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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS *

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at
baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great
Three Days reconciled with God and with one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also, with you.

Let us pray. Holy God, the source of all love, on the night of his betrayal,
Jesus gave us a new commandment: to love one another as he loves us.
Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others
as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM



FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year
for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. If a household is foo small for a whole lamb, it shall join its
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion
to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your loins
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the Lord. For | will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt | will
execute judgements: | am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you, and
no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as
a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION*
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GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during

supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the

table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he
poured water intfo a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who
said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet¢’ Jesus answered, ‘You do
not know now what | am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to
him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless | wash you, you
have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but
also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this
reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what | have done to you? You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what | am. So, if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For | have set you an example, that you also should do as | have done
to you. Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.



When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, | am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now, |
say to you, “Where | am going, you cannot come.” | give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

MEDITATION FROM “THE BOOK OF BELONGING”

gl




HYMN OF THE DAY* BLEST ARE THEY ELW 728

Verse 1: Blest are they, the poor in spirit
Theirs is the kingdom of God
Blest are they, full of sorrow
They shall be consoled

Chorus: Rejoice, and be glad!
Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad!
Yours is the kingdom of God!

Verse 2: Blest are they, the lowly ones
They shall inherit the earth
Blest are they, who hunger and thirst
They shall have their fill

CHORUS

Verse 3: Blest are they, who show mercy
Mercy shall be theirs
Blest are they, the pure of heart
They shall see God!

CHORUS

Verse 4: Blest are they, who seek peace
They are the children of God
Blest are they who suffer in faith
The glory of God is theirs

CHORUS

Verse 5: Blest are you, who suffer hate
All because of me
Rejoice and be glad, yours is the kingdom of God
Shine for all to see

CHORUS

Text and music © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Onelicense #00022
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION*

On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one
another, let us bring our prayers before the One whose love knows no
bounds.

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. Cleanse us
from pride and self-centeredness, and teach us to love one another as
you have loved us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. Awaken us to care for
all you have made and conserve the rich diversity of your good creation.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the ways of justice and
peace. Where they wield power unjustly, confront them. Where they are
indifferent to suffering, awaken their conscience. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in captivity, comfort
the grieving, and relieve those in pain. Draw near to all who suffer. Today,
we especially pray for those we name aloud and, on our hearts, before
you now. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

You inspire your people to praise in word, song, and art. We give thanks
for artists and musicians whose gifts enrich the church’s worship. Kindle in
us appreciation for all who beautify our worship space throughout the
changing seasons. Merciful God,

Your mercy is great

Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of witnesses who now rest
from their labors. At the last, gather us with them at your heavenly
banquet. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that you will strengthen
us by your Spirit fo love one another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in
Jesus’ name.

Amen.



PEACE*
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING AND SETTING OF THE TABLE
*Offertory Anthem Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW 885
OFFERING PRAYER*

A: Let us pray...

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth
its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ nhame. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING*

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also, with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death
into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done, earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION*

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God( BELOW)
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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COMMUNION RESPONSE CHOIR ANTHEM
PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION*

The assembly stands. An assisting minister prays the prayer after communion.

P:

C:
A:

And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you
in his grace forever.
Amen.

Let us pray. Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with
the saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this
sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your
redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM  Bread of the World, in Mercy Broken By David Schwoebel

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

All depart in silence.




Good

IFriday

a service of light and darkness

Gathering

All gather in silence. The assembly stands when the ministers stand.

Gathering Hymn* | Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 332
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1 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be-hold, I free -1ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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I found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in  him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: THIRD MODE MELODY, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY*

A: Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C: Amen.
SOLO

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
John 18:1-11

[Jesus] went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where
there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who
betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his
disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from
the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and
torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came
forward and asked them, *“Whom are you looking fore” They answered, “Jesus
of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing
with them. When Jesus said to them, "l am he,” they stepped back and fell to
the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking fore” And they said,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus answered, "l told you that | am he. So if you are
looking for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken,
“I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.” Then Simon Peter, who
had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The
slave’'s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its
sheath. Am | not to drink the cup that the Father has given mee”

First candle may be extinguished.
Hymn: Jesus, | Will Ponder Now ELW 345
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John 18:12-27

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First
they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one
person die for the people.

