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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 
 

How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 

We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is 

invited to receive Holy Communion.  
 

How to financially support us 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 

A note on Communion Wafers 
To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts 

of gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship. 

 
Introduction to the day 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! Where 

fear and death once held us, new life is given for all–God shows no partiality. With the women at the 

tomb, we are astonished, joyful, and grateful. We gather around word and meal to receive this life 

again. Then we are sent to share Christ’s hope in our homes, to our neighbors, and with a weary 

world. 
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You 

are encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself. 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism   
 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 

beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, 

roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us, Spring Creek, Spruce 

Creek, Slab Cabin Run, Beaver Branch, Shaver’s Creek, and Laurel Run. Blessed are you. 
A: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 

you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 

joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
A: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 

that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
A: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 

creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!       (ELW 369) 

 
 

 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

 
 
 
Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.  A: And also, with you. 
 

P: Let us pray, O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. A: Amen. 

 

Word 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
During Easter the first reading is always from the Acts of the Apostles. Today’s reading is at 

the heart of a critical moment in church history – the Spirit has led Peter to Cornelius, a pious 

Gentile, and convinces him to break through the line dividing Israel from the rest of 

humanity. After this short summary of Jesus’ ministry, Peter baptizes Cornelius and his 

household and welcomes them into the community of the Resurrected One. 

 
34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is 

acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, 
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beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and 

to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All 

the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.”          

                      R: The word of the Lord.   A: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24           (Sung to the tune All Saints New “LBW 183”) 
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Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
In this letter the apostle describes Christ as the faithful, cosmic image of God – self-emptying 

love and the victory of life are at the heart of God and the center of the universe. Now he 

turns to the everyday implications of our identification with Christ, in hope- and love-filled 

living. 

 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on 

the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 

in glory.              R: The word of the Lord.  A: Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation  

   

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 28:1-10 
Matthew’s account of the Resurrection is filled with pyrotechnics which generally accompany 

a manifestation of God – earthquake, lightning, and blazing white clothing. Here it is women 

who witness these events, hear the news of the Resurrection, and first experience the 

Resurrected Christ. The message sent to the disciples sets the stage for the Great Commission. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the sixteenth chapter. A: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 

angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 

it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 

the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do 

not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not 

here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus 

met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers 

and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”         

                   P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

                                                    P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.  A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Sermon 
 

*Hymn of the Day: “ Earth, Earth, Awake!”                    (ACS 937) 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
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*Nicene Creed
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*Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
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L: Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. 

Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the 

earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of 

all you have made. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 

violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 

to transform and redeem. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 

afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to them as 

the Risen One. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 

resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over 

death in word and deed. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 

resurrection, especially Paul Anderson and Merle Neff. Bring us, with them, to the 

unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
A: Amen. 

 
*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  
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Meal 

Offering 
 

Musical Offering 
 

* Offertory  

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
L: Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. A: Amen. 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 
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*PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and 

all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
*Sanctus 
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Through our remembrance we proclaim the mystery of our faith  
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
A: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
A: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  
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Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church,  

both now and forever.  
A: Amen.  Alleluia! 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*Invitation to Communion   
P: Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 

*Lamb of God  
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.    

 

*Communion Hymn – Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks               (WOV 671) 

 

 
 
                             

*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207) 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As 

grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world: in the 

name of Jesus, the Bread of life. A: Amen. 

 
Sending 

 

*Sending of communion 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People  
 
*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
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*Sending hymn: The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done”        (ELW 366) 

 
 

Dismissal  
L: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

L: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
A: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 
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The yellow tulips that decorate the sanctuary are given to 

the glory of God in memory or honor of the following: 

  

In honor of our family…by Delorse and Joe Homan 

In memory of my husband, Malcom Hummel…by Martha Hummel 

In memory of my father, Malcom Hummel, and in honor of my 

mother, Martha Hummel…by Morgen Hummel 

In memory of our parents…by Cinda and Paul Johnson 

In memory of Helen and Ed Magnuson…by Karen Magnuson 

In memory of Grace and George Horn…by Edna McCauley 

In memory of our parents…by Linda and Jeff Muthler 

In honor of our grandchildren…by Linda and Jeff Muthler 

In memory of Marilyn Niemann…by Lloyd Niemann 

In memory of our parents…by Ann and Art Reede 

In memory of Sylvia Way…by Debbie and Ron Strouse 

In memory of my mother, Claudia Tomkiel…by Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

In memory of Grace and Herb Williams…by Roger Williams 
 
(People who purchased tulips may take them home after the Easter service) 
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Serving Today 
Worship Leader...….……………………………………….Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister…………………………………………..Eleanor Bird 

Musician.……………………………………………............. Jacob Heller 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..…Ann Reede 

Reader……………………………………………………………Karen Magnuson 

 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, where we gather for 

worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous 

siblings who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Copyright and License Information   
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Hymns reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2024 - Aug 10, 2025. Words found in psalm 

taken from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship 

with acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 
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