TRINITY MEMORIAL UNITED CHURCH
Good News: Much of what you see, hear, and experience during our worship is Metaphorical and Symbolic
April 5th, 2026
Easter Sunday
Celebration of Communion
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We Approach

Acknowledgement of Territory & Statement of Inclusivity

Announcements, Joys, Celebrations

Lighting of the Christ Candle
They went to the tomb, just as the sun was beginning to rise. Eyes downcast, hearts heavy. But what they found there, shone in their lives forever. Not the shadows of death, but the new Light! As Easter people we follow this light of Christ!
Sing: “Thine is the Glory” (Chorus)  VU 173
Thine is the glory, risen conquering Son:
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.

Call to Worship:
There is surprise. 
Christ is risen! 
There is wonder. 
Christ is risen! 
There is joy. 
Christ is risen! 
There is restored community. 
Christ is risen! 
God’s love is there. 
Christ is risen, indeed! 
Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  VU 155 (No verse 3)


1	Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
	our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
	who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!
	suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah!

2	Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah!
	unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah!
	who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah!
	sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah!

4	Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!
	praise eternal as God’s love; hallelujah!
	praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!
	praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!

Opening Prayer:
Living God, we lift our hearts in praise. We thank you for the joy and the mystery of Christ’s Resurrection. We are in awe of your power over death, of your love for us, of your desire to bring all people together in a world of joy and peace. 
Help us rejoice and celebrate this day as your Easter People. Raise us to new lives of joyful worship and service to you. Amen.
Anthem: “Alleluia, He Is Risen” – Ron Schaufert, 
words & music

Passing the Peace: Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Take time to say hello to those in attendance.

Young @ Heart: “SURPRISE!”  

Hymn: “In the Bulb There is a Flower”  VU 703
1	In the bulb there is a flower;
		in the seed, an apple tree;
	in cocoons, a hidden promise:
		butterflies will soon be free!
	In the cold and snow of winter
		there’s a spring that waits to be,
	unrevealed until its season,
		something God alone can see.
2	There’s a song in every silence,
		seeking word and melody;
	there’s a dawn in every darkness,
		bringing hope to you and me.
	From the past will come the future;
		what it holds, a mystery,
	unrevealed until its season, 	something God alone can see.
3	In our end is our beginning;
		in our time, infinity;
	in our doubt there is believing;
		in our life, eternity.
	In our death, a resurrection;
		at the last, a victory,
	unrevealed until its season,
		something God alone can see.

Creed: Excerpt from “Song of Faith”
We find God made known in Jesus of Nazareth, 
and so we sing of God the Christ, the Holy One embodied. 

We sing of Jesus, a Jew, 
born to a woman in poverty 
in a time of social upheaval 
and political oppression. 
He knew human joy and sorrow. 
So filled with the Holy Spirit was he 
that in him people experienced the presence of God among them. 
We sing praise to God incarnate. 

Jesus announced the coming of God’s reign— 
a commonwealth not of domination 
but of peace, justice, and reconciliation. 
He healed the sick and fed the hungry. 
He forgave sins and freed those held captive 
by all manner of demonic powers. 
He crossed barriers of race, class, culture, and gender. 
He preached and practised unconditional love— 
love of God, love of neighbour, 
love of friend, love of enemy— 
and he commanded his followers to love one another 
as he had loved them. 

Because his witness to love was threatening, 
those exercising power sought to silence Jesus. 
He suffered abandonment and betrayal, 
state-sanctioned torture and execution. 
He was crucified. 
But death was not the last word. 
God raised Jesus from death, 
turning sorrow into joy, 
despair into hope. 
We sing of Jesus raised from the dead. 
We sing hallelujah.

Feasting at the Table
Hymn: “Let Us Talents Tongues Employ”  VU 468 
1	Let us talents and tongues employ,
	reaching out with a shout of joy:
	bread is broken, the wine is poured,
	Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!
2	Christ is able to make us one,
	at the table he sets the tone,
	teaching people to live to bless,
	love in word and in deed express.  
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!