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The
woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I
am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold,
and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing
with them and warming himself.

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.
Jesus answered, “I| have spoken openly to the world; | have always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. | have said nothing
in secret. Why do you ask mee Ask those who heard what | said to them; they know
what | said.” When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on
the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the high prieste” 23Jesus answered, “If | have
spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if | have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?e”
Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not
also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves
of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did | not
see you in the garden with hime” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock
crowed.

Second candle may be extinguished.
Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now wounded, sts. 1-2 ELW 351

John 18:28-40

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said,
“What accusation do you bring against this man2” They answered, “If this man were
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you."” Pilate said to them, “Take
him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not
permitted to put anyone to death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he
indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are
you the King of the Jews?2"” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others
tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “l am not a Jew, am 12 Your own nation and the
chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered,
“My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers
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would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him,
“What is tfruth2”

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “| find no case
against him. But you have a custom that | release someone for you at the Passover. Do
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?"” They shouted in reply, “Not this
man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Third candle may be extinguished.
Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now wounded, sts. 3-4 ELW 351

John 19:1-7

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns
and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to
him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again
and said to them, “Look, | am bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no case
against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.
Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the police saw him,
they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him! Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and
crucify him; | find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”
Fourth candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus, sts. 1-2 ELW 349
John 19:8-16a

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters
again and asked Jesus, “Where are you from?2" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate
therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that | have
power fo release you, and power to crucify you<e"Jesus answered him, “You would
have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one
who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate fried to
release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the
emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.”

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s
bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the
day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here
is your King!"” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!"” Pilate asked
them, “Shall | crucify your King?"” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but the
emperor.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

Fifth candle may be extinguished.
Hymn: Ah, Holy Jesus, sts. 3-5 ELW 349
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John 19:16b-30

So they took Jesus; 7and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. '8There they
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between
them. “Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews read this inscription,
because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21Then the chief priests of the Jews said
to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, | am King of
the Jews." " 22Pilate answered, “What | have written | have written.”.

2When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the funic
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another,
“Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what
the scripture says,

“They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”
25And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his
mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill
the scripture), "I am thirsty.” 2°A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they
put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.
30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

Sixth candle may be extinguished.
CHOIR ANTHEM He is Crucified

John 19:31-42

31Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men
broken and the bodies removed. 32Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of
the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.
34nstead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood
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and water came out. 35(He who saw this has testified so that you also may
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) 3¢These things
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, *None of his bones shall be
broken.” 3’And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the
one whom they have pierced.”
38After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though

a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away
the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his
body. ¥’Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40They took
the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to
the burial custom of the Jews. 4INow there was a garden in the place where he
was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had
ever been laid. 92And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the
tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Seventh candle may be extinguished.

Hymn: Were you there ELW 353 sts. 1-5

Silence for reflection follows.

MEDITATION FROM “THE BOOK OF BELONGING”
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Bidding Prayer*
Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.

Silent prayer.

P:

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in
Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit, guide the church and gather it. Help it to
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of
salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us pray for our bishops, for our pastor, for all servants of the church,
and for all the people of God.

Silent prayer.

P:

C:

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay
leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and
help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which
you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for God's creation.

Si Iem‘ prayer.

PI

C:
A.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe.
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to
fulfillment in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those who serve in public office.

Silent prayer.

P:

C:
A.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and
oppressed. In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all
people may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness
of your creation. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us pray for those in need.

Silent prayer.

P:

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new
courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying,
give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver
your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all
who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving
your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done, earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Procession of the Cross
CHOIR ANTHEM O Come & Mourn By Hal Hopson

All depart in silence.

