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ONLINE SERVICE DETAILS 

Connection Details for SUNDAY MORNINGS @ 10:00 a.m. 

ALL SERVICES ARE LIVE-STREAMED THROUGH OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

which can be found through Hope Lutheran’s website: https://www.hopelutheran.ca/ 

Connecting by phone: 

1. Dial 587-328-1099 

2. Then press 487-603-306 # 

3. Press # again.  
 
  

Zoom 

To watch our service on Zoom, click the button on our home page 
(www.hopelutheran.ca). 

ZOOM is ONLY active when the service is in progress. 

Hope Lutheran Church 
3527 Boulton Road NW, Calgary, AB   T2L 1M5 

Office: 403-282-6033 church@hopelutheran.ca 
Pastor Greg: 587-433-5704 pastor.greg@hopelutheran.ca  

Zena: coordinator@hopelutheran.ca 
 

 



PASTOR’S PAGE  
 

 

 

Moving Forward in Faith: Living the Resurrection Life 

 

What does it really mean to live as Easter people? 
 

It’s easy to think of Easter as a single joyful day—filled with lilies, music, and the 

powerful proclamation that Christ is risen. But Easter is not just a moment; it’s a season. 

And more than that, it’s a way of life. 
 

This year, throughout the Easter season, we will be exploring a worship series called 

“Moving Forward in Faith: Living the Resurrection.” Each week, we’ll follow the 

resurrection stories from Scripture and discover how the risen Jesus continually calls 

people—not to stay where they are—but to move forward. 
 

On Easter morning, the women move from fear to joy as they run from the empty tomb 

to share the good news. A week later, Thomas moves through doubt into faith. Along 

the road to Emmaus, two disciples move from confusion to recognition as their eyes are 

opened to Christ walking with them. Again and again, we see that resurrection is not 

just something we believe—it’s something that changes how we live. 
 

And that’s the invitation for us. 
 

Resurrection faith means we don’t stay stuck in fear, uncertainty, or the past. It means 

trusting the voice of the Good Shepherd, even when the path ahead isn’t fully clear. It 

means relying on the presence of the Holy Spirit, who continues to guide, comfort, and 

nudge us forward. It means recognizing that we are sent people—called to live out hope 

in our homes, our workplaces, and our community. 
 

As a congregation, we’ll be asking a simple but powerful question each week: 

Where is God calling us to move forward in faith? 
 

You are invited to be part of this journey. Come and worship. Come and listen. Come 

and be renewed by the promise that Christ is alive—and still at work among us. 
 

Because Christ is risen… 

we are always being called to move forward. 

 

Your fellow faith traveler, 

Pastor Greg 



MESSAGE FROM CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

April brings us into the season of Easter; a time of resurrection, of spring, and of new life 
emerging where we may not have expected it. 
 

And it feels like we are living that out, together, here at Hope. 
 

In recent weeks, we have welcomed new members from the Unity mission into our community, 
and we are witnessing the birth of a Chinese ministry among us. These are not small changes. 
They are signs of new life, signs that something is growing, even if we can’t fully see what it will 
become yet. 
 

As I have shared before, we don’t have all the answers right now. We are in a season of 
discovery in which we are seeking to understand what God is calling this community to be in this 
moment and into the future. 
 

And that kind of season asks something of all of us. 
 

It asks for patience and grace, with one another, with our leaders, and with the process itself. 
This season also asks for openness to new ideas, new relationships, and new ways of being the 
church. 
And it asks for involvement. For each of us to share our thoughts, our hopes, and even our 
uncertainties and fears while committing to communicate with compassion, grace, and respect. 
 

This is not something being decided for us. It is something we are discerning together as a 
community in Christ. 
 

At the same time, we are also taking steps to help support this next chapter. Council has made 
an offer to a new Manager of Parish Operations, and we are excited to welcome this person in 
April. 
 

