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Introduction: 
Most believers know what happened before the Cross.
Most believers know what happened after the tomb.
But very few understand what happened between the Cross and the Throne.
Yet that is where the victory was won.
Jesus is not still on the Cross.
He is not still in the Tomb.
He went somewhere.
He accomplished something.
And He came out with authority, triumph, and a restored family.
Today we follow Him from the Cross… to the grave… to the depths… and all the way to the Throne — and we see ourselves seated with Him.

I. The Plan of Redemption
1. Romans 5:12,17-19 NLT When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. 
17 For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ. 18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous.
A. Adam’s sin opened the door to the death.
B. Jesus’ obedience opened the door to righteousness.
C. Redemption Began with the Father’s Love 
1) John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
2) The Father gave His Son to restore the family Adam lost.
D. Jesus Laid Down His Life Intentionally
1) Jesus was not overpowered. 
2) He laid down His Life as the Final Passover Lamb.
E. Jesus Fulfilled Every Step of the Passover Lamb
1) He was examined, chosen, slain, and offered as the perfect Passover Lamb.
F. Redemption Restores What Was Lost
1) 1 John 3:8 — He came to destroy (unravel) the works of the devil.
2) Hebrews 12:2 — He endured the Cross for the joy set before Him — you.
3) Redemption is not God patching up a broken humanity.
4) Redemption is God restoring us to our original place — sons and daughters seated with Christ.
II. Jesus Went to Hell
1. Exodus 12:5-10 NKJV Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7 And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. 8 Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—its head with its legs and its entrails. 10 You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire.
A. This foreshadowed that the Lamb of God would face the fire of judgment — fully.
B. The Passover Lamb Had to Be Completely Consumed
1) The Passover lamb was to be completely burn with fire. 
C. Justice Required It
1) If man’s spirit was corrupted by sin, then the penalty for sin had to be paid in the realm of the spirit.
2) Jesus didn’t just die physically. He took our separation, our curse, our judgment.
3) Jesus bore the full judgment of sin.
D. Jesus Entered the Realm of the Dead
1) Luke 16:19-26 NLT Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open sores. 22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.’ 25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’
2) Jesus described Hell as the place of torment, separation from God, and judgement.
3) Hell exists because sin must be contained.
4) If sin entered the new creation, it would corrupt it again.
5) Sin had to be judged — fully, finally, and eternally.
6) Jesus had to go there to bear the Curse that we deserved. The demands of justice must be paid in full.
E. Jesus Bore the Curse in Our Place
1) Galatians 3:13 “He was made a curse for us.”
2) Deuteronomy 28:15-68 describes the Curse and it is a glimpse into the atmosphere of Hell:
3) Sickness, disease, torment, oppression, darkness, blindness, madness, every degree of physical and mental pain and anguish came upon Him, He experienced fear unlike anything else we could ever imagine. He found no ease or rest.
4) Jesus bore it all, for me!
F. Jesus Descended to the Lowest Parts
1) Psalm 22:12-13 NKJV Many bulls have surrounded Me; Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled Me. 13 They gape at Me with their mouths, Like a raging and roaring lion.
2) He sank to the lowest depths of Hades.
3) Every demon, every principality, every power came against Him.
4) Hell celebrated.
5) Satan believed he had won.
6) But then…

III. Jesus Triumphant Over Death
1. Matthew 12:39-40 AMPC But He replied to them, An evil and adulterous generation seeks and demands a sign; but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For even as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
A. Jesus Prophesied His Descent and His Return
1) Psalm 16:10 NASB For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; You will not allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.
2) Sheol: (sheh-ole') underworld, hell, pit
3) This word comes from the word Hades, or the world of the dead. 
4) The realm of the dead – physically, but very alive spiritually.
B. The Moment Resurrection Power Hit Hell
1) Right in the depths of Hell, the Spirit of God entered that place with Resurrection power.
2) Jesus stood up — alive and in Resurrection power!
3) Hell shook.
4) The devil realized too late what he had done.
5) 1 Corinthians 2:8 — “Had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
C. Jesus Stripped Satan of His Authority
1) Revelation 1:17-18 MEV “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, though I was dead. Look! I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.
2) Colossians 2:15 NKJV Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
3) Every devil.
4) Every demon.
5) Every power of darkness.
6) All of them watched their defeat.
D. Jesus Rose to the Highest Place
1) Ephesians 1:19-21 NKJV and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
2) The Lamb became the Lion.
3) The Crucified One became the Enthroned One.
4) The Plan of Redemption worked perfectly.

