There are times in our lives when we need to know that God has not forgotten us: that He not only knows about us in a general sense, but that He remembers what we need in very specific ways. Maybe you are in one of those times right now. There are times in our lives when we need to know that God is in control of human history and that He actually involves Himself in human history. I think many of us are in such a time right now. And there are times when we need to remember that, because God is God, only He can hold both of these—the big arc of human history and the needs of our individual lives—in His hands.
The book of the prophet Zechariah was written at such a time. It was written for a very specific situation a long time ago. It was written to instill confidence in the people that God was in control, God had a plan, God had a good purpose for His people, and God was both announcing and carrying out His purposes on earth.
Zechariah prophesied for the encouragement and building up of his people in a difficult time and also looked ahead to the time of Christ.
The book of Zechariah can be considered an answer to the plaintiff cries of the Psalms, such as Ps. 44:23, “Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord?” If you have ever felt that God was not paying attention to your concerns, you are not the first.  The Psalms and prophets expressed it many times. Zechariah addresses this. Zechariah’s overall message is, “God is on the move in human history!”  And if God is on the move, Zechariah says, then the first response of humans should be the stillness of holy awe.  There are times for working; there are times for silence. So the prophet Zechariah stands among the rubble of Jerusalem and declares, in v2:13, “The LORD has roused himself from his holy dwelling; be silent, all people, before the LORD!”
SILENCE. PRAY 
In Zechariah’s day, the Jewish people had just returned from 70 years in Babylonian exile. During that 70 year period, Persia had taken over Babylon and most of the known world. The kings of Persia allowed, encouraged and funded the Jews to go back and rebuild Jerusalem, which the Babylonians had destroyed. Zechariah was one of the returnees; you can read about Zechariah’s work among the people in Ezra 1-6.  
The name Zechariah means “The LORD remembers.” The returned exiles needed to know that, despite all of the hardships and deprivations that they faced, they could get on with the task of rebuilding Jerusalem and rebuilding the Temple, because God had not forgotten them.  
Zechariah recounts his own experience with God, in 4:1 – “The angel who talked with me came again, and wakened me, as one is wakened from sleep.”  The LORD has awakened – now it is time for the prophet to wake up.  He had a job to do, a message to deliver. The book is filled with visions, messages which the LORD gave Zechariah to see for the comfort and encouragement of the people of his day and the days to come.  The visions declare that the days ahead of them would be days of wars and violence. But the LORD says that He “will be a wall of fire all round Jerusalem, and He will be the glory within it” (2:5). The LORD had remembered His people.
But the people, having grown up in exile, may have forgotten God’s ways. And what Zechariah shows them is that God was at work among them, even while he was doing something much, much bigger than they could ever imagine. 
One thing of interest to us today, is that, of the OT prophets, Zechariah is the most quoted in the passion narratives of the Gospels. And that will be our focus today. What I will try to do in this sermon is a walk-through of Holy Week, based on selected verses from the book of Zechariah. And I will also take you to the Gospels, particularly the Gospel of Matthew. But Zechariah does not lay things out chronologically. There is a lot of Scripture, so Peter has very kindly placed them all on slides for you, so you don’t have to be flipping through your Bibles. But I do encourage you to return to them in your own Bibles in the week ahead.
As we shall see in these Scriptures, Matthew likes to tell us that Jesus “fulfilled” OT prophecies and events. To fulfill means, obviously, “to fill to the full.” The point of this sermon is not be looking for proof-texts about Jesus.  Rather, it is to see how Jesus’ passion “filled to the full” the purposes and plans of God in the coming of God’s Messiah, as laid out in advance by God’s prophets.
If time permitted, I would at this point tell you about three individuals who figure prominently as the subject of Zechariah’s prophecies; the first two are the governor Zerubbabel and the priest Joshua. But in the interest of time, let me just briefly mention another, the One prophetically referred to as the Branch. 
Joshua the priest is said to symbolize this Branch who is to come (3:8). In 6:12, this Branch is introduced with these literal words: “Behold, the man, whose name is the Branch” (ESV).  Where have we heard these words before? When Pilate finished examining Jesus and brought Jesus out before the crowd, he used the same words: “Behold the man.” Pilate unwittingly had that right—Jesus is God’s man. Just as Zerubbabel and Joshua were to build the physical Temple of the LORD, this Branch would be building the LORD’s true temple—but in a way that the prophet could not foresee, for Jesus’ Temple is his own body (John 2:19-21).