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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SERVICE OF LIGHT*

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus
Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the
world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light
and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim
Christ’'s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death,
and await Christ’'s coming again in glory.

P: Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to
all the world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth
with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of
eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Christ, yesterday and today,+ the beginning and the ending. To Christ
belongs all fime and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion
now and forever.

C: Amen.

P: The light of Chirist, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and
minds.

Hymn of Light* SEE NEXT PAGE

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

Allrights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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EASTER PROCLAMATION*

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation
around God'’s throne! Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine mysteries
with exultation; and for so great a victory, sound the frumpet of salvation.
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your king!
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever. Rejoice, O
holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon youl! Let this place
resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart and
mind and voice we should praise the invisible God, and the only Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious blood, redeemed us from
bondage to the ancient sin. For this indeed is the Paschal Feast in which
the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are
made holy. This is the night,

This is the night

in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of
Israel, and led them, dry-shod, through the sea. This is the night,

This is the night

in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising
brightness. This is the night,

This is the night

in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of
sin, are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness. This is the night,
This is the night

in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ arises from hell in triumph.
O night truly blessed, which alone was worthy to know the time and hour
in which Christ arose again from helll This is the night,

This is the night

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,” and, “then shall my
night be turned into day.” The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds
of wickedness, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen and joy
to those who mourn, casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly
pride. Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and
thanksgiving for the light of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,
reflected in the burning of this candle. We sing the glories of this pillar of
fire, the brightness of which is not diminished even when its light is divided
and borrowed. For it is fed by the melting wax which the bees, your
servants, have made for the substance of this candle. This is the night,
This is the night
in which heaven and earth are joined—things human and things divine.
We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the honor
of your name, will continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be
mingled with the lights of heaven. May Christ the Morning Star find it
burning, that Morning Star who never sefts, that Morning Star who, rising
from the grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. And we
pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection
your whole church, giving us peace in this fime of our paschal rejoicing;
through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY*

Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the
radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in
baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as
a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, nhow and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Abba
| |
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FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-18

1God tested Abraham. He said to him, “*Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” 2He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that |
shall show you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the
burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had
shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. ’Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the
boy and | will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to
you." éAbraham took the wood of the burnt offering and Iaid it on his son Isaac,
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on
together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here | am,
my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offeringe” 8Abraham said, “*God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

‘When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an
altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. 'Then Abraham reached out his hand and took
the knife to kill his son. '"But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now | know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 3And Abraham looked
up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1“So Abraham called
that place “The Lord will provide™; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of
the Lord it shall be provided.”

15The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, éand
said, “By myself | have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and
have not withheld your son, your only son, '7I will indeed bless you, and | will
make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is
on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, '8and
by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,
because you have obeyed my voice.

FIRST RESPONSE: The God of Abraham Praise, sts. 1-3 ELW 831
FIRST PRAYER

L: God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the
grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your
Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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SECOND READING: Proverbs 8: 1-8, 19-21,9:4b-6

'Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? 20n
the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 3beside
the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
4"“To you, O people, | call, and my cry is to all that live. 3O simple ones,
learn prudence; acquire intelligence, you who lack it. ¢Hear, for | will
speak noble things, and from my lips will come what is right; 7for my mouth
will utter truth; wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8All the words of
my mouth are righteous; there is nothing twisted or crooked in them.

1My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice
silver. 20l walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths of justice,
2lendowing with wealth those who love me, and filling their tfreasuries.

?40To those without sense she says, *Come, eat of my bread and drink of
the wine | have mixed. ¢Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the
way of insight.”

SECOND RESPONSE: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, sts. 1-2 ELW 789

SECOND PRAYER

L: O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day:
we give you thanks for the gifts of creation. Make us wise stewards,
compassionate guardians, and powerful advocates for all that you have
made. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

C: Amen.
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THIRD READING: Ezekiel 36: 24-28

24 will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and
bring you into your own land. 25| will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall
be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols | will cleanse

you. 2A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit | will put within you; and | will
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 will
put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to
observe my ordinances. 28Then you shall live in the land that | gave to your
ancestors; and you shall be my people, and | will be your God.