IV. Raised and Seated Together with Him
1. Here is the part many never come to see:
A. He didn’t ascend alone.
B. Jesus didn’t rise alone.
C. He didn’t sit down alone.
D. He carried us with Him.
2. Jesus Destroyed Death for Us
A. Hebrews 2:14-15 NKJV Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
B. Your old man already died with Christ.
C. Your spirit has already been reborn, in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
3. Death Has Lost Its Sting
A. 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 NKJV So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
B. We’ve done all the dying we will ever do.
C. When this body falls, you simply step into glory.
4. Jesus Is the Firstborn of a New Family
A. Romans 8:29 AMPC For those whom He foreknew [of whom He was aware and loved beforehand], He also destined from the beginning [foreordaining them] to be molded into the image of His Son [and share inwardly His likeness], that He might become the firstborn among many brethren.
B. The same resurrection Life in Him, is in you now.
5. We Were Made Alive with Him
A. Colossians 2:13 NKJV And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
6. We Were Raised and Seated with Him
A. Ephesians 2:4-7 NKJV But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
B. We are now seated in joint authority as joint-heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17)
7. What His Resurrection Means for Us
A. Ephesians 1:22-23 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
B. Because of the Resurrection:
1) Spiritual death is broken
2) Sickness and disease are defeated
3) Poverty and lack are destroyed
4) Shame and condemnation have no legal right
5) The curse is broken
6) The Blessing is restored
7) Authority is returned to the sons of God
8. Our Identification with Christ
A. Galatians 2:20 TPT My old identity has been co-crucified with Christ and no longer lives. And now the essence of this new life is no longer mine, for the Anointed One lives His Life through me – we live in union as one! My new life is empowered by the faith of the Son of God Who loves me so much that He gave Himself for me, dispensing His Life into mine!
B. We were co‑crucified, co‑buried, co‑raised, and co‑seated.
C. This is resurrection identity!
V. OUR RESURRECTION ASSIGNMENT
1. Jesus didn’t rise so we could admire the empty tomb.
A. He rose so we could occupy, enforce, and advance His victory.
2. We Are an Occupying Army
A. Luke 19:13 “Occupy until I come.”
B. We are not hiding from darkness.
C. We are pushing it back.
3. We Execute Heaven’s Judgments on Earth, in Jesus’ Name
A. We confront sickness, oppression, fear, lack, and demonic activity.
B. We enforce the Final Verdict declaring:
C. The devil is defeated.
D. Jesus is Lord. (Luke 10:19, Revelation 12:11, John 14:13-14, Mark 16:16-20)
4. We Carry the Authority of His Name
A. At the Name of Jesus every knee must bow. (Philippians 2:9)
5. As He Is, So Are We
A. 1 John 4:17 — “As He is, so are we in this world.”
B. Not as He was.
C. As He is — Resurrected, Enthroned, Victorious.

VI. FROM THE CROSS TO THE THRONE
The Cross was the price.
The grave was the passage.
Hell was the battleground.
The Throne is the destination.
And because He went from the Cross to the Throne…
so did we.
We stand today as:
• 	Redeemed
• 	Righteous
• 	Resurrected
• 	Authorized
• 	Empowered
• 	Seated
• 	Victorious
• 	Sons and daughters of God
This is Resurrection Sunday.
This is our identity.
This is our assignment.
This is our victory.