3	Jesus calls us in, sends us out,
	bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
	gives us love to tell, bread to share:
	God (Immanuel) everywhere!  
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!
		Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
		pass the Word around: loaves abound!

The God of every morning be with you.
And also with you.
People of Easter morning, lift up your hearts!
We lift them to the One
who has raised Jesus from the grave.
People of Easter joy, give thanks 
to the One who raises us to new life.
We sing our hallelujahs
to the God of everlasting love. 

We lift our praise to you,
Gardener of Creation.
On the first day,
your Light split the shadows of chaos,
and all goodness flowed forth.
Gently and tenderly,
you gathered up the dust of the earth
and shaped us into your image.

Today, we join our voices this morning with those who stood at the empty tomb, as well as those of every time and place, proclaiming our Easter joy to you, saying:
O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space.
All earth and sea and sky above 
bear witness to your grace.
Hosanna in the highest heaven, 
creation sings your praise.
And blessed is the One who comes 
and bears your name always.

Holy are you, God of every day,
and blessed is Jesus Christ,
Bright Morning Star.
Creator of all that is good,
he entered the shadows of death
to lead us into hope's light;
Beloved of your Heart,
he embraced our brokenness
so we could be forgiven;
Glory beyond imagination,
he welcomed death
so we could enter life eternal.

As we remember you raising him 
from the dead and giving us life,
we proclaim our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again!
Here at this Table we are nourished 
by your steadfast love, O God.
As you pour out your Spirit
upon the bread and the cup,
fill us with the grace of Jesus.

As we have been raised to new life,
may we reach out to those who have fallen;
as we have been fed,
may we fill the hunger of the world;
as we have seen the empty tomb,
may we bear witness to the presence
of the Risen Lord in our lives.

And when the morning comes 
when we are united with all the saints 
gathered around heaven’s Table, 
we will lift our voices to you, 
God in Community, Holy in One, forever and ever.
Amen.
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life.
Jesus Christ, Cup of Blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION:
As you were present with us through your Word, O God,
may we be present to others who will come to us this week.
As you fed us with peace, Bread of Life,
may we grace others with your peace in the coming days.
As you welcomed us to your Table, Spirit of Hope,
may we welcome those you send us who have no hope.  Amen.


Service of the Word
 Christian Scripture Reading: John 20:1 – 18
The Empty Tomb
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church! 
Write these words in our hearts, Dear God.  

