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C L I C K  T O  O P E N
C l i c k  t o  s e e  t h e

W o r s h i p  R o a d  a h e a d

T h e  SCUMC Onl ine Prayer  Group  m e e t s  t h e  F I R S T  a n d  T H I R D
W e d n e s d a y s  o f  t h e  m o n t h  v i a  Z o o m  f o r  a  t i m e  o f  i n t e r c e s s o r y
p r a y e r .  C l i c k  t h e  l i n k s  t o  j o i n .  

T H E  M E S S E N G E R A P R I L  3 ,  2 0 2 6

s,

W e l c o m i n g  ~   J e s u s - C e n t e r e d  ~  M i s s i o n - O r i e n t e d

This Week’s Worship
Easter ~ Resurrection Sunday

“Hear the Good News”

P l e a s e  s i g n - u p  t o  r e a d  s c r i p t u r e

T h e  A du l t  Sun d ay  S c h o o l  is  d iscus s i n g  th e  L e n te n  S t udy,  A n  U n l i ke ly  L e n t ,  by

R a c h e l  B i l lups .  C l as s  m e e t s  a t  8 :45  A M  i n  R o o m  200.  A l l  a re  we l c o m e .   

J o h n  2 0 : 1 - 1 8 ;  A c t s  1 0 : 3 4 - 4 3

http://www.stephenscityumc.org/
http://www.stephenscityumc.org/
http://www.stephenscityumc.org/
http://www.stephenscityumc.org/
http://www.stephenscityumc.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNMAQt6D2H1P3-haIUm8nvZZLhP_ZP6O/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bdwHxY1iMIr4V3ZlntvQIvzdW7znPYBq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13GaLz_zcmykLXmkKiWF3wOmAAKfAVOH_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13GaLz_zcmykLXmkKiWF3wOmAAKfAVOH_/view?usp=sharing
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82903714181?pwd=bdIq27sSRgHYFZ0v6ezAYFMDIHVBJ3.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82903714181?pwd=bdIq27sSRgHYFZ0v6ezAYFMDIHVBJ3.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82903714181?pwd=bdIq27sSRgHYFZ0v6ezAYFMDIHVBJ3.1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4BAAAD2CA1F9C16-48901183-worship#/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A1-18%3B%20Acts%2010%3A34-43&version=NRSVUE


March 31, 2026 

Dear Church Family, 

This church has been a place of refuge, worship, and community for generations. Weddings,
baptisms, funerals, and first steps of faith have all taken place within these walls. That legacy is
worth protecting. 

Today, I am writing to you with honesty and with hope. Like many congregations, we are facing a
financial gap that — if left unaddressed — could threaten our ability to continue the ministry you
love. We are not in crisis, but we are at a crossroads. The decisions we make together in the
coming weeks will shape the future of this church for years to come. 

We, the Finance Committee, are asking each member of our congregation to prayerfully consider
two things: 
1. A one-time gift to the general fund — any amount — to help strengthen our immediate financial
foundation. 
2. Increasing your recurring tithes and offering to the general fund, even by a small amount each
week or month.

If every family gave just a little more, the impact would be profound. 

We believe in this church. We believe in you. And we believe that together, we can turn this
moment into a milestone — not a setback. 

This isn't about obligation. It's about belonging. It's about saying, "This place matters to me, and I
want to be part of keeping it alive." 

We are grateful for every prayer, every hour of service, and every gift you've given this church.
Now we're asking you to give once more. 

Thank you for your faithfulness to this church and to one another.

 If you have questions or would like to speak with someone personally, please don't hesitate to
reach out. We are your leadership team, and we are here. 

With faith and gratitude, 
Jacquetta Owen 
Finance Committee Chair 

Stephens City United Methodist Church 
5291MainStreet,P.O.Box428StephensCity, Virginia22655

(540)-869-2348 540-869-9574 (fax) 
e-mail:office@stephenscityumc.org;website:http://www.stephenscityumc.org 
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     Fr i e n d s ,  p r a y e r  i s  p o w e r f u l  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  p u r p o s e f u l .  P l e a s e  t a k e  a
m o m e n t  t o  r e v i e w  o u r  a c t i v e  P r a y e r  C o n c e r n s  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g  o u t
t h e i r  h e a l i n g .  I f  i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  p l e a s e  i n f o r m  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a n y  n a m e s  t h a t
m a y  b e  r e m o v e d .



Last Last week the Food Pantry served week the Food Pantry served 36 36 families with families with 144144 individuals. individuals.  
CContact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:ontact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:

foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help.foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help.  