This is a new role for Hope, another sign of new life, and one that is intended to strengthen 
shared leadership within our church. Working in partnership with Pastor Greg, this role will help 
carry the operational and administrative leadership needed to support our ministry as it grows 
and evolves. 
 

Over the coming months, this person will work closely with our current staff to help bring clarity, 
structure, and sustainability to how we function as a community, so that we are better equipped 
to respond to God’s calling, wherever it leads. 
 

This, too, is part of our resurrection story: making space for new ways of working, new 
partnerships, and new possibilities. 
 

As we move through this Easter season, we are reminded that resurrection rarely looks neat or 
predictable. It often begins in uncertainty, in small signs, in quiet transformations that only 
become clear over time. 
 

So, in this resurrection season, I thank you for your patience, I thank you for your openness, and 
I thank you for being part of this community as we discover, together, what new life God is 
bringing forth at Hope. 
 

With gratitude, 
Anne Harding (Council Chair) 
 
 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE                                                                              
The tables have arrived....and they look great! 

We are happy to gift the retired tables to anyone who could use one! They are heavy and some are 

more worn than others but if you might be interested, please contact Zena for details.    

 

HOPE FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

February month-end financial reporting continues to show favourable results when 

comparing actual revenues and expenses to the forecasted budget and actual 2025 data. Offerings 

have increased for the first two months of 2026 by $6,646.00 when compared to same time frame in 

2025. Although it’s still early in the year, this is certainly a very positive trend we are experiencing. 
 

End-of-month numbers for March are currently unavailable. 

The finance committee will be meeting in mid-April to assess the first quarter of 2026. I 

will report any findings or recommendations from that meeting in the May Anchor. 
 

Steve Medhurst 

Hope Council Finance Liaison 

 

 
Budget & What’s Ahead 
 
The 2026 budget was approved and allows us to continue operating. It does include assumptions 
related to staffing, rentals, and Unity conversations that are still unfolding. Council will return in June 
with a mid-year update once we have clearer financial realities. 
 
Next Council Meeting – April 14 at 7:00pm. Please contact Council Chair, Anne Harding or any other 
council members should you have any questions, concerns or positive encouragement to pass on.  
 

OFFICE NEWS 

Office hours are Monday – Thursday, 9:00am – noon 
We will be closed Good Friday – April 3 and Easter Monday - April 6.  

 

 



             

 

JOB TITLE: Inter-congregational Child and Youth Community Coordinator (Part-time)  

POSITION SUMMARY Hope and Advent Lutheran congregations’ youth and children’s ministry 

partnership is seeking a part-time coordinator to plan and oversee a monthly kids’ and youth 

community event, Kids Camp Sunday, shared between the two congregations. This role supports 

meaningful faith-based activities that foster community fellowship, learning, and positive relationships 

among children and teens. 

HOURS AND COMPENSATION  

• 12–15 hours per month  

• $20 per hour  

• Flexible scheduling for planning based on event needs  

• Sunday mornings required once per month for the community event  

• Temporary position, April to September, with the possibility for extension and growth 
 

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES  

• Plan, organize, and oversee a monthly youth and children’s camp event  

• Coordinate sessions, logistics, materials, volunteers, and communication for each event 

• Build relationships with youth and parents while maintaining a safe, welcoming environment  

• Collaborate and communicate with pastors, church staff, and volunteers from both congregations 

• Ensure events reflect Lutheran values and support child and youth faith development  

• Review, implement, and follow the Alberta Synod Code of Conduct for working with vulnerable 

populations  

• Reach out, build relationships, and/or liaise with community service organizations  
 

QUALIFICATIONS  

• At least 18 years of age  

• Experience working with youth (professional, volunteer, or ministry settings)  

• Strong communication and organizational skills 

• Ability to lead activities and engage youth of varying ages  

• Reliable, responsible, and supportive of Lutheran Christian values  

• A current police clearance and vulnerable sector check is required  
 

TO APPLY  

Please send a brief introduction or cover letter and résumé to Rev. Aaron Schnell by email: 

pastor@adventlutheran.ca by April 10, 2026. 



