CrossRoads Community Church
Sermon Summary Sheet, Week of March 29, 2026
“This We Believe,”  “Part 6: (Letting Go of) The Unacceptable Cup,” 1 Corinthians 1:17-18

INTRODUCTION:  Today we continue our series dealing with two things that shape the entire Christian life:   What we believe… and what we leave (let go of). 
We believe that :   Jesus was crucified, dead and buried,
which means we let go of not accepting the cup Jesus endured (receiving God’s wrath for the sins of mankind); and face the fact that He died for our sins.

1.  THE ESSENCE OF OUR FAITH
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
											1 Corinthians 1:18

· Singular Focus – 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5
· Scandal and Foolishness – 1 Corinthians 1: 22-25
· Suffering and Fulfillment – Luke 9:22

2.  THE EVIDENCE OF A FATALITY
“So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’  And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.”																							John 19:30
· Revealed in Scripture – 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
· Redemption of Sin – Romans 5:8-11

3.  THE EXPRESSION OF FINALITY
“Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby..”

											John 19: 41-42
· Personal Relationship – John 19:38
· Proclamation of Royalty – John 19:39
· Platform for Resurrection – Matthew 27:62-65

CONCLUSION
When we say we believe that Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried…we have to let go of wanting to avoid what many see as the unacceptable truth of our faith.  The cross tells us something we don’t want to hear:  that our sin was so serious… that nothing less than the death of the Son of God could pay for it.  That is the cup. The cup of wrath… the cup of judgment…the cup that Jesus prayed might pass from Him— and yet He accepted it… fully.
1 Corinthians says the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing…
and that’s because it confronts our pride. How do we respond? As did the Apostle Paul when he said,  “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  Galatians 2:20

 