Last week the Food Pantry served 36 families with 144 individuals. 
Contact Cookie Shank, Food Pantry Manager, at 540-313-5673 or email:

foodpantry.scumc@outlook.com, for more information and how you can help. 

Food Pantry
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S t e p h e n s  C i t y  U M C  B o o k / M o v i e  C l u b
2 n d  S a t u r d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h  1 0 : 0 0 a m  t o  1 2 : 0 0 p m  S t e p h e n s  C i t y  U M C ,  5 2 9  M a i n  S t . ,
S t e p h e n s  C i t y  ( p a r k i n g  a n d  e n t r a n c e  i n  b a c k  o f  C h u r c h )

N o  M e e t i n g  i n  A p r i l
M a y  9 t h — A n g e l a ’ s  A s h e s — F r a n k  M c C o u r t
J u n e  1 3 t h —  M i r a c l e s  f r o m  H e a v e n :  A  L i t t l e  G i r l  a n d  H e r  A m a z i n g  S t o r y  o f  H e a l i n g —
C h r i s t y  W i l s o n  B e a m
J u l y  1 1 t h — H a r r y  P o t t e r  a n d  t h e  S o r c e r e r ' s  S t o n e  — J . K .  R o w l i n g
A u g u s t  8 t h — O v e r c o m e r — A l e x  &  S t e p h e n  K e n d r i c k
S e p t e m b e r  1 2 t h — D u n e — F r a n k  H e r b e r t
O c t o b e r  1 0 t h  —  S k i p p i n g  C h r i s t m a s  ( B o o k )  C h r i s t m a s  w i t h  t h e  K r a n k s  ( m o v i e ) — J o h n
G r i s h e m

C l i c k  f o r  E n t i r e  2 0 2 6  R e a d i n g  S c h e d u l e

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  K a t h i e  a t  
k a t h i e c z e r w i n s k i @ g m a i l . c o m

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cCwDojx2EapfJhPn4efo6oxzUlzoXCuu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X8xJMXN0Q9r67y4DYp0d5IwTwVNNuBQQ/view?usp=sharing
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~ Tickets On-Sale NOW ~~ Tickets On-Sale NOW ~~ Tickets On-Sale NOW ~

5 Tickets left!! See Debbie Jones
or Donna Steward for tickets.
Checks Payable to SC-UWF

UWF will also head up the annual Mother's Day UMCOR kit drive. People may donate
money for a hygiene kit in memory of, or in honor of individuals and the names will be

placed in the bulletin on Mother's Day. Also UWF plans to have a sale of hanging flower
baskets on Friday, May 8th and Saturday, May 9th in front of the church for a fundraiser. 



6

Save the Date
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W h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  Vi r g i n i a
C o n fe re n c e ?  F i n d  o u t  i n  t h e  Vi r g i n i a  C o n fe re n c e
Q u a r t e r l y  R e p o r t ,  “ T h e  Q ”.
             C l i c k  h e re

 S U M M E R  C A M P
I t  i s  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h i l e  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  m o v i n g  s n o w  a n d  i c e ,  w e
a r e  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  S u m m e r  C a m p ,  b u t  h e r e  w e  a r e .  We  a r e  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  a n o t h e r
f u n  f i l l e d  s u m m e r  c a m p  s e a s o n .  We  w i l l  b e  s t a r t i n g  o f f  t h e  s u m m e r  o n  Ju n e  1 5 .
T h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  t h e  s u m m e r  w i l l  b e  D a y  C a m p  f o r  a l l  a g e s .  We  w i l l  h a v e  o u r
r e g u l a r  E l e m e n t a r y  ( G r a d e s  1  –  5 )  D a y  C a m p  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  A r t  D a y  C a m p  a n d
S p o r t s  D a y  C a m p  f o r  g r a d e s  3  –  1 2 .  We  w i l l  b e g i n  o u r  O v e r n i g h t  s e s s i o n s  o n  Ju n e
2 1 .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s u m m e r  w e  w i l l  h a v e  m u l t i p l e  s e s s i o n s  o f  C h r i s k i d s  ( g r a d e s  3
–  6 ),  Vo y a g e r s  ( g r a d e s  6  –  9 ),  P i o n e e r s  ( g r a d e s  8  –  1 2 ),  a n d  A d v e n t u r e  Q u e s t
( g r a d e s  9  –  1 2 ).  We  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  o n e  s e s s i o n  o f  H o r s e  C a m p  ( g r a d e s  6  –  9 )  a n d
N i g h t  F l i g h t s  ( g r a d e s  8  –  1 2 )  a n d  M i n i  C a m p  ( g r a d e s  1  –  5 ).  
 T h i s  y e a r ’s  S u m m e r  C a m p  t h e m e  i s  t h e  “ M i s s i o n a r y  J o u r n e y s  o f  P a u l ”.  We  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  E a r l y  C h u r c h  t h a t  w e  b e g a n  l a s t  s u m m e r.  We
w i l l  t r a v e l  w i t h  P a u l  a s  h e  v i s i t s  a n d  s t a r t s  n e w  c h u r c h e s ,  b u t  t h a t  a l s o  m e a n s
w e  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e  o f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  t h a t  h e  e n c o u n t e r s .
 R e g i s t e r  f o r  S u m m e r  C a m p  a t
h t t p s : // w w w. c a m p o v e r l o o k . o r g /c o l l e c t i o n s / s u m m e r - c a m p .  R e g i s t e r  b y  A p r i l  1  a n d
e n j o y  o u r  E a r l y  B i r d  D i s c o u n t .  We  a l s o  o f f e r  a  s i b l i n g  d i s c o u n t .  A l l  C h u r c h e s  a r e
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s p o n s o r  o n e  m o r e  c a m p e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r.  

