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Notes From the Office

       -We now have a church app that will allow you

          to have all church events, sermons, note taking,

          Bible, newsletter, Love notes/prayer request, 

           event form and  more at your fingertips.

         ** Download the Tithe.ly Church App, search

         Wesley Chapel UMC and enjoy a unique experience.
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YOUTH

Our youth are having a blast!  We have been busy packing backpack meals, getting Easter Eggs ready, helping to set-up and clean up for events, all while playing games, sharing meals and learning together! We also sent Easter cards to the Peterburg home for ladies and cards to our shut-ins.

We always have time to celebrate our exciting and challenging events of the week. Pray for each other and, talk as a group about some of the questions we have about Faith and church, like would you rather spontaneous speak a foreign language or not be able to speak until your first child was born.  Also, how would you answer a friend that said how do you know God is real?

We will be having youth group through the end of the school year.  If you would like to join us on Wednesdays at 6:00pm we would love to have you!
Keep an eye out for the details of our summer trip to Kings Dominion on July 9th                                                       
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June 8-11th     5:30 dinner     6:00 programing begins
In Need of:
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            -Donations for the Spring Festival are as follows:
*Boxes are excepted 
*Children items and Household items

     Monday, May 11 – Thursday, May 14

     9:00 am – 12:00 pm & 4:00 – 6:00 pm

                       *Reminder: We’re not accepting adult clothes, shoes,
                                and accessories. We are accepting children’s

                                clothes, shoes, and toys
           - We will be collecting books for Ettrick’s summer reading program, 
                             check with Brenda if you have any questions
WESLEY CHAPEL FAMILIES IN WORSHIP EVENT SCHEDULE
March 29th                      Palm Sunday –“Hosanna” Easter Egg Hunt & Hotdog Lunch  
May 31st                        Summer Kick Off/VBS Kick off

June 8th – 11th                Vacation Bible School- “Rome! Paul the Underground Church”
                                       5:30 pm Dinner/6:00 pm Programing        

August 16th                     Back-to-School Bash

October 31st                    Trunk-or-treat

November 8th                 Veteran Day Celebration –“Generation of Gratitude”

December 13th                Christmas Pageant –“The Not-So-Silent Christmas”

February 14th, 2027        Valentine’s Day –“The Greatest Love Story”

March 21st ,2027             Palm Sunday –“The King is Here” Easter Egg Hunt
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Nathan Robertson was accepted into the ODU music Program

· Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Dalton Parrish (Ashley Bowers) who were united in matrimony on March 28th, 2026

· Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Scott Astorino (Katie Chisholm) who were united in Matrimony on April 4th, 2026
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                                         Wesley Chapel
United Methodist Church
“   A Christian family growing in faith, serving in love.”

       804-590-1837    wesleychapelumc.va@gmail.com    wesleychapelumcva.org                               


                                  A Message from the Pastor
HALLELUJAH!  CHRIST HAS RISEN!
What a blessed day that is before us, to celebrate our risen savior, communion and the life before us!
As we begin a new season of the church and think about how things are made new, I am excited to tell each of you about how we are planning for the future.  About a month ago we started to find ways to pay off the mortgage of the Family Life Center.  It is a blessing to say that by the end of 2026 we could be DEBT FREE!  But we do need your help, we have about $50,000 left on the mortgage and with our normal payment we would be able to pay that down by $30,000.  That leaves the remaining $20,000 up to us.  If you can give above and beyond your normal offering, we can get this done!  Any amount helps, just place a check in the offering plate and in the memo put mortgage principal, you can also give online through our website or the QR code at the start of service. 

Can you believe that at the start of 2027 we could reduce our budget by $50,000 and put more funds into local mission and be the hands and feet of Christ in new and beautiful ways!
Also, we are looking to the future and the possibility of renovating the Chapel, yes, we have started the process to look and refreshing the Chapel and the FLC worship space.  We are not sure exactly what this means but are excited to say The Holy Spirit is on the move and the season is upon us for new things!  Just like the Hymn of Promise says, in the bulb there is a flower!  We have the chance to help nurture the seeds that have been planted before us and to cultivate what God is giving us and walking with others just as Jesus walked with us and made things new.
Feel free to reach out with questions about how you can help, or where the vision is taking us.  Right now, it is in the very early infant stages, there is nothing firmly set so let’s just praise God and see where the Spirit is leading us!

Blessings and Happy Easter!       Pastor Glenn
OUTREACH
We have been busy supporting our community and getting ready for spring!  
Our feeding ministries have been going strong; we send 106 backpack meals to Matoaca Elementary if you would like to help provide any of the items please contact Mar Davis.  Also, we are getting ready for our next feeding the hungry on April 16th, if you would like to help please see Anne Bardo.

After spring break we will be partnering with Matoaca Middle to help with snacks for their students as well!

Last week we sent Love notes and doughnuts to the teachers at Matoaca Elementary to celebrate the preparation for spring break! If you know of other ways we can help support or local schools like Ettrick Elementary, Matoaca Elementary, Middle or High, or the Dinwiddie Schools please let us know.

