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          St. Mary the Virgin Anglican Church  
The Great  Vigil  of Easte r, Ap ril  4,  202 6  

“Christ became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 

the name which is above every name.” Philippians 2.8–9 

Welcome 

We are delighted that you have joined us for worship. 

The Parish of St. Mary the Virgin is a member of the Diocese of 
British Columbia and the Anglican Church of Canada. We are an 
inclusive and welcoming parish: the sacraments of the church 
(baptism, communion and marriage) are available to all people on 
equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. As a parish we 
acknowledge with gratitude that we live, work and play on the 
traditional lands of the Lekwungen peoples. We commit ourselves, 
as a settler church and people, to continue with our First Nations 
hosts on the journey of truth-telling, healing, and reconciliation. 

The Collection Plate has been placed at the back of the church for 
use as you arrive. It will be moved to the front of the church during 
the Offertory hymn and placed in a location where you may place 
your gifts as you come to receive Communion. Please also consider 
one of the other available means of giving regularly: electronic 
donations on our website via CanadaHelps, or monthly direct 
debit donations via the PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance program 
- details are available in a brochure at the entrance, or on the 
website: www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate). 

  

http://www.stmarysoakbay.ca/donate
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8:00pm 

Minister of Welcome: Mary Huxley 
Presider & Preacher: The Ven Craig Hiebert  
Organist: Janet Yonge 

Note: in the service order, words set in bold italic type are said by the congregation. 

Weather permitting, the Service of Light begins outside in the Memorial Garden, otherwise, in the front Porch. 

The Service of Light 

In the darkness, fire is kindled. The presider greets the people:  

Preparation of the Paschal Candle 

As the paschal candle is lit from the New Fire: 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
The paschal candle is lifted high: 

The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
The procession enters the church with the paschal candle. The candle is lifted high: 

The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
The congregation lights their candles from the paschal candle. The procession continues to the altar. Turning to face the people, 
the presider sings a third time: 

The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Exsultet: The Easter Proclamation 
Sung by a deacon or the presider. The Exsultet’s history as an Easter proclamation goes back possibly as far as the 5th Century, 
judging from the poetic form of the oldest Latin manuscripts. Many versions of this prayer exist, and have been translated and 
used in the Church, both Roman (Western) and Eastern. This version is used currently in the Church of England and includes some 
optional lines from the so-called Franco-Roman version, which celebrate the role of the bees in the production of the Paschal 
Candle. These delightful lines remind us of the wholeness of God’s Creation in the goal of cosmic reconciliation.  

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
O Universe, dance around God’s throne! 
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen! 
Sound the victorious trumpet of salvation! 
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Rejoice, O earth, in glory, revealing the splendour of your creation, 
radiant in the brightness of your triumphant King! 
Christ has conquered! Now his life and glory fill you! 
Darkness vanishes for ever! 
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 
The risen Saviour, our Lord of life, shines upon you! 
Let all God’s people sing and shout for joy. 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is right and good that with hearts and minds and voices 
we should praise you, Father almighty, the unseen God, 
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who has saved us by his death, 
paid the price of Adam’s sin, 
and reconciled us once again to you. 
For this is the Passover feast, 
when Christ, the true Lamb of God, is slain, 
whose blood consecrates the homes of all the faithful. 
This is the night when you first saved our ancestors, 
freeing Israel from her slavery 
and leading her safely through the sea. 
This is the night when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 
broke the chains of death 
and rose triumphant from the grave. 
This is the night when all who believe in him are freed from sin, 
restored to grace and holiness, 
and share the victory of Christ. 
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This is the night that gave us back what we had lost; 
beyond our deepest dreams 
you made even our sin a happy fault. 
Most blessed of all nights! 
Evil and hatred are put to flight and sin is washed away, 
lost innocence regained, and mourning turned to joy. 
Night truly blessed, when hatred is cast out, 
peace and justice find a home, and heaven is joined to earth 
and all creation reconciled to you. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this our Easter joy 
accept our sacrifice of praise, your Church’s solemn offering, 
this wax, the work of bees and the hands of your ministers. 
As we gaze upon the spendour of this flame 
fed by melting wax conceived by mother bee, 
grant that this Easter Candle may make our darkness light. 
For Christ the morning star has risen in glory; 
Christ is risen from the dead and his flame of love still burns within us! 
Christ sheds his peaceful light on all the world! 
Christ lives and reigns for ever and ever! 
Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Hymn refrain Let my people seek their freedom (471, tune: Beach Spring) 

Words: Herbert O’Driscoll 

1. “From the slave pens of the Delta, 
from the ghettos on the Nile, 
let my people seek their freedom 
in the wilderness awhile”: 
so God spoke from out of Sinai, 
so God spoke and it was done, 
and the people crossed the waters 
toward the rising of the sun. 

