Easter Sunday

April 5, 2026

WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Out of respect and in the spirit of truth, we acknowledge that we gather in community on land which
is Treaty 7 territory and the traditional territory of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian Plains. We
honour the Blackfoot people past, present and future, and the Metis Nation of Alberta, Region Ill. May
our actions and choices demonstrate open hearts, kindness, and compassion towards all who call this
place home.

COMMUNITY LIFE

Next week - Second Sunday of Easter Communion Service with Pastor Erin preaching and presiding
Lunch & Hymn Sing — Wednesday, April 8t at 12:30 pm

INTRODUCTION

At early dawn, to the garden the women came. They came with torn hearts and with spices to prepare
and mourn. But in the place where Jesus lay, angels instead asked why they looked among the dead.

Christ is risen! Christ lives who once had died so we may have expansive life, fully present to awe,
beauty, and pain. Rooted in God's love, we live full to the brim with grace and gratitude.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!



"Jesus Christ is Risen Today" v1-2 ELW 365
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This day is not like any other day.

Today good news breaks into our hearts.

Today new life overflows.

This day is not like any other day.
Today the stone was rolled awa

Y-

Today the women saw the empty grave.
Today we know — death does not win.

This day is not like any other day.
Today we are singing.
Today joy cannot be contained.




"Jesus Christ is Risen Today" v 4 ELW 365

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!

praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us, the Oldman, Castle, and Crowsnest Rivers.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever. Amen.



“Now the Feast and Celebration” NTF liturgy/ELW 789
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

It is our delight to pray. God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and
help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Colossians 3:1-4

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, for you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Alleluia, Alleluia” NTF - piano, bass, guitar, cajon
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.
But the angel said to the women, “"Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go
quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear
and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they
came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “"Do not be afraid; go
and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia” ELW 364 —V 1, 3-4 — piano, bass, guitar
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"Go spread the news: he's not in the grave.

He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus' redeeming labors are done.
Even the battle with sin is won." Refrain



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the
needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our doubts
and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. God of life, pour out your love.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth be renewed
by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have made. God of
life, pour out your love.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence,
oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and
redeem. God of life, pour out your love.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those
who are ill or in pain especially Alice, Don and Carol, Arne, Kate, Karen, Janet C, Victor and Judy, Janet
D, Dave, Tiffany, Corrie, Alice, Patrick, Joel and Ellen, Linda H, Carol, Murray, Shirley J., Derek, Isobel,
Shirley K., Hugh and Ally, Jim N., Donna, Helga, Clayton and Margaret, Nancy, Sheila, Cindy, Ray,
Doreen, Alan T, and those we name silently now . . . Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. God of
life, pour out your love.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. Bless this
community of faith, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. We ask
your blessing on Church Council and the work they do. Hold in your care Duncan and Marla McGeorge
and Doug and Irene Mclntyre, as well as Pastor Joel, Vanessa and Hans. Together wherever we are
may our alleluias rise up and spill out in praise to you. God of life, pour out your love.

Loving God, we pray for all who are grieving, especially for Marlene Lund and Bernice Megli and
families as they mourn the passing of Marlene's sister. Surround them with your comfort and grace.
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your resurrection. Bring
us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. God of life, pour out your love.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.



We sing as we set our table.

"The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing" ELW 531 -v1 &2
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OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as
your risen body in the world. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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“Holy, Holy, Holy"”
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Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:

beyond the stars; beneath the sea;

within each cell; with every breath.

Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile;
into the future.

We give you thanks for your dear Son:

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor;

with us now.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
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Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us

on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Come to the table of life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you

COMMUNION VIDEO - Easter Communion instrumental
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COMMUNION SONGS

“You Are Holy” ELW 525

n J L } L L }
e — S —— E— =
%—d— I C—— ( E— — — z
. 1] I I = 1) = —
J | 1 4
Du dr he - lig, du dr  hel Du dr all - tid myck-et  mer
Youare ho - ly, you are whole. You are al - ways ev-er more
n } L | }
r— I i h—P— N I — I I I I
Z@J_‘; B P - o 2 g S
.
an  vi ndn - sin kan for - sid, du dr nd - ra dn-dd.
thanwe ev - er un-der - stand. Youare al - ways at hand
n | i ] L L |
T T e L
M‘* D ] [ [ - . H—e . 2
J = a— | 4
Vil - sig-nad va -re  du som kom - mer hit jusi nu,
Bless-ed are youcom-ing near. Bless-ed are youcom-ing here
n 1 i
A I I y I I 3y 4
I I D] 7 | D] | | | I r 4 N I 3 y
e tv eSS ==—=
J bt ——
val -  sig - na-de vdr jord, blir till brod pd vdr jord.
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
0 2
e — ——e—e——5 9 9 1o — z
e He— ——F—F—+ — |
y . ! !
Du dr he - lig, du dr hel - het,
You are ho - ly, you are  whole - ness,
n } } s }
_ T ! I N— —
e e et
J T T T r | | | | T T
du dr  ndr - het he - la  kos - mos lo-var  dig!
you are  pres - ent. Let the cos - mos praise you, Lord!
n J J }
P m— ' P—p—p — o  — z
e+ & 7 R S N ) :
4
Ho -si - an - na, ho -si - an - na,
Sing ho - san - na in the high - est!
0 — .
\D— | ! — - — e _v v -
v - ' A | | |
ho - si - an - na, ho -si - an - na var Gud.
Sing ho - san - na! Sing ho - san - na to our God!

13



“Blessing, Honor, and Glory” ELW 433
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your
wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: Pour out your Spirit on all who share
your word and sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence
through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death into life fill you with great joy.
May you be rooted and grounded in + Christ's love,

strengthened by the Spirit,

and filled with all the fullness of God. Amen.

“We Know that Christ is Raised” (v1&4) ELW 449
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SENDING

Go in peace. Share the Good News:

Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION

“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” Public Domain

“Now the Feast and Celebration” “Alleluia, Lord to Whom Shall We Go?” “Holy, Holy, Holy” Words &
Music by Marty Haugen © GIA Publications. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.
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