Message: “While it is still dark”  Rev. Tracy Fairfield
He is risen! Praise God, he is risen. Happy Easter! “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”
Easter is the high day of rejoicing for Christians. It is the center of the Christian calendar – Christmas, Epiphany, and Lent lead up to it. And Ascension Sunday, Pentecost, and Trinity Sunday flow out from Easter.
But to be clear, we are not here to worship a day. We are here to rejoice in the One this day points to: Jesus the Christ. For what we seek and find on Easter morning is the living Lord who is among us. Let us respond with rejoicing as we are reminded of the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. Today, that reminder comes to us in the Easter story found in John 20.
The story begins after Jesus was crucified. Jesus has been living among his followers for three years. They have traveled around teaching about God’s kingdom and the shift in values of his kingdom: right relationship with God and with one another, peace, and joy. We call his followers disciples. And they are Jesus’ friends and students who have grown to love him. Mary was a follower.
And now her friend and teacher has been arrested, sentenced to death, and killed on a cross. She is going to his tomb. 
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark …”
We know it’s Easter morning, but Mary does not. We are going to talk about what happens when Jesus speaks her name. But at this point in the story, it is still dark for Mary; she believes Jesus is still dead.
Today, we celebrate the risen Jesus on Easter, but we do so “while it is still dark.” Maybe like Mary, it feels like dark times for you. Maybe you’re grieving over the darkness and evil in the world. There are wars, famine, persecution, homelessness, environmental crises. Celebrating Easter does not mean we pretend that everything is fine in the world or in our lives. We are called to believe even “while it is still dark.” There are days where we can barely make out any light at all. Days when our journey feels more like walking to the tomb.
God does not expect us to deny our struggles. Instead, Jesus joins us in our suffering. He suffers with us. And the good news of the Incarnation is that God became flesh in Jesus, who did what we could not do for ourselves. 
Back to verse one. Although “it was still dark,” we find that Mary Magdalene was able to see that something is different. At that time, a tomb was usually a small cave cut into rock, with a heavy stone rolled across the entrance. The stone closed or sealed the tomb. But Mary sees that “…the stone had been removed from the tomb.”
She sees the first sign that something has changed. Here is Mary, stumbling upon a change that we know now to be an incredibly good thing. The stone has been rolled away. But for Mary, she does not at first see it as good. Why do we resist change with all our being?
Her response is to run back to Simon Peter and another disciple to report her alarming discovery. “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” How can she go on without Jesus? Maybe, like Mary, you have lost someone precious to you.
At least she has his tomb to visit. At least she can come here to lean on the stone which keeps Jesus by her side. Maybe you can relate. Many people feel comforted by visiting the grave of a loved one.
If the stone remains, at least nothing more can be taken from Mary. Maybe we think if we can somehow barricade all that we hold dear behind some immovable stone, we can maintain control.
But here’s the good news: we do not need a predictable God. We need a trustworthy God. And God is absolutely worthy of our trust. Even when everything feels out of control, we can trust where Jesus is leading us.
Can you imagine yourself as part of today’s story? Because you are! The story that God has been telling from the beginning of time includes you.
Are you not glad John tells the story like this? Even the disciples who lived with Jesus and learned from him did not fully understand Scripture. The Bible is not just for ministers and scholars. The Bible is for everyone! The Bible is for you.
Just like Mary, our tears tell us there is more, leading us to look further. Grief can pull us toward what is missing. You feel sad when you are ignored because you were created to belong. You feel bad when you are lonely because you were created for community. You feel despair that life seems pointless because you actually long for purpose. But God has called you his own and given you purpose. Jesus speaks your name. And while it is still dark, you hear him; you listen.
And so, we drive through the big messes of our lives. The relationships that are broken, where people aren’t speaking to each other. The environmental problems, the disaster of climate change. The extinction of species. The prejudice that oppresses people because of the colour of their skin, or their sexual orientation. The wars that plague the earth. We face all this death and destruction and we think that this is only a place of grieving. And then, on this Easter morning, we call out to God, “Are we there yet?  When are we getting to resurrection?”  And God, in the driver’s seat, turns around and tells us, “We are in resurrection, we’ve been here all along. Look and see, this is resurrection.”
And with the eyes of faith, we see the horizon of God’s love, we can see God bringing life.  People treating the earth with respect.  You see people loving their enemies, caring even for people who hurt them.  Jesus opening the tombs of death, in a thousand, thousand places. Jesus can and is and will bring goodness and truth.  Nothing can stop Jesus. 
I hope that this week, God can open your eyes.  When you look at the worst places in your life, the worst places in the world, you may think that death reigns supreme, and the only thing we can do is grieve. But that is precisely the place where God has brought hope. Jesus’ resurrection is bringing life precisely there.  My friends, Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed!
Hymn: “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks”  VU 179
	Hallelujah, hallelujah.
	Give thanks to the risen Christ;
	hallelujah, hallelujah!
	Give praise to God’s name.