  



 5 

Reading from the Book of Genesis Genesis 1. 1 – 2. 4a 
 Jackie Hiebert, David Stewart, Mary Huxley 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the 
dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. 
And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the 
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 
bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 
saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great 
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 
17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every 
living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
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24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild 
animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps 
upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and 
over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” 
27 So God created humans in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 
shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 
all the work that he had done in creation. 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

2. “From the aging shrines and structures, 
from the cloister and the aisle, 
let my people seek their freedom 
in the wilderness awhile”: 
so the Son of God has spoken, 
and the storm-clouds are unfurled, 
for his people must be scattered 
to be servants in the world. 
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Prayer 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you created all things in wonderful beauty and order.  
Help us now to perceive 
how still more wonderful is the new creation, 
by which in the fullness of time 
you redeemed your people 
through the sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Exodus 14. 10–31, 15. 20–21 
 David Stewart, Mary Huxley 

[Having fled Egypt, the Israelites were camped by the sea, but Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and so he 
and his army set out in pursuit.] 10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there 
were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to 
the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you see 
today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. 16 But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that 
the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh 
and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 Then the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot 
drivers.” 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them, 
and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came 
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 



 8 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 
east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 The 
Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s 
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord, in the pillar of fire 
and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into a 
panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the 
Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
on the seashore.31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the 
people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

3. When we murmur on the mountains 
for the old Egyptian plains, 
when we miss our ancient bondage 
and the hope, the promise, wanes, 
then the rock shall yield its water 
and the manna fall by night, 
and with visions of a future 
shall we march toward the light. 

Prayer 

God of steadfast love,  
your wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day.  
By the power of your mighty arm  
you once delivered your chosen people  
from slavery under Pharaoh,  
to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations  
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by the water of baptism.  
Grant that all the peoples of the earth  
may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham,  
and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

A Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 55. 1-11, Jackie Hiebert 
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts; 
    come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread 
    and your earnings for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
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    nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

4. In the maelstrom of the nations, 
in the journey into space, 
in the clash of generations, 
in the hungering for grace, 
in our agony and glory, 
we are called to newer ways 
by the Lord of our tomorrows 
and the God of earth's todays. 

Prayer 

O God, 
by the power of your Word 
you have created all things, 
and by your Spirit you renew the earth. 
Give now the water of life to those who thirst for you,  
that they may bring forth abundant fruit 
in your glorious kingdom. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Handheld candles may now be extinguished, as the room lights are turned on. 

Bells are rung with vigour, to welcome the Light of Resurrection! 
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Peruvian Gloria 

Repeat each phrase line after the leader: 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory in the highest. 
To God be Glory forever. 
Alleluia, amen! Alleluia, amen! Alleluia, amen! 

The Collect of the Day 

Eternal Giver of life and light,  
this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ.  
Renew your Church with the Spirit given to us in baptism,  
that we may worship you in sincerity and truth,  
and shine as a light in the world;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen 

A Reading from the New Testament Letters Romans 6. 3–11, Mary Huxley 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died 
is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 
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Gospel Acclamation  Duncan Alleluia 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us;  
therefore let us keep the feast. 
Leader will sing the first time, and the congregation will join in after. 

 
Gospel Luke 24. 1–12 

Before the Gospel is read, the reader says 

God is with you. 
 And also with you. 

The Good News of Jesus according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, Jesus Christ. 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women went to the tomb, taking the spices 
that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they 
went in they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men 
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to 
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is 
not here but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the 
Son of Man must be handed over to the hands of sinners and be crucified and on the third 
day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these 
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran 
to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went 
home, amazed at what had happened. 
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After the Gospel, the reader says 

The Gospel of Christ 
 Praise to you, Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation  Duncan Alleluia (as above) 

Sermon 

Hymn Crashing Waters at Creation (42) 

1. Crashing waters at creation, 
ordered by the Spirit's breath, 
first to witness day's beginning 
from the brightness of night's death. 

2. Parting water stood and trembled 
as the captives passed on through, 
washing off the chains of bondage 
 channel 
to a life made new. 

3. Cleansing water once at Jordan 
closed around the one foretold, 
opened to reveal the glory 
ever new and ever old. 

4. Living water, never ending, 
quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
Wellspring, source of life eternal, 
drench our dryness, make us whole. 

The Renewal of Baptism Vows 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
The presider gives thanks for the water. 

The presider invites the congregation to renew their baptismal vows: 

Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so 
that we may rise with him to a new life. Now that our Lenten observance is ended, let us 
renew the promises we made in baptism, when we rejected Satan and all his works, and 
promised to serve God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
I do. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 
God the creator, the rock of our salvation, has given us new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ. May he 
keep us faithful to our calling, now and for ever. Amen. 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Hymn  Rejoice, Angelic Choirs, Rejoice (218) 
1. Rejoice, angelic choirs, rejoice! 