WORSHIP NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 2 – 7:00PM Worship Service with Holy Communion 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – APRIL 3 – 10:00AM SERVICE at ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The address is 11 Scenic Acres Gate NW. 

A note about Good Friday: This will be a joint service at ADVENT. Confirmation class will be 

held afterward. We will NOT have a Good Friday service at Hope.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE – APRIL 5 – 10:00AM Worship and Sacrament 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen, indeed! 

Come for worship! Stay for hot cross buns and fellowship! 

There will be children’s programming for ages 4+ and an egg hunt!                                       

(children will begin in church). 

 

 

It is with profound joy that we welcome our new members from Unity 

mission this Easter Sunday. We look forward to where the Spirit will lead us 

in mission and ministry for the future! 



Worship Series Themes 

April 5 - Easter Sunday Moving Forward from Fear to Joy 

April 12 - 2nd Sunday of Easter Moving Forward through Doubt 

April 19 - 3rd Sunday of Easter Moving Forward with Open Eyes 

April 26 - 4th Sunday of Easter Moving Forward by Following the Shepherd 

May 3 - 5th Sunday of Easter Moving Forward with Trust 

May 10 - 6th Sunday of Easter Moving Forward with the Spirit 

May 17 - Ascension Sunday Moving Forward with Purpose 

May 24 - Pentecost/Confirmation Moving Forward in Boldness 
 

 

NEW WORSHIP EXPERIENCE – Please join us on April 26. 
 
 

Altar Flowers – if you would like to sign up to sponsor an upcoming date, please contact the office.  
 
Ushers are needed for April and May please contact Zena.  
 
Coffee after Sunday Worship – your help is always appreciated!  
 
 

 
 

Home Visitation (Communion) Training 

Pastor Greg will be leading a home visitation training seminar on Sunday, May 3 @ noon. If you feel 
led by the Spirit, but feel like you don’t know where or how to be a part of this ministry, this seminar is 
for you. Join Pastor Greg for the training. A light luncheon will be provided. 

 
Worship at Varsity Manor - 5353 Crowchild Trail NW 
The 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:15pm. Please contact Pastor Greg or Joyce if you would like 
to attend – we would love help with singing.  April 8 is the next service. 
 
 
 
 



UPDATE FROM THE ALTAR GUILD 
 

We are pleased to report that we have wonderful people who have made commitments to assist with 

duties, as required, that pertain to altar care: banners and paraments, or preparations for Holy 

Communion. In addition, one person will take responsibility for the care and maintenance of the votive 

candles and table, while yet another will launder and iron communion linens. Thanks very much, 

willing workers! We are indeed gratified. In respect for their privacy, we will not publish their names 

until we have had a chance to ask for their permission to do so. 
 

A note about the votive candles: Despite the fact that many people have more than one person they 

want to remember, for there be enough candles for everyone to light we kindly request that you light 

only one candle.  We simply do not have enough space on the table for the number of candles that 

would be needed (nor do we have enough candles) to accommodate the lighting of several at a time. 

Thanks for your thoughtful consideration. 
 

 A special shout out to Margaret K. for her decades of faithful service. We bless you in the name of the 

Lord. 
 

We welcome any and all who would like to be part of the team, with participation as is comfortable. 

Just ask us if there’s some little thing you might be able to help with. 

We are not going anywhere, but it’s nice to have backup in case we’re out of commission or if we 

decide we’d just like some more time off.  See you in church! 
 

The Lees—Kathy & Jim 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

KIDS CAMP SUNDAY 
This monthly event is a collaboration between Hope and Advent. Children and youth enjoy worship 

with our church family and then they enjoy fun activities, bible stories, crafts and games. Don’t forget 

the pizza lunch! 

 

The next Kids Camp Sunday will be held April 26th at Hope Lutheran Church.   

 

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation classes will take a break over Lent. With the exception of meeting on Good Friday after 
worship. Here is the remaining schedule for the rest of the year. 
 