If you would like to help with any of our upcoming outreach events or have any questions about the Blood Drives, contact Sheila Wharam or Mary Thompson.
Thank you to everyone that participated in our most recent Blood Drive.  It was very successful with 24 pints of blood donation!  Our next Blood Drive is scheduled for Friday, May 8, 2026, from 12:30 to 5:30.  Please start spreading the word to your family, friends, and neighbors. An appointment can be scheduled on the Red Cross website (www.RedCrossBlood.org). Should you need assistance with scheduling an appointment, please reach out to Shelia Wharam.  We will also need a few volunteers for the event so please let Shelia or Mary Thompson know if you are interested.
HATCHING FAITH is changing its name to FAMILIES IN WORSHIP!

So, what does that all mean, well last year we started a program from The Virginia Annual Conference and received a grant to try some new things to get families involved. We added a play pen for toddlers and have moved it around and changed its size (we think we found a good home and size that allows everyone to stay engaged in worship). We have tried new things in worship, like last week we have done puppet shows, characters in worship, boom wackers and bells, skits, plays, waterslides and many other things.  The program has seen success, and we have learned some lessons, so we are going to try a few other things soon!  Maybe even on Easter Sunday!
We have published a schedule which included Palm Sunday and on the back of this newsletter, we hope that you will save it and mark your calendar for all these great activities
WOW

Many thanks to all who supported the Potato Bar on March 15. The money raised will be used to support our local schools. We invite anyone interested to join us at our next meeting on April 19, right after the worship service.

 

Plastic Bag Collection
 

Have you noticed fellow worshippers bringing in plastic bags and wondering why? They are being good stewards of the beautiful earth God has given us. 

 

We are participating in a TREX program. Bags are collected and weighed before transporting them to Food Lion. Each quarter, when 250 lbs. are collected, we are entered into a drawing for a bench or other products. If you would like to participate, place bags in the FLC or kitchenette box                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
WORSHIP

The Worship Team finalized plans for the Good Friday Service, Easter Sunrise Service, and the 10 a.m. Easter Service. The Good Friday Service was be held at 7 p.m. in the Chapel and focused on the seven last words of Jesus and the Hymn, Were You There. Dan Nord delivered the message. The Sunrise Service was held at Talon Point at 6:30 a.m. with bagpipes, Communion, singing Easter Hymns, and a message from Pastor Glenn. There were donuts and coffee available. The 10:00 a.m. service will have bagpipes, Communion, a lot of music with our favorite Easter Hymns, and a visit from someone “who was there.” We bought flowers to adorn the cross at the lake, and the Smith Center. We will meet again on April 14th for further planning. As you can see, a lot of planning goes into this season, and we have an amazing group of willing workers. Contact Anne Bardo or Pastor Glenn if you would like to join the Worship Team.

TRUSTEES

The trustees have been working had to keep Wesley Chapel beautiful and maintained!  With the help of the Men’s group we have done some cleaning up and are replacing the Arbor in the prayer garden.  A couple of weeks ago when the wind storm came through a camera was damaged and an entry awning on the FLC was ripped off.  We have those repaired and everything is functional. 

One of the motion lights on the side of the chapel is blocked by some trees so we are replacing that with a dusk to dawn light.  If you see any lights out or not functioning please feel free to let the office know.

We are also excited to tell you that in the last 6 months we have overhauled the FLC HVAC system and it is functioning great (except when it ran out of propane) and we have replaced the original HVAC system in the education wing, yes the original one!  For the last few years that system had been running at half capacity and it was time to take care of it.  The new unit will be more efficient and easy to maintain.  The expenses of these repairs were over $50,000, but will have long life and meet our needs for years to come.

We will keep you updated on new projects as they come about and if you see something please let us know so we can stay on top of our beautiful church home!

NURTURE

Nuture team will be having Sunday Luncheon on April 26th, 2026, following church service at 11:15 am. The contact person for the luncheon is Susan Costley
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Prayer List:

John Garza                                    Nicole Tant

Ainsley Foster                              Colin Rice

Robbie Barnes                              Lee Pulley

Andy Price                                    Maurice Lindsey Sr

Lowell & Anne Thomason          Rick Reid

Phyllis Ackerman                        Marie Crawford

Roy & Sandra Davidson             Claude & Maria Baker

B.J & Laura Terry                      Dan Nord

Tish Haddon                               Mary Davis

Judy Harvey                                Katie Chisholm

Nancy Bradshaw                       Trudy Davis

Ralph Walker                             Mike Evans            

Debra Lane                                Scott Manz       

Laura Dewell                             Terry Wharam

UMMEN

The United Methodist Men will complete the remodel of the garden area next to the church in the following few weeks. During April our major fundraiser for the year the golf tournament at Lake Chesdin  scheduled for Monday April 13th beginning at 9:00 am is going well. If you are interested in playing or donating  a hole sponsor for $150.00 in memory of or honor of the cutoff date is Friday March 27th.

At our March meeting, we held our officer elections, and the following individuals will serve starting after the golf tournament in April.

[image: image9.png]



President- Bernie Moore

Vice-President-Joe Boston

Treasurer-Terry Wharam

Interim Treasurer-Don Fulwider

Congratulations to these fine individuals for their willingness to serve and we look forward to their leadership over the coming year.
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