Rejoice now, all creation! 
Let trumpets loudly raise their voice 
to hail the Lord's salvation; 
let all Christ's holy people sing 
the triumph of their mighty King 
in festive celebration! 

2. O earth, exult in radiance bright, 
illumined by Christ's splendour! 
Your darkness now is put to flight; 
to him due praises render! 
Be glad, 0 church! Sing out your songs! 
Your temples fill with shouting throngs 
to hail the glorious victor! 

3. Let all who gather round this flame, 
the sign of Christ's arising, 
the deathless light of Christ acclaim, 
his saving mercy prizing; 
that all may live by faith in him 
who conquered death, despair, and sin 
to make us his forever. 

Prayer over the Gifts 

God of life and health, accept the offering of your holy people, and grant that we who are 
baptized into Christ may be perfected in your salvation, in the name of Jesus Christ the risen 
Lord. Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer The Book of Alternative Services, Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 with the Preface for Easter 

The Lord is with you. 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 



 16 

The prayer continues until: 

Therefore, joining our voices  
with the whole company of heaven,  
we sing our joyful hymn of praise  
to proclaim the glory of your name. 
Repeat each line after the cantor, starting at the '-mark: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,'  
God of power and 'might,  
Heaven and earth are full,'  
are full of your glo'ry.  
Blessed is the one who comes'  
in the name of the 'Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest,'  
hosanna in the high'est.     3x 

St Bride Setting, The Iona Community 

The prayer continues until: 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
we remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection, 
we await his coming in glory; 
The prayer continues until: 

…by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father,  
now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  
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Silence is kept after the Lord’s Prayer. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
Now we are raised to new life. 
We were buried in your tomb. 
Now we share your resurrection. 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Communion Music  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing (207) 

1. At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
praise to our victorious King, 
who hath washed us in the tide 
flowing from his pierced side; 
praise we him, whose love divine 
gives his sacred blood for wine, 
gives his body for the feast, 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 

2. Where the paschal blood is poured, 
death’s dark angel sheathes his sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
through the wave that drowns the foe. 
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
paschal victim, paschal bread; 
with sincerity and love, 
eat we manna from above. 

3. Mighty victim from on high, 
hell’s fierce powers beneath thee lie; 
death is broken in the fight, 
thou hast brought us life and light.  
Now no more can death appal, 
now no more the grave enthral! 
Thou hast opened paradise, 
and in thee thy saints shall rise. 

4. This, our gift of Easter joy, 
sin alone can now destroy; 
from sin’s power do thou set free 
souls newborn, O Lord, in thee. 
Hymns of glory and of praise, 
Father, unto thee we raise; 
risen Lord, all praise to thee, 
with the Spirit, ever be. 

Prayer after Communion 

Giver of all, we are nourished with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with the Spirit of love, and 
unite us in faith, that we may be witnesses to the resurrection and show your glory to all the 
world, in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 
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Glory to God 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory 
to God from generation to generation.  In the Church and in Christ Jesus; for ever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

Closing Hymn Retell What Christ’s Great Love Has Done (240, vv 1–3, 5; tune: Melita) 
1. Retell what Christ's great love has done, 

how crib and cross the victory won: 
God's call obeyed, temptations faced, 
the good news preached, then death 
 embraced. 
Let us who share his Easter light 
sing praise to God, our chief delight. 

2. Recall the covenant of grace 
in which you freely find your place: 
with water washed, at table fed, 
in Christ alive, to self now dead. 
Then with your lives, by day and night, 
sing praise to God, your chief delight. 

3. Review the tapestry of saints, 
that canvas which the Spirit paints: 
a prophet scorned, a teacher famed, 
a host unknown and unacclaimed, 
yet one and all who fought the fight 
sing praise to God, their chief delight. 
 

4. Rejoice at what Christ yet will do, 
intent on making all things new: 
the hungry filled, the peaceful blessed, 
the wounded healed, each heart at rest. 
Then sing, till faith gives way to sight, 
in praise of God, our chief delight. 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Let us go forth in the Life of the Risen Christ. 
Thanks be to God!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Postlude  Good Christians all, rejoice and sing, Jan Bender 
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Easter Morning at St Mary’s 
Sunday 5 Apr 7:00am Early Easter Worship with Oak Bay United at Willow’s beach 
    (with hot cross buns at St Mary’s afterwards) 
  10:00am Easter Day Eucharist 

 

The Flowering Cross! 

This Easter Sunday we will see the return of the ‘flowering cross’— 
a tradition in many churches and one that we had begun before COVID. 

On Easter Sunday morning, please consider bringing along a blossom or several from your own garden, if you 
have one, or from a bouquet you might have in your home.Come early for the 10am service, and bring your 
flowers to the front, where Jackie Hiebert will be busily arranging all our floral offerings on the wooden 

cross, as signs of the joyful Life we have in the risen Christ. 
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