St. Paul  UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

April 2, 2026	                       	7:00pm
Welcome! Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here. Large print bulletins are available at either door. Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following worship.
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Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Janet Morris, Organist
Maundy Thursday

Prelude
Call to Worship
One:  At the beginning of Jesus’ last week, he entered Jerusalem as King of the Jews.  But within a few days, he was betrayed, denied and crucified.
Many:   We praise God for Jesus, the King of our lives!  But we also confess that we, too, reject and abandon our King today, as others suffer because of our sins.
One:  On this solemn night we remember the Christ who shared his body and blood; who agonized and was betrayed; was tried, found guilty and condemned; then suffered and died.
Many:   Lord, forgive us for thinking that your grace is cheap, for using a cross as a trinket, for being calloused to human cruelty, for being nonchalant about injustice, and for thinking that sacrifice is obsolete.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION	-	UNISON
Holy God, source of all love, help us to be mindful of those events that occurred in the life of Jesus during that last week in Jerusalem.  As we become aware of the manner in which the disciples, the crowd, and others failed him, we pray that you will quicken our hearts that we might not be guilty of the same sins today.  Forgive us for those occasions when we have failed to exert a strong witness, and guide us that we be faithful and loyal in our devotion and service.   Amen.
      The Darkness of Misunderstanding
Words in the Temple		                                                     Mark 11:15-18; John 12:28-36
HYMN	#195 New Century	                                       	                                   On a Hill Far Away
                                                                                                                                    (Verses 1 & 3)
 (first light extinguished)
Darkness of betrayal
Words in Upper Room                                                       Luke 22:14-15; Matthew 26:21b-28	
Message
HYMN	#330 New Century     	                                                        Let Us Break Bread Together
                                                                                                                                  (Verses 1 & 2)
(second light extinguished)

REMEMBRANCE OF LAST SUPPER
	Invitation and Consecration
	Distribution up front (come up center & go back on sides
*THANKSGIVING PRAYER	-	UNISON
On this night, we have remembered the last supper Jesus shared with his disciples and friends.  We give thanks to God for the new commandment we receive in this meal: to love one another.  May we go forth from here and live in the world, letting all people know we are disciples of Christ Jesus by loving one another.   Amen.
Darkness of temptation
Words in the Garden		                                                                          Matthew 26:30-46
HYMN	#219 New Century     	                                                                 Journey to Gethsemane
                                                                                                                                                 (Verse 1) 
(third light extinguished)
Darkness of Injustice
Words of the Trials	                                                       Mark 14:53-65, 15:1-5; Luke 23:7-11
HYMN	#219 New Century     	                            	                         Journey to Gethsemane
                                                                                                                                                 (Verse 2)
(fourth light extinguished)
Darkness of Denial & Rejection
Words from Courtyard & before Pilate	                          Mark 14:66-72; Luke 23:13-25
HYMN	#219 New Century     	                                                                Journey to Gethsemane 
                                                                                                                                                (Verse 3) 
(fifth light extinguished)
Darkness of Crucifixion
Words on the Cross			     Luke 23:33-49; John 19:26-30; Matthew 27:45-46

HYMN	#229 New Century         	                                                                            Were You There?
                                                                                                                                       (Verses 1 & 2)
(sixth light extinguished)


Darkness of Death
Words of the Burial					                                          Luke 23:50-56
HYMN		#229 New Century         	                                                               Were You There?
                                                                                                                                                (Verse 3)
(seventh light extinguished)

Draping of the Cross	                     (Last light extinguished)
Lord’s Prayer	(unison using ‘Debts’)
Christ Candle Relighted 
BLESSING & CHARGE
Postlude

Following the final reading, the congregation is asked to leave the sanctuary in silence to ponder these things in our hearts; and return to rejoice at the Easter Sunrise service!
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OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon
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