THIRD RESPONSE; Here | am Lord, sts. 1-3 ELW 574

THIRD PRAYER

L: Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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FOURTH READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were
very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?e” | answered,

“O Lord God, you know."” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢l will lay sinews
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that | am the Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. &
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” 10l prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

1"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.’ 2Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: |
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that |
am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. 4 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

FOURTH RESPONSE: Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song, sts. 1-3 ELW 403
FOURTH PRAYER

L: God of new life, through our baptism into Christ you have raised us with
him to the joy of the resurrection. You have brought us through the Red
Sea and fed us with the food and drink of the promised land. May the fire
of your love renew our faith and deepen our commitment to you, that we
might faithfully live in the covenant of baptism, through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL: John 20:1-18

P: The holy gospel according to John the twentieth chapter, beginning with the
Ist verse.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. ?So she ran
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him.” *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb first. "He bent down to look in and saw the linen
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. ¢Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went info the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, “and the cloth that
had been on Jesus’' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in,
and he saw and believed; “for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he
must rise from the dead. '°Then the disciples returned to their homes.

I"But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; '“and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. '“They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” “When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking forg”
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” '¢Jesus said to
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). 7Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘| am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” " '®Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he
had said these things to her.

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia. Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia.

Nv0O

MEDITATION FROM “ THE BOOK OF BELONGING”
GOSPEL RESPONSE: SOLO

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION*
A: On this most holy night, our Lord has acted. Raised with Chirist, let us boldly
offer our prayers for the whole people of God.

Let your holy church rejoice, for Christ has risen! We rejoice with the newly
baptized this night (especially). Renew us all in our baptismal covenant
and put your Spirit within us. Risen Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: All creation bears your image and sings your praise. Preserve the works of
your hands—day and night, sea and land, plants and trees, birds, and
every living creature. Inspire in us a renewed care for the world you have
called very good. Risen Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: You shatter tyranny and oppression and liberate your people from
bondage. Rise up with might against tyrants and dictators. Grant wisdom
to world leaders, that your reign of justice and freedom comes to all. Risen
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: You break the chains of death and bring us up from the grave. Enter
places of despair and breathe new life where hope wanes. Reconcile
fractured relationships. Rescue us from all that ensnares us. Enliven our dry
bones so we can live. Risen Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: You give your people a heart of flesh in place of a heart of stone. Soften
our hearts to the needs around us especially those who we name now,
aloud or on our hearts. Strengthen the ministries of care of this
congregation and turn us outward to love and serve our neighbors. Risen
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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A: We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. With thanksgiving, we lift
our voices with the saints of every time and place around God'’s eternal
throne. Risen Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and
praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord.
C: Amen.
PEACE*
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE*
*Offertory Anthem Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW 885
OFFERING PRAYER*

A: Let us pray...

C: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer
here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. AMEN.

GREAT THANKSGIVING*

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

NvO0OT0OD

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and
in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE*

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done, earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you.

COMMUNION*

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE
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COMMUNION HYMNS: Lamb of God (BELOW)
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P o

P e S — —
7= 0 |
1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION*

The assembly stands. An assisting minister prays the prayer after communion.

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and
keep you in his grace forever.

C: Amen.

A: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your
word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

C: Amen.

BLESSING & DISMISSAL*

P: The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power
of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.

C; Amen.

SENDING HYMN* The Day of Resurrection ELW 361

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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somethin Grounding ourselves in
O th@good ews this Lent

We have come to worship the Trinity,

One God, three persons,

beyond our understanding

yet constantly revealing themselves to us.

We have come to worship an infinite being
who took on finite flesh: fully human and fully
divine—

a being who is love itself, yet loathes injustice;
who is almighty, yet let go of power

to be in solidarity with outcasts and criminals.

We gather to worship the living God
who died.
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