Date  Location    Theme 
April 3  Advent    Crucifixion 
April 12 Hope     Resurrection 
April 19  Advent     Apostle Paul 
April 26 Church of the Cross   Pentecost 
May 3  Hope      Last Class 
May 24 Hope     Confirmation Sunday  
 

 

 



BIBLE STUDY – Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

 

 
 
Digging Deeper: Growing Roots in the Word 
Each Sunday we hear God’s Word proclaimed—but there is always more to discover. Digging Deeper 
is a weekly Bible study that revisits the previous Sunday’s Scripture readings, giving us space to 
reflect, ask questions, explore background and context, and listen more closely for how Christ is 
speaking to us today. Together we will move beyond simply hearing the Word to dwelling in it, allowing 
it to take root in our hearts and shape our daily lives. Join us each Wednesday morning at 10am as we 
grow deeper in faith and stronger in discipleship—one week, one text, one step at a time. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS – APRIL 2026 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 01: WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 

THURSDAY, APRIL 02: MAUNDY THURSDAY 

FRIDAY, APRIL 03: GOOD FRIDAY 

SATURDAY, APRIL 04: HOLY SATURDAY 

EASTER 

SUNDAY, APRIL 05: RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

SUNDAY, APRIL 05: EASTER EVENING 

MONDAY, APRIL 06: PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; EXODUS 14:10-31; 15:20-21; COLOSSIANS 3:5-11; 

TUESDAY, APRIL 07: PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; EXODUS 15:1-18; COLOSSIANS 3:12-17; 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 08: PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24; JOSHUA 3:1-17; MATTHEW 28:1-10; 

THURSDAY, APRIL 09: PSALM 16; SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8-15; COLOSSIANS 4:2-5; 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10: PSALM 16; SONG OF SOLOMON 5:9-6:3; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11; 

SATURDAY, APRIL 11: PSALM 16; SONG OF SOLOMON 8:6-7; JOHN 20:11-20; 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=h&d=37
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=h&d=38
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=h&d=39
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=h&d=40
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=42
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=43
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2014-24;%20Exodus%2014:10-31;%2015:20-21;%20Colossians%203:5-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2014-24;%20Exodus%2015:1-18;%20Colossians%203:12-17;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118:1-2,%2014-24;%20Joshua%203:1-17;%20Matthew%2028:1-10;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2016;%20Song%20of%20Solomon%202:8-15;%20Colossians%204:2-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2016;%20Song%20of%20Solomon%205:9-6:3;%201%20Corinthians%2015:1-11;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2016;%20Song%20of%20Solomon%208:6-7;%20John%2020:11-20;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=44


MONDAY, APRIL 13: PSALM 114; JUDGES 6:36-40; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-20; 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14: PSALM 114; JONAH 1:1-17; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-28; 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15: PSALM 114; JONAH 2:1-10; MATTHEW 12:38-42; 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16: PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19; ISAIAH 25:1-5; 1 PETER 1:8B-12; 

FRIDAY, APRIL 17: PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19; ISAIAH 26:1-4; 1 PETER 1:13-16; 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18: PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19; ISAIAH 25:6-9; LUKE 14:12-14; 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19: THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MONDAY, APRIL 20: PSALM 134; GENESIS 18:1-14; 1 PETER 1:23-25; 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21: PSALM 134; PROVERBS 8:32-9:6; 1 PETER 2:1-3; 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22: PSALM 134; EXODUS 24:1-11; JOHN 21:1-14; 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23: PSALM 23; EXODUS 2:15B-25; 1 PETER 2:9-12; 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24: PSALM 23; EXODUS 3:16-22, 4:18-20; 1 PETER 2:13-17; 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25: PSALM 23; EZEKIEL 34:1-16; LUKE 15:1-7; 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26: FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MONDAY, APRIL 27: PSALM 100; EZEKIEL 34:17-23; 1 PETER 5:1-5; 