1	Jesus is Lord of all the earth,
	firstborn of all creation.  
		Hallelujah, hallelujah.
		Give thanks to the risen Christ;
		hallelujah, hallelujah!
		Give praise to God’s name.
2	Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
	Jesus has died and is risen.  
		Hallelujah, hallelujah.
		Give thanks to the risen Christ;
		hallelujah, hallelujah!
		Give praise to God’s name.
3	We have been crucified with Christ,
	now we shall live for ever.  
		Hallelujah, hallelujah.
		Give thanks to the risen Christ;
		hallelujah, hallelujah!
		Give praise to God’s name.
4	Come let us praise the living God,
	joyfully sing to our Saviour.  
		Hallelujah, hallelujah.
		Give thanks to the risen Christ;
		hallelujah, hallelujah!
		Give praise to God’s name.
“We Keep Watch” – Prayers
After each prayer request, we will respond with: 
One: God of Peace,
		All: Be with your people in their time of need.

Prayers of the People and for the World
Gracious loving God, 
This Easter morning we see that a massive boulder had been rolled away, and Jesus is  gone.  Gone?  Well... not exactly.  For your Son Jesus had risen.  You raised him from the dead and he conquered death.  Heavenly God, we thank you and praise you for the vastness of your love.  On this morning of mornings we are blessed beyond all understanding.  
We give you thanks for the love and support of our families and friends and loved ones – for you have truly created us on the Family Plan.  We thank you for the free choice to worship as we wish, free from fear and intimidation.  We are in awe of your world that surrounds us – your mountains and trees, the ocean and rivers, plentiful rainfall and glorious sunshine.  
And in springtime, for new life bursting forth in bud and bloom and song.  It is not just by chance that all seems reborn at springtime, for Easter also marks a time of rebirth and resurrection. This is a time of new growth, tending to the gardens of our souls and spirit as well.

We give you thanks, O God, for the relative freedom from fear and lack of violence and war we experience here.  Help us Heavenly God to never ever take this blessing for granted. But God, we must also think of your children who are less fortunate.  Our thoughts and prayers turn to your people in need: 
To your children, young and older, and their families coping with illness – both physical and mental. To parents and families struggling with violence, abuse and addiction. To families coping with the loss of loved ones. To those besieged by self-doubt and inner turmoil. And to those struggling to just make ends meet. Loving God, help us to know that you are with us always - in good times and bad.  Help us to understand the vastness of your love and what that truly means.  
We pray these things because you are alive and with us. Living Lord, unseal the tomb, roll away the stone, and reveal to us how you are transforming the world. Remembering all who have been called Christian through generation upon generation, we now join our voices together as we sing the words that Jesus gave us when He prayed: Our Father… 
Lord’s Prayer (Sung)  VU 959
	Our Father in heaven,
		hallowed be your name,
		your kingdom come,
		your will be done
		on earth as in heaven.
	Give us today our daily bread.
	Forgive us our sins
		as we forgive those who sin against us.
	Save us from the time of trial
		and deliver us from evil
	for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
		now and for ever.



Invitation to the Offering
On Easter Day, we celebrate God’s most precious gift to us in Christ’s dying and his rising. As we present our gifts to God this morning, may our generosity reflect God’s goodness, and the hope we have in Christ Jesus, our Risen Lord. Let us now present our offerings.
The Offering: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” VU 958 
	Halle, halle, hallelujah!
	Halle, halle, hallelujah!
	Halle, halle, hallelujah!
	Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, this day we recognize how much you have given us in Christ Jesus. Bless these gifts so they may offer the hope and joy we feel today to the world you love so dearly. In the name of your greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
Hymn: “The Day of Resurrection” VU 164
1	The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
	the passover of gladness, the passover of God!
	From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
	our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.

2	Our hearts be free of evil, that we may see aright
	the Christ in rays eternal of resurrection light,
	and, listening to the accents, may hear so calm and plain
	Christ’s own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise
		the victor strain.

3	Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin,
	the round world keep high triumph, and all that
		is therein;
	let all things seen and unseen their notes
		of gladness blend,
	for Christ indeed is risen, our Joy that has no end.

