First Evangelical Lutheran Church
250 W. Decatur St.
Decatur, Illinois
(217) 423-7783
Website: www.felcdecatur.org
Email: felc_decatur@outlook.com

We have a livestream option on our website!
https://felcdecatur.org/live

April 5, 2026, at 9:30am
Easter Sunday
HOLY COMMUNION

Come Experience God’s Unlimited Grace, in a Most Welcoming Place


http://www.felcdecatur.org/
https://felcdecatur.org/live

INTRODUCTION

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we
are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s
endless love.

WELCOME

PRELUDE “Rejoice the Lord is King” John Darwall
Trumpet & Piano

GATHERING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
C: Amen.

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

P: Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you.
C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.



P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

*GATHERING SONG “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” ELW #365

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
now above the sky he's king, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4

GREETING ELW p. 138
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: And also, with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW p. 140-141



*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray,
C: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and
has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share
with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life
with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
WORD

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary
of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life,
death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

34 Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly understand that God
shows no partiality, * but in every people anyone who fears him and practices
righteousness is acceptable to him. *° You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’ That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: ** how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.

39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree, *° but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, *' not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. *> He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. ** All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.”

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
' Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare,
“God’s mercy endures forever.”



'“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
"> Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
'“ The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
71 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
' The LORD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
"” Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
U“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
°'T give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
*> The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
** By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
" This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

ANTHEM “Alleluia, He Is Risen!” arr. Cindy Berry

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the
risen Christ in God.

'If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. % Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the
things that are on earth, * for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
*When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in

glory.

A: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia™ ELW p. 142

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 28" Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to
proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen!

! After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. * For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. ° But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. ® He is not here, for
he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. ’ Then go quickly and
tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb
quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. ° Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.
19 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to
Galilee; there they will see me.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY “The Day of Resurrection” ELW #361

1 The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad,
the passover of gladness,
the passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
from sin's dominion free,
our Christ has brought us over
with hymns of victory.



2

4

Let hearts be purged of evil
that we may see aright

the Lord in rays eternal

of resurrection light,

and list'ning to his accents,

may hear, so calm and plain,

his own ""All hail!" and hearing,
may raise the glad refrain.

Now let the heav'ns be joyful,

let earth its song begin,

the round world keep high triumph
and all that is therein.

Let all things, seen and unseen,
their notes of gladness blend;

for Christ the Lord has risen,

our joy that has no end!

All praise to God the Father,
all praise to Christ the Son,
all praise to God the Spirit,
eternal Three in One!

Let all the ransomed number
fall down before the throne,
and honor, pow'r, and glory
ascribe to God alone!

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

*APOSTLES’ CREED

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and He will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world,
let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

A: Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life.
Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

A: Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of
all you have made. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit
to transform and redeem. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen
One. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over
death in word and deed. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

A: Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.



P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C: Amen.
*PEACE
MEAL
OFFERING ANTHEM “The Tomb Stands Open Wide” Lloyd Larson

(We thank you for your time, talent, and money toward ministry at FELC and beyond.
Please place your money donation in the offering basket at the back of church, or on-line
at https://felcdecatur.org/give, or by mail.)

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Merciful God,

C: accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin,
who in dying has destroyed death,
and 1n rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffelcdecatur.org%2Fgive&data=05%7C02%7C%7C0c4614b842ac49c6c00908dce3d774a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638635761788824952%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xo7j8loWrM%2FD%2FlPm6nZg6MN96%2BCVEqTvLW1Z4GPBDMI%3D&reserved=0

and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying:
Y our mercy endures forever.
C: Your mercy endures forever.

P: By your promise
you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,
the colors of your love and faithfulness.

Y our mercy endures forever.
C: Your mercy endures forever.



P: By your promise

you bound yourself to your people of old,
blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others,
showing them steadfast love in every generation
and calling them to be a light to the nations.

Y our mercy endures forever.

C: Your mercy endures forever.

P: By your promise

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,

grafting us into your living Vine,

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember his life laid down and lifted up
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

C:

ELW p. 145
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P: Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.

Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With all the saints in light,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.

C: ELW p. 145
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LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

At each worship service FELC celebrates communion around the altar rail using non-
alcoholic sacramental wine so that all present may receive God’s Grace in this
sacrament. If anyone is unable to come to the altar, the Pastor and assistants will bring
the sacrament to you. (If possible, please alert the Pastor or Assistant prior to Worship
service if you want communion at your seat). You are also welcome to pick up a
disposable chalice containing wine or juice at the back of the church. If you are taking
communion at the rail and feel less steady on your feet, feel free to come to the front of
the communion rail rather than walking around toward the back.



COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Holy One,

C: through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,

SENDING

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

-+ bless you now and forever.

C: Amen.




*SENDING HYMN “I Know that My Redeemer Lives! ” ELW #619

1 I know that my Redeemer lives!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!

2 He lives triumphant from the grave;
he lives eternally to save;
he lives exalted, throned above;
he lives to rule his church in love.

3 He lives to grant me rich supply;
he lives to guide me with his eye;
he lives to comfort me when faint;
he lives to hear my soul's complaint.

4 He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart.

5 He lives to bless me with his love;
he lives to plead for me above;
he lives my hungry soul to feed;
he lives to help in time of need.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!

7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.



*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!!
C: Thanks be to God.

*POSTLUDE

Liturgy from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All Rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress

Lectionary - Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce copies for local use only and this copyright notice appears.

All reprints used by permission© John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, IA 50677
CCLI License # 2368672 | One License #A-734658

Prayey Requesls
Barb Ahlenius, Connie Andrews, Matt Andrews & Family,
Peg Books, Jeanie Dennis, Becky Gauble, Shani Goss,
Esther Gregory, Jan Lawson, Sharon Lindeman,
RuthAnn & Don Ruby, Sebastian (Bass) Smallwood,
Mary Ann Stolley, Ken Stolley, Rick Strine, Rudy Zucker Sr.

If you'd like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office.
Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request.

Ondicioand

Presiding and Preaching
Assisting Minister
Slides

Organist/Bell Choir Director
Interim Choir Director
Trumpet

Technical Director
Audio/Visual

Bell Ringer

Greeter

Check-In

Acolyte

Communion Aide
Money Counters

Minister Claire Vail

Isaac Ford

Bill Fitzgerrel

Rick Strine

Milton Scott

Mike McDonald

Mason Oliver

Abbey Jordan & Audio/Visual Team
Bob Tyler

Bruce & Tami Cannon

John & Lin Malachowski and Janice Isaacs
Gemma Berry

Carol Tyler

Bob & Judy Carney and Mike Corley



Annouwncements

The AMELCA TEAM served 71 clients on Wednesday, April 1%

Claire will be out of the office on Monday, April 6.

Meet, Eat & Greet Luncheon will be Thursday, April 9" at 12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Explore Team will meet Thursday, April 9" at Holy Cross, 5:30pm.

We will be putting together a Finals Care Package for our 5 college students (Amanda Allgeier,
Becca Allgeier, Maddie Kendall, Mason Oliver, Mia McCartney) on Sunday, April 26. We are
looking for gift cards (coffee, pizza, grub hub, etc.), snacks, de-stress fidget toys (nee-dohs, play-
doh, coloring activities, devotions, etc.). We are also hoping you will bring a note/card for each
Student which will be included in the Care Package. Please consider bringing an item or two by
April 26™. Please see Molly Berry with any questions.

Reminder — the Temple Talk Forum to discuss the Wadell Land will be Sunday, April 12% after
Worship Service. We encourage you to share your thoughts and provide feedback prior to the 121
in the suggestion box in the Narthex.

Joint Worship Service with Holy Cross will be Sunday, April 19, here at FELC. We have a
guest speaker, Maizee Miller from LSSI, that will present during the Sermon timeframe. LSSI
Good Shepherd Sunday is the following Sunday, April 26™. Special LSSI offering envelopes will
be available.
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