TUESDAY, APRIL 28: PSALM 100; EZEKIEL 34:23-31; HEBREWS 13:20-21; 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29: PSALM 100; JEREMIAH 23:1-8; MATTHEW 20:17-28; 

THURSDAY, APRIL 30: PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16; GENESIS 12:1-3; ACTS 6:8-15; 

 

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
The first Saturday of each month, the group meets at 8:30am at Cora’s Brentwood. Please contact 

Robert: robert.hiebert@gmail.com for more details. Upcoming dates:  April 4, May 2 
 

THE GATHERING TABLE 
Many thanks to the wonderful soup makers who filled our bellies with delicious soup throughout the 
Lenten Gathering Table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Judges%206:36-40;%201%20Corinthians%2015:12-20;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Jonah%201:1-17;%201%20Corinthians%2015:19-28;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20114;%20Jonah%202:1-10;%20Matthew%2012:38-42;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20116:1-4,%2012-19;%20Isaiah%2025:1-5;%201%20Peter%201:8b-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20116:1-4,%2012-19;%20Isaiah%2026:1-4;%201%20Peter%201:13-16;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20116:1-4,%2012-19;%20Isaiah%2025:6-9;%20Luke%2014:12-14;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=45
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20134;%20Genesis%2018:1-14;%201%20Peter%201:23-25;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20134;%20Proverbs%208:32-9:6;%201%20Peter%202:1-3;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20134;%20Exodus%2024:1-11;%20John%2021:1-14;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023;%20Exodus%202:15b-25;%201%20Peter%202:9-12;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023;%20Exodus%203:16-22,%204:18-20;%201%20Peter%202:13-17;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023;%20Ezekiel%2034:1-16;%20Luke%2015:1-7;
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?y=17134&z=s&d=46
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;%20Ezekiel%2034:17-23;%201%20Peter%205:1-5;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;%20Ezekiel%2034:23-31;%20Hebrews%2013:20-21;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100;%20Jeremiah%2023:1-8;%20Matthew%2020:17-28;
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2031:1-5,%2015-16;%20Genesis%2012:1-3;%20Acts%206:8-15;
mailto:robert.hiebert@gmail.com


MINDFUL MOVEMENTS EXERCISE & BALANCE CLASS  

Mindful Movements Exercise & Balance Class with Physiotherapist Tonia Wood. This group has so 

much fun together – we’ve decided to add one more class for the spring! 

 
 

Springtime special….. 
 

Mindful Movements 
Tuesdays April 14 – May 12 from 11:30am – 12:45pm 

 FREE of CHARGE 
Spaces are limited so YOU MUST REGISTER WITH TONIA.  

Contact toniawood10@icloud.com 
 

WORK OF ART – Thursday 10am – noon 
Do you have an art project at home you just never seem to get to? Bring whatever project you are 

working on and join in the conversation while you work! 
 

BIRTHDAYS  
Due to privacy concerns, we were asked to remove names and birthdates from the Anchor. We have 

since received feedback from many of our members who love having this list – they use this as a way 

to stay connected.  
 

Folks might remember that during Covid, Zena and Jane worked hard to create a weekly newsletter. 

During that time, they worked to accumulate a birthday list so that birthdays could be published weekly 

and our church community could call and send cards to each other on birthdays. If we have a person’s 

birthdate in our member data, it was because that person gave it to us and we were given permission 

to publish that information. 

We would like to resume the birthday list in our monthly Anchor, so please contact the office to give us 

your birthday for publication use in our monthly Anchor. You can also contact the office to ask us to 

remove your birthdate from our member list if you don’t want it published. 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

STITCHING FOR HOPE – Tuesday mornings at 10:00am 

A group of stitchers meet at 10 am every Tuesday morning at Hope to work on blankets while enjoying 

some great fellowship and coffee. Can’t stitch? No problem, come for the visit! 

 

CHARITY OF CHOICE    
Our Charity of Choice for March and April is Lutheran Campus Ministries – Calgary.  

