations for Children’s Classes Locations for Adult Classes
Nursery — Room #105 Agape Adult Class
Room #102 (Closest to Narthex)
2—4 year olds & 5K — Room #103 Saints & Sinners with PJ and PR
Room #203 (Large Upstairs Room)
[ 15—5" Grade — Room # 216 Women Digging Deeper
Parlor
6"—8™ Grade — Room #212 For those not attending a Sunday School
class but waiting on a child to get out of
one, feel free to sit in the Social Hall!
9" —12™ Grade — Room #217 If you are interested in beginning a new Sunday
School class please contact Mrs. Shannon.

If you are not receiving the weekly announcements and monthly newsletter via email
and would like to receive them, please email Shannon (Shannon@sslc.org) so she
can add you to the distribution list.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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