Good Friday Service
April 3, 2026
Joint Service with Gladwin Heights, St. Andrew’s (Mission) and Trinity Memorial United Churches
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Prelude

Territorial Acknowledgement

Since time immemorial, Indigenous people walked on this land. Their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives. We acknowledge the Stó:lō people on whose traditional territory we gather and we give thanks. May we honour one 
another and life itself.

Diversity Candle 

Greeting and Welcome

(bold font is what people say together, thanks to musicians, leave in silence)
Call to Worship:

Today the carpenter’s hands are nailed to a cross, the king of kings is crowned with thorns and wears the purple robe of mockery. Today he sets us free, himself imprisoned upon a 
tree. Today is God’s Friday. We come to worship.

Anthem: “Thirty Pieces of Silver” by Mary Kay Bell and

 John Carter. Solo – Jerry Johnson

Prayer of Approach:

O Lord Jesus Christ, beloved child of the Living God, hear our prayer. 
You set your passion, cross, and death before us to speak to our souls. 
Speak to our souls now. Grant mercy and grace to our lives. Bring peace and comfort to your church. 
Give us assurance and everlasting life. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who with God the Creator and with 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, world without end. Amen.

Hymn: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  VU 149
When I survey the wondrous cross

on which the Prince of glory died,

my richest gain I count but loss,

and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast

save in the death of Christ, my God!

All the vain things that charm me most,

I sacrifice them through his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,

sorrow and love flow mingled down.

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,

or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,

that were a present far too small.

Love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all.
Lesson: John 18:1 – 8
 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.”

Hymn: “Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148
Jesus, remember me



when you come into your kingdom.


Jesus, remember me



when you come into your kingdom.

Prayers for Judas:
O God, we pray for those who are disillusioned on the long journey in search of excellence. We pray for those who have compromised themselves, or sold out their loved ones and their ideals when life did not unfold according to their plan. We pray for those whose sin seems so obvious that it keeps us from looking at the little deadly betrayals we make in our lives. We pray for those we use as scapegoats, who carry the blame and weight of our individual and collective failures. We pray for 
the strength to forgive those who cannot forgive themselves.

Lesson: John 18: 10 – 18, 25 – 27 
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in.

17 “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.

He replied, “I am not.”

18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.

25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”

He denied it, saying, “I am not.”

26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that 
moment a rooster began to crow.

Hymn: “Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148  

Prayers for Peter:
As we reflect on the thoughts of those gathered on that first Good Friday, God, hear our prayers for all in our world, including ourselves, who face similar dilemmas, hopes, and fears. We pray for all people who, like Peter, feel lost and confused when life does not go the way they had anticipated. We pray for all those who give up on their dreams and go back to basic survival techniques – addictions, complying with the demands of others, or getting lost in their work. We pray for all people who, like Peter, deny that they are in denial. We pray for fresh dreams and the courage to live them out.

Lesson: John 18: 19 – 23

19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching.

20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.”

22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded.

23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what 
is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?”

Hymn: “Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148
Prayers for Caiaphas the High Priest:
Holy One, we pray for the religious leaders around the world and within our own faith tradition. We pray for those who have the burden of caring for the whole flock amidst the call to be prophetic, upsetting and open to the direction of the Holy Spirit. Help us to be aware when our own need for security and control subverts your holy calling. We pray for the strength to put our faith in you as you call us into a new way of 
being.

Lesson: John 18: 28, 19:16

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.

Hymn: Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148
Prayers for Pilate:
We pray today for political leaders, those who must balance the demands of opposing views of their constituents and the municipal, provincial, or national level. Give them a heart of compassion and a head for common sense when making decisions that affect the lives of the people they govern or represent. We pray for wisdom and insight, and we pray for foresight, that we may be aware that whatever decisions we make today will affect the future of this planet and our 
children’s children.

Lesson: John 19: 23 – 24

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them
    and cast lots for my garment.”[a]
So this is what the soldiers did.

Hymn: Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148
Prayers for the Soldier:
O God, there seems to be no respite from war. In a world perpetually enmeshed in battle we pray for the strength to stop destroying our brothers and sisters in the human family. As we think of the soldiers who took part in the torture and crucifixion of Jesus, we think of soldiers in our world today. We pray for those who enlist with the highest ideals to serve their country, to defend the innocent, to free the persecuted, to say “no” to demonic dictatorship. We pray for those who enlist because it seems like the only option to avoid economic poverty, or because they are conscripted and have no choice but to go.  We pray for their safety for the roles they play, we are grateful. The life and death choices they face: to kill or be killed, many of us can only imagine, or do not want to contemplate. May the wounds and scars they must forever bear on body and soul stir us to steadfastly seek your ways of peace in our 
families, in our communities, in our world.  

Lesson: John 19: 25 – 27

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[a] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that 
time on, this disciple took her into his home.

Hymn: “Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148
Prayers for Mary Magdalene:
We pray for those who have loved and lost. Holy One, be with all who grieve the loss of loved ones. Comfort them with your abiding love and sustain them with precious memories. We give thanks for those who have brough love into our lives, those who have brought out the best in us. Help us to continue to offer our best in recognition of the love we have received 
and continue to receive from you.

Lesson: John 19: 28 – 42

The Death of Jesus

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,”[a] 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”[b]
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.[c] 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and 
since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Prayers for Mary and Other Parents:
Holy Mary, only one who has lived through the death of their own child can know this kind of grief. Bless with your parental love all who grieve for the sake of their children. We pray for those whose children have died by accident, illness, murder, or at their own hand. We pray for those whose children suffer from illness, addictions, or destructive lifestyles. We pray for those who are estranged from their children, that there may be healing of relationships and hope in our hearts once again.

Hymn: “Were You There” VU 144
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when the sun refused to shine?

Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they pierced him in the side?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?
Song of Lament (Christine Schaufert)
Closing Prayer:

This has been the day of the end of our hope. 
This Son of God, this Man of Peace, has been crucified and lies in a tomb, blocked by stone. 
Is there no victory over death? Is not the love of God stronger than death? In the shadow of Christ’s suffering, we wait. 
O God, grant mercy and grace to us all; roll the stone of the world’s despair away. Through your love and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, give us the assurance of 
everlasting life. Amen.

Hymn: “There is a Green Hill Far Away” VU 152
There is a green hill far away,

outside a city wall,

where the dear Lord was crucified,

who died to save us all.

We may not know, we cannot tell,

what pains he had to bear;

but we believe it was for us

he hung and suffered there.

There was no other good enough

to pay the price of sin;

his death has opened wide the gate

of heaven, to let us in.

O dearly, dearly has he loved,

and we must love him too,

and trust in his redeeming blood,

and try his works to do
Commissioning:

We leave this place and time recognizing the pain of the reality of death and brokenness in our world. Yet we know that death is not the end of the story. We know that goodness is stronger than evil love is stronger than hate light is stronger than darkness and 
life is stronger than death. 

Benediction:

Until we gather again in the fullness of the joy of Easter let us go forth in peace in the name of God, our Creator, Jesus our Saviour and the Holy Spirit our Comforter and Guide. 
Amen.

Postlude
Participants leave sanctuary in silence.
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