 
We continue to support the great work of Pastor Margaret and Lutheran Campus Ministries – Calgary. 
Please uphold the students in your prayers as they study and prepare for their final exams in April. 
Financial contributions to Campus Ministry can be included with your regular church offerings (please 
note amount to be designated for this charity).    

mailto:toniawood10@icloud.com


SING FOR JUSTICE! 
An Evening of Song and Fellowship 

 

 
 
 

Friday, May 22  
7:00 – 9:30pm 

Hope Lutheran Church 
 

Classic Hymn Sing-a-long! 
 

Featuring performances by 
Amicus Singers & Hope Worship Band 

 
No admission 

Refreshments to follow 
 

A free will offering will be collected for individuals and communities impacted by I.C.E. 
 

 
 
 

MINISTRY PARTNERS 

 

For more information about upcoming events, visit their website - kuriakos.ab.ca 

The annual Camp Kuriakos Fundraiser will be held Saturday, April 25th at the Nexsource Centre in 

Sylvan Lake. Please contact Kuriakos for tickets. Donations for the silent auction can be dropped off at 

Hope Lutheran Church.  

Summer Program Registration is open.  Some Hope families are planning to attend Family Camp I 

July 12-17. The more the merrier!  

Kuriakos is looking for summer staff – check website for application details.  

https://campkuriakos.cloversites.com/programs/adultfamily-camp


FROM THE WIDER CHURCH  
 

 
 
April 2026  
 

Dear beloved in Christ,  
 

Easter begins in darkness and cold, behind a seemingly immovable stone. Before anyone expects it, 
God is already at work long before dawn, while guards stand watch against the very possibility of 
renewal.  
 

This is no polished or pretty day. A tomb is still a tomb. Even a small stone is very heavy. So let us not 
pretend that Easter is merely a “feel-good” moment. It is a day of grief, shock, and confusion. Women 
run with impossible, breathless news. Others hesitate, unable to receive it. All of this belongs to 
Easter. All of it is part of how God realigns the human heart.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
 

We now live in an unfolding season of resurrection. We know that Good Friday did not have the final 
word. Life does. Freedom does. Love does.  
 

And yet, we still feel the pull of forces that draw us back into oppression, rigidity, and captivity shaped 
by shame, exclusion, and isolation. There are voices that would wrap the cross in the banners of 
nation and power, shrinking the boundless love of Christ into something guarded and small. But the 
risen Christ refuses containment. Jesus crosses thresholds, breathes peace into fearful rooms, and 
gathers people from every language and land.  
There are distortions as well. The Gospel reduced to moral advice. The cross softened into sentiment. 
The resurrection treated as metaphor rather than miracle. But Easter resists being tamed. It is not 
about improvement. It is about new creation. Not a gentle adjustment, but a holy upheaval in which 
even death is undone.  
 

This is God’s wide-open invitation into a different way of being. The Gospel does not belong to any 
nation, political group, or even the Church itself. It is for all creation. It declares that life is not 
accidental, love is not optional, and hope is not naïve. The resurrection calls us awake.  
 

Let us not become people who speak of faith without being shaped by it. This Easter, may we 
encounter the living Christ who still meets, teaches, and transforms.  
 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Bishop Trish Schmermund  
Synod of Alberta and the Territories, ELCIC 
 
 
 
 



REFLECTION & FUN 
 

 
 

 



Our very own Robert Hiebert has made a website with puzzles on it. He would love to share this 

interest of his with you! The website is:  iyampuzzled.org 

 
 

 

 

http://iyampuzzled.org/


HARBINGERS OF SPRING -by Kathy Lee 

 

Ah, spring! New catalogue season! What joy there was when the Simpson’s catalogue arrived 

in our rural mailbox, followed by the catalogue from the T. Eaton Company. That was the one we 

anticipated the most. The first page we always turned to was the one picturing the wedding 

dress that was being offered that year. One dress in particular was memorable because the 

daughter of our nearest neighbour ordered it for her wedding. It was lace with a three-tiered full 

skirt: pretty on the pages of the catalogue, but not so much in real life. It didn’t flatter the bride at 

all and I dare say there was probably buyer’s remorse. Alas, there was no chance to get 

something different because there wasn’t another choice available from Eaton’s mail order, nor 

was there time for a trip to Medicine Hat to shop for another one. Well, she looked really happy 

on her wedding day and the marriage endured, rock-solid, so the dress wasn’t a factor in the 

end. 

