
 
  

Thursday April 2, 2026 

 
 

Introduction 
This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the world 
to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight we remember Christ’s last meal 
with his disciples, but the central focus is his commandment that we live out the promise embodied in 

this meal. As Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble 
service to one another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by 

the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn silence, we 
anticipate the coming days. 

 



—-———————- GATHERING ————————— 
 
 

PRELUDE-George Donovan Jr. 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INVOCATION 
  

GATHERING SONG       WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL (ELW 359)
 

 

 
  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 
death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to 
which we were called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of 
reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with one another. 



Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you. 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                                   

          “MAKE ME A SERVANT” 
 
Make me a servant humble and meek 

               Lord let me lift up those who are weak 
       And may the prayer of my heart always be 

  Make me a servant make me a servant 
         Make me a servant today 

 
 

Music and lyrics: Kelly Willard © 1982 CCCM Music; Universal Music – Brentwood Benson Publishing; Willing Heart Music 
            Administrators Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc. 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, 
to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will 
to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

——————— WORD——————— 
 

READINGS                                     1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 
 

    23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took 
the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL                   JOHN 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

        1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 
and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not 
all of you are clean.” 
 

 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 
right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if 
you do them.” 
 
 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has 
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now 
I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



SERMON      SERVING LIKE JESUS IN A SELF-SERVING WORLD       PASTOR DAVID YOUNG 
 

1) What does Jesus washing the disciples’ feet reveal about the true nature of power and 
leadership in God’s kingdom? 
2) Peter resists Jesus at first—why do you think it’s sometimes hard to receive love and 
service?  Where in your life do you struggle to let others serve or care for you? 
3) Jesus says, “You also ought to wash one another’s feet.” What might that look like in your 
context? What makes serving others difficult or inconvenient in your daily life? 
4) What would change if we measured greatness by how well we serve rather than how much 
we achieve?  What is one specific act of service you will commit to this week?  

 
 
 

 JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE (ELW 708) 

 
Text: Tom Colvin 1925-2000 alt. Music: Chereponi Ghanaian folk tune adapt Tom Colvin Text and music ©1969 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
 

 Each petition will end with “Hear us, O God” and the response will be “Your mercy is great” 
 
 

SHARING OF CHRIST’S PEACE 

                                                   ————— MEAL ——— 
 



OFFERING 
Thank you for your continued generosity in supporting the ongoing ministry of Bethel Lutheran 

Church!  In-person gifts may be placed in the offering plates, mailed to Bethel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (2077 N. Frederick Pike, Winchester, VA 22603), given online at 

www.bethelwinchester.com or using the adjacent QR code.  
 
MUSIC FOR REFLECTION  
             “LAMB OF GOD” 
               Music and lyrics Twila Paris 

              © 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc.; Mountain Spring Music 
           Administrators Capitol CMG Publishing 

     
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain 
and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and 
wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord 
 Let us give thanks to the lord our god.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

PREFACE 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY HOLY HOLY 
 

 

 
JESUS’ WORDS ABOUT COMMUNION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

                   
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Bread for the journey.  A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 
 

 
 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table!   

Everyone, regardless of age, is invited forward to receive a blessing. Baptized Christians, irrespective of denomination, are 
encouraged to receive bread and wine. Please follow the direction of the ushers. 

 

You will receive the bread from the first Holy Communion distributor. You will pick up the cup of wine or juice from the tray held by 
the second distributor. For those who need gluten free a pre-packaged gluten-free wafer and a cup of grape juice is also 

available. 
Once you have communed, you are invited to return to your seat for silent reflection or singing. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN        ONE BREAD, ONE BODY (ELW 496) 

 
 

Text: John Foley, si, h. 1939 Music: One Bread, One Body, John Foley, si Text and music ©1978 John B. Foley SI and OCP Publications, all rights reserved. Used by 
permission 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, 
death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits 
of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR  
At the conclusion, all depart in silence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 
 

We hope every person felt welcomed here, especially our guests. We trust that our time together has filled you with a sense of joy and 
peace, and we invite you to return soon. 
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