Series: Battle Ready
Title: Take Up Your Sword and Fight
Text: Ephesians 6:17  “…and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

I. The Sword of the Spirit is God’s Word (empowered by His Spirit)
1. It Is the Word of God
· Not human opinion, but divine truth revealed by God
· Includes both written Scripture and God’s revealed will
· The gospel message itself is called the Word of God
2. It Is Supplied by the Spirit
· The sword is a gift from God, given by the Holy Spirit
· The Spirit makes the Word alive, powerful, and applicable
· Without the Spirit, the Word cannot be rightly understood or applied
3. It Is Living and Powerful
· Hebrews 4:12 — living, active, sharper than any two-edged sword
· Penetrates deeply into the heart
· Reveals thoughts, intentions, and truth
4. It Is the Only Offensive Weapon
· All other armor is defensive
· The sword is used to fight back and advance
· Used to “put to death” sin (Romans 8 principle)
5. It Exposes Lies and Defeats Deception
· Cuts through falsehood and spiritual confusion
· Reveals truth in moments of doubt, fear, and temptation
6. It Brings Victory Over Sin
· The Word confronts sinful desires with God’s truth
· We overcome by believing and applying God’s promises

II. It Must Be Known, Practiced, and Applied
1. A Close-Combat Weapon (Makaira)
· A short sword used in hand-to-hand combat
· Requires proximity and intentional engagement
2. Used with Precision, Not Generalization
· Not swinging Scripture randomly
· Applying specific truths to specific situations
3. Logos and Rhema
· Logos: the full revealed Word of God
· Rhema: specific Scripture applied to a specific moment
· Effective warfare requires targeted application

III. Follow Jesus’ Example
1. Jesus Used Scripture in Temptation (Matthew 4)
· Responded to every attack with “It is written”
· Used specific passages for specific temptations
2. A Pattern for Believers
· Trust God’s Word over the promises of sin
· Apply truth directly to the situation at hand

IV. Victory Depends on Using It
1. You Must Know the Word
· Cannot use what you do not know
· Memorization and understanding are essential
2. You Must Receive and Possess It
· God gives the sword, but we must take it
· Requires surrender and dependence on Christ
3. You Must Practice with It
· Like a soldier training with a weapon
· Consistent study and application build readiness
4. You Must Speak and Apply It
· The Word must be declared, prayed, and lived
· An unused sword is ineffective
5. It Produces Conviction and Growth
· Corrects, teaches, and leads to righteousness
6. It Shapes Our Character
· Hiding the Word in our hearts guards against sin (Psalm principle)
· Produces truthfulness and integrity
7. It Must Be Lived Daily
· Requires lifelong discipline
· Truth must move from knowledge to practice

V. The Sword Works Together with All the Armor
· The Word supports faith, truth, righteousness, and salvation
· All pieces are interconnected
2. Spiritual Security Requires Spiritual Engagement
· God preserves believers using His armor
· Rejecting the armor is rejecting God’s means of protection
3. The Evidence of True Faith
· A true believer puts on and uses the armor
· The armor is sufficient for victory


Conclusion: Battle Ready
· The Sword of the Spirit is God’s Word, empowered by His Spirit
· It must be known, received, practiced, and applied
· Victory in spiritual warfare depends on using it
Call to Action
· Saturate your life with Scripture
· Depend on the Holy Spirit
· Use God’s Word daily in the battles you face

Deuteronomy 8:3
3 And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word[a] that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

Deuteronomy 6:16 “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test,
(Satan uses God’s Word)
(Ps. 91:11), He shall give his angels charge over thee. In this quotation,
Deuteronomy 10:20
20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear.