C l i c k  t o  V i e w  S h e n a n d o a h  R i v e r  D i s t r i c t  N e w s l e t t e r

Register for Training Day! Shenandoah River District is offering a
training day on Saturday, April 25, 2026. Offered at Bridgewater
UMC and Macedonia UMC, we will learn from Tim Ward and his

keynote presentation and offer breakout groups for other
ministries. This event costs $20/person and lunch is provided

Register Today!

https://doc.vaumc.org/QuarterlyReports/2025Q3VAUMC.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-mTS7Aq_elTkL6PzPehy_NnU4i8fYwWQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cognitoforms.com/VAUMC/SRDDistrictTrainingDay


Virginia Annual Conference
June 17-20, 2026

Atlantic Union Bank Center
on the campus of JMU

 
Calling all Shenandoah Valley folks with gifts for kindness and hospitality:

 
We are searching for over 150 volunteers to help us host our first Shenandoah River District-area
Annual Conference in Harrisonburg this year. We need many folks (even non-UMC!) with lots of
kindness, knowledge and/or stories of the area to make this an unforgettable experience full of
Shenandoah Valley hospitality for all. 
 
If you are interested in partnering with us at this Annual Conference, please indicate your
willingness, abilities, and availability. Our District Team will continue working with the Annual
Conference Planning Committee to determine what jobs are available and then we will reach out
and work with you one-on-one to find a job that suits you. 
 
Thank you for your willingness, excitement, and energy. You will be the reason this is a
magnificent experience for our Annual Conference members!
 
Some areas of help that will be needed are: 
 
· Help with set up of conference at the Atlantic Union Bank Center in the days before and take
down after the event
· Help with golf carts as they arrive at the center in the days before AC
· Registration Table (signing in Laity and Clergy)
· Ushers (Wednesday through Saturday at noon)
· Hospitality
· Golf carts (driving and assisting persons into the arena)
· Tech Desk
 
The official sign up sheet is coming soon, but in the meantime, now is the time to be thinking
about what you can offer by giving of your gifts and talents!.
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Stephens City United Methodist Church

P a s t o r :   R e v .  B e r t i n a  J .  H .  W e s t l e y  ~  b e r t i n a w e s t l e y @ v a u m c . o r g
D a y c a r e  O f f i c e :  5 4 0 - 8 6 6 - 2 1 3 2     s c u m c d a y c a r e @ g m a i l . c o m

P r e s c h o o l  O f f i c e :  5 4 0 - 8 6 9 - 1 3 6 8     s t e p h e n s c i t y p r e s c h o o l @ g m a i l . c o m
F o o d  P a n t r y :  5 4 0 - 3 1 3 - 5 6 7 3     f o o d p a n t r y . s c u m v a @ o u t l o o k . c o m

P . O .  B o x  4 2 8 ,  5 2 9 1  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  S t e p h e n s  C i t y ,  V i r g i n i a  2 2 6 5 5

C H U R C H  O F F I C E :  M o n - F r i :  8 : 3 0  a m  –  1 : 0 0  p m
5 4 0 - 8 6 9 - 2 3 4 8  o f f i c e @ s t e p h e n s c i t y u m c . o r g

 

WWW . S T E P H E N S C I T Y U M C . O R G

U P C O M I N G  M E E T I N G S  a n d  A C T I V I T I E S

Click To view the Church Calendar

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571995124006
https://www.instagram.com/stephenscityunitedmethodist/?igsh=MWk3b3M3aWQyOHpncw%3D%3D
https://stephenscityumc.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=aW5mby5zY3VtY3ZhQGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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