And then, surprisingly, Zechariah goes on to say about this Branch, “He shall bear royal honour, and shall sit and rule on his throne” (6:13).  So as we ponder who this Branch is, we are getting some clues. Then this same man appears again; in chapter 9, in the midst of an oracle of God’s judgement, we read (9:9-12): 	
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
    triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
    and the warhorse from Jerusalem;
and the battle-bow shall be cut off,
    and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
    and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
    today I declare that I will restore to you double.
This One, this coming King, will command peace to the nations, to the ends of the earth. But unlike the dominant superpowers, he will do so not with military weaponry, but with humility. He will bring freedom and hope to the people. He will reign in the way that Zerubbabel had to learn to govern:
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.” (4:6)
This One, this King, is the Branch symbolized by Joshua and Zerubbabel, reigning in the Spirit of the living God.
We can follow the lead of the Gospel writers Matthew and John, who explicitly associate this King with Jesus (although John is humble enough to say that they did not make the association until after Jesus had ascended). And so we can say with confidence that the blood of the covenant that is referred to here, which is the basis of our peace, freedom and restoration, is the King’s own blood. Because of Jesus, our King, we rejoice greatly, and we happily live in his covenant, we joyfully live under his world-wide dominion! 
That, briefly, is what happened on Sunday of Holy Week; that, briefly, is what Zechariah had to say about what would happen that day.  Let’s move on through the week.
Do you remember what happened on Monday of Holy Week? Jesus cleared the Temple, kicking out the money-changers and traders (Mt. 21:12-13). He did this literally to clear away those things keeping the people from prayer, and symbolically to prepare us all for the time, now, when He himself would be our Temple. Recall that Zechariah has already prophesied that this One, the Branch, would build the new Temple. And the book of Zechariah ends with a prophecy of a time when the common will be sacred. And so we, commoners that we are, serve as priests of our Temple, Jesus. Then the book ends, “And there shall no longer be traders (“Canaanites” = Phoenician traders) in the house of the LORD of hosts on that day” (Zech. 14:21). Zechariah looked forward to a time when it could be said, “What God has cleansed you must not call common” (Acts 10:15).
The Gospel writer John, of course, said (Jn. 2:17) that to understand the cleansing of the Temple, the disciples looked to Psalm 69 and found fulfillment in the words there, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” But they could have likewise looked to these final words of Zechariah’s book of prophecy.
On Tuesday of Holy Week, Jesus taught, a lot. In the midst of the teaching, Jesus gave a parable, the Parable of the Tenants (Mt. 21:33-41) referring to his own rejection by the Jewish leaders. He finished that parable by saying, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;” (Mt. 21:42).  This is a quotation from Ps. 118:22. But Zechariah also speaks of the Cornerstone. In 10:4, he says, “Out of (the house of Judah) shall come the Cornerstone.” In other words, the cornerstone of the literal Temple that they were building was symbolic of the true Cornerstone, Jesus, and the true spiritual Temple that he would build. In the context, the Cornerstone is needed because, God says, 
“the people wander like sheep;
    they suffer for lack of a shepherd.
My anger is hot against the shepherds,
    and I will punish the leaders” (10:3-4).
God’s special warnings are always reserved for spiritual leaders. Leaders are called to a higher standard, both for their own conduct and for the way they lead and teach the people. And sure enough, Jesus’ teaching in Holy Week began with a run-in with the Jewish leaders, and culminated with Jesus delivering a scathing rebuke of the spiritual leaders of his day (Mt. 23). Jesus’ teaching on this Tuesday of Holy Week echoes God’s hot anger against the leaders which Zechariah described. No wonder James says, “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness” (Ja. 3:1).
We are not told what Jesus did on Wednesday of Holy week, but we know what someone else did. Judas went to betray Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (Mt. 26:14-16). Later, he regretted what he had done and tried to return the money. The leaders shunned Judas, so he threw the money into the Temple. The priests took the money and purchased a potters’ field as a burial ground.  In Zechariah, the prophet himself takes on a symbolic role, and we read in 11:13 (NIV), “So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to the potter at the house of the LORD.”
When we return to the gospel of Matthew for this story of Judas’ betrayal, we read this:
“Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.’” (Mt. 27:9-10).
What Matthew does here is quote from Zech. 11:13 (“So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them to the potter at the house of the LORD”), and next he quotes from Jeremiah. But he attributes both quotations to Jeremiah, which is confusing for us.  This may be simply because Jeremiah was the better known prophet. I really doubt it was just a mistake on Matthew’s part.  But really, all I want you to see here is that Matthew is quoting from Zechariah when he says that what had been spoken through the prophet was fulfilled in the passion story of Jesus.
