
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”  based on Truro 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PROCESSION LITURGY  
In recollection of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, every generation of believers, once 
yearly, welcomes Christ anew on this day which we call Palm Sunday.  Today 
marks the beginning of Holy Week, the week prior to Christ’s crucifixion, the most 
holy season of the Christian year. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL:  John 12:12-16 
Five days before the Passover the great crowd that had come to the festival heard 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.  So they took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord—the King of Israel!”  Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; 
as it is written: “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.  Look, your king is coming, sit-
ting on a donkey’s colt!”  His disciples did not understand these things at first; but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been writ-
ten of him and had been done to him. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
     Hosanna in the highest. 
Let us go forth in peace. 
     In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN LBW #108  “All Glory Laud and Honor” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us Pray, 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through 
the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful proces-
sion of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their 
lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Palm Sunday 
 

March 29, 2026                     8:00 & 10:15 a .m.  



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9 
The Lord God has given me a trained tongue, that I may know how to sustain the 
weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens, wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught.  The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebel-
lious; I did not turn backward.  I gave my back to those who struck me and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and 
spitting.  The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I 
have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vin-
dicates me is near.  Who will contend with me? Let us stand in court together.  
Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me.  It is the Lord God who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty? 
 
PSALM 31:9-16 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 
my eye is consumed with sorrow,  
and also my throat and my belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief,  
and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction,  
and my bones are consumed. 
I am the scorn of all my enemies,  
a disgrace to my neighbors,  
a dismay to my acquaintances; 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 
I am as useless as a broken pot.  
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;  
fear is all around; 
they put their heads together against me;  
they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 
I have said, “You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
and from those who persecute me. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
save me in your steadfast love.”  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.  And being 
found in appearance as a human, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death—even death on a cross.  Therefore God exalted him even more 
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highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, so that at the name 
given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
GOSPEL 

    
Matthew 21:1-11 

 
Response:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them 
and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”  This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet: “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king 
is coming to you, humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.”  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the 
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  When he en-
tered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ  
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  LBW #121  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!” 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   
Amen.  
 
PRAYERS 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
world and its needs. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in 
your church both globally and locally.  Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life 
you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and 
sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to 
your saving love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your 
beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that 
they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like 
Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with 
those experiencing pain or loss this day.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. 
Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resur-
rection. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful depart-
ed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in 
you. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.  
Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
(Those who desire to share the peace of the Lord with others are invited to greet  

one another; those who do not wish to share the peace, may be seated.) 
 

Be seated 
 
OFFERING  “The King of Glory”   Israeli traditional tune 
 
OFFERTORY  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.  
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Je-
sus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all.  You gather your peo-
ple around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, say-
ing:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.    Amen.   
 
LAMB OF GOD   

 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  WOV #668 “There in God’s Garden” 
        LBW #107  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
        LBW #98  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, rec-
onciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  Through the body and blood 
of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your 
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.   
Amen. 
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DOXOLOGY 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   “Festal Voluntary on “Ellacombe”   Franklin D. Ashdown 


