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Ministers                                                                                              The People of Redeemer  
Pastor                                                                                                  The Rev. Elise T. Stringer 
Parish Administrator                                                                                        Mrs. Jackie Pitts  
Director of Music Ministries                                                                       Mrs. Donna Cotter  
                                        

Welcome to Redeemer Lutheran Church in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Today we celebrate receiving new members into the mission and ministry  
we share. 

WE WARMLY WELCOME ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US on this most Glorious 
Easter Day! It is our hope and prayer that the God who destroyed death and made new 
life possible on this day will touch and transform your life for all the days to come. If 
you are a guest today, please sign our Guest Register by the Front Doors.  If you have 
any questions please reach out to Pastor Elise or Jackie Pitts at the Church Office, (864) 
877-5876.  
 

IF YOU ARE SEEKING A CHURCH HOME, we invite you to consider making 
Redeemer that home.  For more information about Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
becoming a member, and sharing your gifts in ministry, please speak with Pastor Elise 
or contact Jackie Pitts in the Church Office at (864) 877-5876.  
 

“THE LAST ENEMY TO BE DESTROYED IS DEATH,” PAUL WRITES. Today Christ  
is risen, and we gather with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set 
free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and 
with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen 
indeed! Alleluia! 
 

THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE! Christ is risen, and through him all 
creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s 
resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred 
words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We 
depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 

WE ENTER THIS SANCTUARY WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD  

AND RESPECT FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE IN PRAYER.  

PLEASE SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 
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Hidden with Christ 
 

Easter turns the world upside down. It defies our expectations with hiddenness and 

bluntness: Mary does not recognize the resurrected Jesus (John 20:14), the Good News 

is heralded by an earthquake and terrifying angels and is brought to the women of the 

church first, rather than to the Twelve (Matt. 28:1-10). The radical reversals prophesied 

in scripture and revealed in Christ’s life and ministry culminate in the Good News we 

proclaim today: Christ, through death, has triumphed over death. “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone” (Ps. 118:22). 

Easter offers the mystical possibility of transformation in every moment. In this season, 

what is dying and what is being born? For our communities? For our families? For our 

world? What is breaking open like a seed to die (John 12:24) so that new life might 

thrive? 

The theme is framed candidly in Colossians: “You have died, and your life is hidden 

with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). In the season of Easter, we are invited to allow old husks 

to fall away so that Christ’s new life may emerge. This part of the resurrection story is 

strange, unsettling. We are invited, after all, to share fully in Christ’s death as well as his 

resurrection (Rom. 6:5; 2 Cor. 4:10-11). Terrifying, but in the mystery of the Holy Spirit’s 

work in us, we receive it as hope (1 Peter 1:3). 

On this Easter day, we are honest about how God is stirring us to transformation, and 

we may be called to faithfully lament the letting go. Almost simultaneously, as we 

embody Christ’s resurrection in the present, we celebrate it with great joy (Matt. 28:8). 

In our desire to be hidden in Christ’s abundant life (John 10:10), we can even name 

seasons of suffering as Christ’s resurrection emerging (Phil. 3:10). 
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THE PRELUDE                         MY REDEEMER LIVETH           Instrumental Ensemble 
 

The Prelude is a time for QUIET reflection and prayer. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE DAY  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the People of God 

 
EASTER ACCLAMATION   
The congregation stands. 
 

Alleluia! The Lord is Risen! The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your 
own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give 
new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and 
cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as you 
are one. 
 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new 
path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, make us one as 
you are one. 
 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and 
Risen One. Amen. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO GATHERING HYMN           EASTER INTROIT 
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GATHERING HYMN                JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY                  ELW #365 

 
 

GREETING   
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                      Pastor Elise Stringer 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message 
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the 
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Acts chapter 10: 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 

  1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
 2Let Israel | now declare, 
  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
 14The Lord is my strength | and my song, 
  and has become | my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the Lord| is exalted! 
  The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not | die, but live, 
  and declare the works | of the Lord.  
 18The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 
 20“This is the gate | of the Lord; 
  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
  and you have become | my salvation.  
 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
  has become the chief | cornerstone. 
 23By the Lord has | this been done; 
  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the | Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be | glad in it.  
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus and 
motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. (not read aloud) 
 

A reading from Colossians chapter 3: 
 

1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 
the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 
him in glory. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



10 

 

GOSPEL PROCESSION 
 

As the Holy Gospel is read in our midst, the Lord Jesus Christ is present and powerful, crucified and 
risen among us.  

The Church gathers around Him to become Easter People, equipped to carry the new light of 
Resurrection victory into all the world. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  CHRIST IS RISEN, ALLELUIA                ELW #382 

(vs. 1 before Procession, vs. 2 and 3 after Procession) 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10                                                
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: 
Jesus is risen! 