This is a very good example of how the NT, and especially Matthew, make use of the OT. Both Jeremiah and Zechariah were speaking of events very specific to their time, yet Matthew related their words to events in the life of Jesus and Judas, saying, “Thus was fulfilled.”  This “fulfillment” is not a literal re-enactment of the original events; rather, it is showing how the purposes and plans of God are being “filled to the full” in the person and work of Jesus, God’s Messiah.
Thursday of Holy Week, which we call Maundy Thursday, was of course the institution of the Lord’s Supper, the washing of the disciples’ feet, and the time of many important teachings by Jesus, especially the command to “love one another.” The words and events of Thursday are recorded for us in all of the Gospels.  As we have already seen, Jesus borrows language from Zechariah, and also Jeremiah (31:31) at the Last Supper, speaking of “the blood of my covenant” (9:11) which will bring freedom and restoration to the people. 
As soon as that Supper had ended, we read in Mt. 26:31, “Then Jesus said to them, ‘You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” Here Jesus is quoting directly from Zechariah 13:7, a startling prophecy about the effects on the flock when the LORD’s shepherd, the Christ, is struck down.  The flock with run!  And that is just what the disciples, this band of men so close to Jesus, did—almost to a man. They deserted Jesus on the most important night of his earthly life!
Which brings us to Friday. Good Friday. Holy Friday. I will not try to tell the story of that day right now, for we gather to do this at 2PM on Friday, and I hope that you will make every effort to join us then. But there are two short passages from Zechariah that I want to call your attention to. The first is 3:9, “I will remove the guilt of this land in a single day.” And of course we know that Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice on the cross did just that; it cleansed the land and its inhabitants from sin and guilt. And the effect of that, in v10, is the beautiful picture of peace, “On that day, says the LORD of hosts, you shall invite each other to come under your vine and fig tree.”  The wonderful effect of the cross does not just bring forgiveness for personal sin and guilt, it is also meant bring peace through God’s forgiven people.
Then we get to the second, all-important passage, 12:10, “And I will pour out a spirit of compassion and supplication on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that, when they look on the one whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.” The Gospel writer John explicitly links this verse from Zechariah with the Roman soldier’s callous piercing of Jesus’ side. But how about the grieving? I will tell you that there is considerable debate whether this verse refers to God weeping, along with the few faithful beneath the cross, when His Only Son was crucified; or in the observance of the church universal through the centuries to remember and proclaim Jesus’ death; or some future time when the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be called to recognition of Jesus as Messiah. Likely it is all three. John, again, in the book of Revelation, adds to the mystery and wonder by referring to this same verse in Zechariah, saying in Rev. 1:7, 
“Look! He is coming with the clouds;
    every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
    and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.”
And this amazing, all-important passage in Zechariah 12 ends in 13:1, with this beautiful picture:
“On that day a fountain shall be opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.”  This verse has inspired many hymns; perhaps the most famous is William Cowper’s lyrics,
There is a fountain filled with blood
  Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
  Lose all their guilty stains.
Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
  Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed ones of God
  Be saved, to sin no more.
E’er since by faith I saw the stream
  Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
  And shall be till I die. 
And the NT faithfully records the powerful, eternal effects of Christ’s work on the cross, which we celebrate and remember this week:
“The blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, (will) purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God!” (Heb. 9:11-14).
You see, Zechariah was tasked with encouraging and inspiring his leaders to finish the task of rebuilding an earthly Temple; Jesus came as our eternal Temple, taking his own blood to the altar. Such an amazing sacrifice, able to completely cleanse us, not as some cosmic transaction, but practically, right to our consciences!  And that is the journey of Holy Week, a journey of which Zechariah left clues for us, even as he encouraged the people of his day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]My encouragement to you is that God is on the move! God will not abandon his covenant of blood, He will not abandon his purposes, and He will not abandon His people. But we have a choice. Will be continue to cry “Hosanna”, or will we turn our backs on our Lord? Will we choose the dominion of this humble King of peace who leads with his Spirit, or will we put our trust in human might and power? We will be those who reject this Cornerstone, or build our lives by Him?  Will we be those who betray our Lord anew, or those who receive him into every aspect of our lives? Will we be those who follow our Shepherd, or desert him when opposition comes?
Zechariah had set out his purpose in 1:3, a purpose given by the Lord Himself: “Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, and I will return to you.”  This week, make every opportunity to return to the LORD with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength. To aid you in this, I have written out the key scriptures from this morning on a handout that you can take when you leave. It is also on the church website as an attachment to today’ a sermon. My hope is that you will meditate on Jesus day by day this week, that you may enter more fully into Holy Week. May it be said of us as the LORD Himself said in Zechariah 8:8:
“(You) shall be my people and I will be (your) God, in faithfulness and in righteousness.”
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