Commissioning & Benediction:
Go now, with wonder at the empty tomb to amaze you, with the joy Mary felt in the garden to lift your hearts, and with the disciples’ hope at the news Jesus had risen to encourage you. May God’s resurrecting love open the future for you, empowered by the Spirit and embraced by Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord. Hallelujah!! Amen!!
Sing: “Thine is the Glory” (Chorus)  VU 173
Thine is the glory, risen conquering Son:
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.
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Organist:                     Donna Poncelet
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    We are a community of inclusive spirituality, caring fellowship, and welcoming outreach; 
one that purposefully seeks 
to embody the love and respect 
of God towards all people and Creation.
Announcements

We are now a scent-free church. Please do not wear any scented products. This pertains to perfumes, colognes and aftershaves.

Our regular Monday Games Night and social event for queer folk and allies happens weekly 7 to 9pm. The new location is the Boardwalk Café and Games at 33760 Essendene Ave. This is open to the community and free.

Fellowship Group: The Fellowship group’s (as per the Visioning process) purpose is to discuss ways to continue and enhance fellowship within our congregation and to find ways to expand the fellowship to the wider community. The start-up five of Don, Rick, Linda, Anni and Jerry met in January and February. Now established, we wish to invite you to join us at 2:30pm on the last Monday of the month (April 27th) at Beans and Leaves (Ventura Ave.) for coffee and conversation!

The next men’s breakfast will be at JoJo’s on April 10th at 7am.

The United Church Earth Stewards will be hosting “Your Health & Climate Change” on Saturday, April 11th at 6:30pm in our Sanctuary and Upper Conference Room. The event will include a presentation by “Aggie” Black, RN, with time for discussion afterwards with Dr. Tim Takaro, followed by refreshments. Donations will be accepted and will go towards purchasing trees. More info can be found on the United Earth Stewards page of our website.

The Gladwin Heights United Church annual garage sale and soft good collection will be held Saturday, April 18th. Unfortunately, there is no storage at the church, please contact Ellen she can arrange something. 

Rev. Tracy will be at a clergy retreat at Naramata from April 	     20th to 23rd. She will not miss Sunday services.

The Pacific Mountain Regional UCW gathering is on April 28th at Golden Ears United Church. Cost is $10. There are registration forms at the back of the church. 

Circle your calendars for Trinity's Open House and UCW Spring Sale on Saturday, May 9th from 9 am to noon. This is an important opportunity to show our community that we are a vibrant and welcoming church that could be their spiritual home. Later this month, there will be more ways for you to help to make this event 
successful. If you have questions, email Rose Soneff: 
rsoneff@gmail.com.

Fraser Valley Pride is July 18th at Fraser River Heritage Park in Mission, from 12 to 5pm. We are participating as the United Church of Canada Mid-Fraser Cluster. We are seeking volunteers for the following roles: Setup: Pick up tables, tents, and chairs from Trinity Memorial UC in Abbotsford and deliver to the site during our designated setup window (TBA, sometime in the late morning). We also need people to help with loading and with assembly. Table Greeters: Greet passers-by, answer questions about the United Church of Canada and our Mid-Fraser Cluster generally and our Affirming ministry specifically, connect people to clergy as requested, assist with crafts. We are suggesting two-hour shifts with three people at a time (in addition to clergy). Come prepared to spend a few hours outdoors in varying weather conditions. Takedown: Help with disassembly beginning at 5pm. Pack up and deliver tables, tents and chairs to Trinity UC, and assist with unloading. We may provide some snacks and drinks, but you may wish to pack a meal or be prepared to buy food onsite. If you are interested, please respond via email to Tim Bowman (bowmantimothyr@gmail.com) with what you’ll be volunteering as. 








Trinity Memorial United Church Contact Information
Website: trinitymemorialuc.com    
Phone: (604) 853-2591
Email: tmucabb@gmail.com
Rev. Tracy Fairfield Email: minister.tfairfield@gmail.com
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