 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 28th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 
the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead 
of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 
tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                        Pastor Elise Stringer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          LOW, IN THE GRAVE HE LAY                    TFF #94 

(Printed on the next page) 
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LOW, IN THE GRAVE HE LAY 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS TO THE CONGREGATION 
Following the hymn of the day, New Members being welcomed, their sponsors, and minister gather at the font. 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these brothers and sisters, one 
with us in the body of Christ, whom we welcome as New Members into the lifelong 
ministry of God’s love here at Redeemer. They come to us from different parts of the 
country, as well as varying denominations and faith journeys.  
 

A representative of the congregation or the presiding minister may introduce each new member or household. 
 

Seth Brandt  
Congregational Sponsors: Sonny Lybrand 

Rebecca Carlson 
Congregational Sponsor: Missy Logan 

Chase Dill and Shelby Lindler 
Congregational Sponsors: Thomas and Kaci Cotter, Henry and Clara 

John and Denise Felicia 
Congregational Sponsors: Brad and Brenda Van Putten 

Bruno Loefstedt 
Congregational Sponsors: Harold Neel 

Pat and Chris Patell 
Congregational Sponsors: Tom and Gale Roberts 

Curtis and Alyssa Snyder, Walker, Brooks, and Blake 
Congregational Sponsors: Harold and Peggy Neel 

Paul and Mary Ellen Togno 
Congregational Sponsors: Chris and Amber Felicia, Mylea and Colin 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
The presiding minister may introduce the Creed. 
 

Together with the congregation and the whole church, let us confess our faith.  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS 
The presiding minister addresses those being welcomed. 
 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission 
of God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth. 
 

The minister addresses the New Members. 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism 
among God’s people in this place? 
 

New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life 
in Christ? 
 

Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

PRAYER 
Offered by the Assisting Minister.  
 

We give you thanks for our new members whom you have drawn to yourself by the love 
of Jesus Christ, and whom we have welcomed into this household of faith. Keep us close 
together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers, and in service to others. 
May we continue to grow together in the lifelong family ministry of God’s love at 
Redeemer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
The Pastor addresses the assembly. 
 

Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of faith. 
 

Congregation: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give 
thanks and praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel 
our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the 
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of 
all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving 
Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. 
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain especially those on our prayer board and those 
we name before you now. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 
Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word 
and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
PEACE  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
We share a sign of peace with others. We sit. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                       EASTER CAROL       
                                                                                                                            Redeemer Choir  
 

OFFERING HYMN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Offered by the Assisting minister.   
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 
thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The presiding minister greets the congregation and invites all present to give thanks. 

 

The Lord be with you.                                     And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.          We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                               ELW p. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  

O God of resurrection and new life:  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you,  
O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN:                       LAMB OF GOD                  ELW p. 146 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
  

LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER                               ELW #471 

NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES                                                   ELW #379 

WHAT FEAST OF LOVE                                                             ELW #487 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Please stand. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Offered by Assisting minister. 
 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 
 

MISSION 
 

REDEEMER’S MISSION IS: A lifelong family ministry of God’s love! 
 

SENDING HYMN                THINE IS THE GLORY                                    ELW #376 
           (Printed on the next page)   

DISMISSAL   
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE            CHRIST HAS RISEN ALLELUIA                    The Ensemble 
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Serving Today 
Ushers:    Marc Karrmann, Phil Rhoads, and Wade Tate 
Greeters:    David Henderson and Kyle Henderson 
Assisting Minister:  Chuck Pegram 
Lector 1:    Harold Neel 
Lector 2:    Janet Thomas 
Acolyte:    Owen Smith 
Crucifer:    Anna Smith 
Bible Bearer:   Tyndall Stringer 
Torch Bearers:  Lily Childers and Ava Johnson 
Cantor:    Nancy Stires 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr and Joyce Frid 
Flowers:    Given by Jonathan and Jackie Pitts in honor of our 
                                         Redeemer Lutheran Church Family 
Sheepdog:    Sonny Lybrand, Aaron Cornwell, and Phil Rhoads 
                                         No Youth Today 
Nursery:    Kim Zumstein and Rose Lanning 
 

Serving Next Week -  April 12, 2026 
Ushers:    Brad Van Putten and Tom Lewis 
Greeters:    Wade and Barbara Tate 
Assisting Minister:  Gordon Johnson 
Lector 1:    Pat Kirchman 
Lector 2:    Joyce Frid 
Acolyte:    Aurie Dill  
Crucifer:    Ari Damian 
Cantor:    Kyle Henderson 
Counters:    Cyndi Celinskis and Jennifer Tierce 
Altar Guild:    Marilyn Barr 
Flowers:    Given by Wade and Barbara Tate 

Sheepdog:    Michael Miller, JJ Johnson, and Brian Ginsberg 
   2-4 Brian Ginsberg 
   4-6 JJ Johnson 
Nursery:    Kaci Cotter and Hannah Hester 
 

NOTES 
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Thank you to our guest musicians. 
 
Instrumentalists: Boston Rowley, French Horn 
   Henry Cotter, Trumpet 
   David Keller, Trumpet 
   
Singers:  Kim Colon, Vocalist 
   Isabelle Colon, Vocalist 
   Amelia Colon, Vocalist 
   Will Ragland, Vocalist 
   Jeffrey Stringer, Vocalist 
    
 