 

After checking out the wedding dress we went on to pore over the other dresses in both 

catalogues. “Ooh! That one looks nice! What colours does it come in? What’s the price?” 

Okay. Ask Mom to get out the tape measure and check the charts in the middle pages to figure 

out what size to order. Fill out the form and mail it to Simpson’s in Regina or Eaton’s in 

Winnipeg. 

 

Waiting for the order to arrive was hard. Sometimes it took more than two weeks but when a 

card came in the mailbox that a parcel was in the post office in Tilley, excitement knew no 

bounds. Mom wasted no time in hopping in the car to get it- C.O.D - Cash on Delivery. 

It was not uncommon for an order to bring disappointment because of a substitution - often a 

different colour due to the originally ordered one being out of stock. Sometimes the dress was 

completely different from what had been ordered and that was irksome indeed. If we’d wanted 

that particular dress, Mom would have ordered it in the first place. It was either accept the 

substitution or go to the trouble of sending it back, which meant another trip to town. Then the 

waiting game began again, this time for a refund. How tedious! 

 

Ordering from the catalogue became more of a frustration rather than an advantage and so, 

over time, we came to depend more on the merchants in Brooks: Carol’s Fashions and Hanen’s 

for women’s wear, Ingram’s Store for children’s clothing, Bev Nelson’s for men’s wear. (I think 

my dad probably still bought his overalls from the general store in Tilley.) Of course, when it 

wasn’t ready-to-wear dresses, we were garbed in home-sewn garments when Mom had the 

time to make them. 

 

We still liked perusing the pages of the catalogues, though, and continued to marvel at the 

Variety of things that were offered for sale, from clothing to shoes, to household items and yard 

goods, to toys, tools, and tires. (We dared not linger on the pages of corsets and brassieres, 

modelled by daring women. Who would be brave enough to be photographed in their 

undergarments, we wondered. Better move on quickly from that section!) 

 



I can’t help but think about how many trees were cut down to make the paper for those huge 

catalogues issued for years and years across Canada. It boggles the mind. Now the catalogues, 

so-to-speak, are on the internet, still holding the potential for disappointment and frustration, 

especially when it comes to clothing. Some things never change, I guess. 

 

 

 

Did you know that we have a great selection of puzzles and books. Feel free to check out the shelf 

near the office. We are always glad to accept donations of puzzles and current novels. Please be sure 

to tape puzzle boxes and ensure the puzzles have all of their pieces! 

 

 

 

Let’s have some fun, shall we? Answer these 20 questions to be entered for a prize!  Simply number 

your answers (1 – 20), be sure to put your name on it and deliver to Zena (or her desk) by April 20th.  

A winner will be drawn from all entries (with correct answers). Please refrain from searching for 

answers on your phone! * Ignore the colored squares on #6.  

 

 
 

 

 



Brain Teasers Contest Entry Form 

 

Name: _____________________________________     

 

Contact information: (email or phone number) ____________________________________________ 

 

Date Submitted: __________________________ 

 

Your answers: 

 

1.____________________________________ 11.____________________________________ 

 

2.____________________________________ 12.____________________________________ 

 

3. ____________________________________ 13.____________________________________ 

 

4. ____________________________________ 14. ____________________________________ 

 

5. ____________________________________ 15. ____________________________________ 

 

6. ____________________________________ 16. ____________________________________ 

 

7. ____________________________________ 17. ____________________________________ 

 

8. ____________________________________ 18. ____________________________________ 

 

9. ____________________________________ 19. ____________________________________ 

 

10. ____________________________________ 20. ____________________________________ 

 

 

 


