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ABOUT CHRIST CHURCH 
The Parish of Christ the Redeemer (known as Christ Church) is the Episcopal Church in 

Pelham, New York.  The Episcopal Church is part of the Anglican Communion which is made 

up of 85 million people in over 165 countries and is the third largest Christian denomination 

in the world. Christ Church was founded in 1843 and is the first house of worship in Pelham.  

This building was consecrated on September 15, 1843, the original church building was 

expanded in 1910, and the sanctuary was reconstructed in 1968 to allow for the current, more 

intimate worship space.  Our congregation draws primarily from Pelham, New Rochelle, 

Mount Vernon, and the Bronx, and includes people from diverse denominational and cultural 

backgrounds.  

 

ABOUT THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
The Easter Triduum (TRIH-djoo-um), the Great Three Days, includes Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and Easter, and is celebrated as a three-part liturgy. Lent has ended. We begin 

the celebration of the Passover of the Lord from death to life. During these Three Days 

Christians still reckon time according to the customs of the Jewish people.  

 

Maundy Thursday is the first of the great liturgies of the Easter Triduum. On Maundy 

Thursday, a number of ancient rites are observed during the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, 

including the washing of feet.  Bread and wine are consecrated for the ministration of Holy 

Communion, both for Maundy Thursday and for the Good Friday Liturgy. At the end of the 

service, the Eucharist is reposed at the Bolton Altar, the High Altar is washed with wine and 

water, the sanctuary is stripped of all ornament and furnishing, and the cross is veiled.   

 

On Good Friday, we celebrate the second of the great liturgies of the Easter Triduum, the 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord. Following the Liturgy of the Word and the Passion 

Narrative from Saint John, the Church offers its prayers in a form used by the ancient Church, 

a form now used only on Good Friday. Then at the Showing of the Cross we are invited to 

kneel or sit for a period of reflection and prayer. Finally we receive Holy Communion from 

the Sacrament consecrated at the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  

 

The Great Vigil of Easter, celebrated on Saturday night, is the final part of a service which 

began on Maundy Thursday. It begins in an Upper Room. It ends at a tomb wherein Christ 

rises from the dead.  In the dark we await the light that proclaims the resurrection. Then we 

share that light, hear the great prophecies about Christ, renew our Baptismal vows, and 

celebrate the resurrection of our Lord in word, song, and at our Lord’s Table. The ceremonies 
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of this night are about death and life, about an old Adam and a new Adam, about an apple, 

about bees, and about the smell of blood, both at death and at birth.  The central Christian 

belief is that Jesus was crucified and he rose from the dead.  In the liturgical tradition of the 

Church this is not a past or an abstract reality.  The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is 

remembered and made present in our worship and in our common life.  “Jesus Christ, 

yesterday and today, the Beginning and End, Alpha and Omega.  His are all times and ages.  

To him be glory and dominion through all eternity.”   

 

Today’s liturgy is from the red Book of Common Prayer 1979.  All hymns are taken from the 

blue Hymnal 1982 or other authorized hymnals for use in the Episcopal Church. All hymns 

are reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A713125. 

 

NEW OR VISITING?  
Welcome to Christ Church! Scan this QR code to fill out our online 

visitors form.  If you prefer there are hard copies of this form in the 

pew – please fill one out and place it in the offering plate during 

Announcement.  This will help us keep in touch with you.  

 

SUPPORT CHRIST CHURCH: HOW TO GIVE 
The majority of our operating budget is funded by donations. Ushers 

will pass the collection plate during the Offertory music midway 

through today’s service, and you are invited to make a donation to 

support Christ Church. If you prefer, you can give online by scanning 

the QR code or texting an amount to: 914-351- 2001.   

 

2026 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: PLEDGE TODAY 
Our pledge goal this year is $550,000 which accounts for cost increases. 

We want every parishioner to pledge. Your continued support ensures 

we have excellent clergy and staff, keeps our buildings beautiful and 

safe, and funds our programs and ministries.   
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THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
The congregation gathers outside the church.  In darkness a fire is kindled.  Then the Celebrant blesses 

the New Fire. 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 

over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout 

the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.  For this is the Passover of the Lord, in 

which by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his 

victory over death. 

 

  Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness 

of your light: Sanctify  this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we 

may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 

festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

People  Amen. 

 

The Paschal Candle is now prepared by the Celebrant.  The Celebrant traces the symbols and says: 

  Christ yesterday and today, the Beginning and the End; 

  Alpha and Omega; 

 2026 His are all times and ages; 

   To him be glory and dominion through all eternity. 

 

The Celebrant then inserts five grains of incense in the form of the Cross, saying 

 Through his holy and glorious wounds may Christ the Lord guard and preserve 

us. 

 

The Deacon takes the Paschal Candle from the Celebrant.   

 

PROCESSION TO THE CHURCH 
The Celebrant lights the Paschal Candle from the New Fire and then sings the versicle. 

 
The Celebrant bearing Incense and the Deacon bearing the Paschal Candle lead the Congregation to 

the Church. All follow in procession. 



P a r i s h  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  R e d e e m e r  | 5 

ORDER OF PROCESSION 
1) Celebrant & Deacon 

2) Verger & Acolytes (carrying only hand candles) 

3) Choir 

4) Congregation  

 
The Deacon stops outside the Narthex Doors. When the Congregation has gathered the Celebrant sings: 

 

 
 

THE CELEBRANT & DEACON STOP IN THE NARTHEX.  ALL OTHERS 

LIGHT THEIR HAND CANDLES FROM THE PASCHAL CANDLE AND 

PROCEED TO THEIR SEATS/PLACES. PLEASE REMAIN STANDING. 
 

The Deacon enters the Church with the Paschal Candle and the Celebrant sings 

 

 
 
The Deacon bears the Paschal Candle to the Altar and incense is offered.  

 

PLEASE REMAIN STANDING FOR THE EXSULTET. 
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THE PASCHAL PROCLAMATION: EXSULTET 
All remain standing with lighted candles as the Celebrant sings the Paschal Proclamation.  

Celebrant Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 

Salvation for the victory of our mighty King.  
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for 

darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King.  
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant 

light, resound with the praises of your people.  
 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 

Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus 

Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God 

 

 

 

People 

 
 

 

 
 

Cantor It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and 

mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and 
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your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, 

who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his 

blood delivered your faithful people.  Now, therefore, we sacrifice our Passover, 

in which for us the very Lamb of God is slain, by whose Blood his faithful people 

are made holy.  
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 

bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land.  
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom 

of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life.  
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 

victorious from the grave.  
 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-

kindness to us your children.  Behold, what love he has bestowed upon us, who 

to redeem a servant, delivered up his only Son. O blessed iniquity, for whose 

redemption such a price was paid by such a Savior.   
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away.  

It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn.  It casts out 

pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord.   
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and we are 

reconciled to God.  
 

Therefore, O holy Father, accept the evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, 

which your holy Church makes before you, and offers to you by the hands of 

your servants, the work of the bees, your creatures.  May it shine continually to 

drive away all darkness, as we celebrate the glad solemnity of our redemption.  

May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning, he 

who gives his light to all creation; who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God,  

 

Canto

r 

 

People  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Celebrant  Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people 

in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 

redemption. 

 

The congregation is seated.  Hand Candles remain lit until the Easter Acclamation. 

 

THE STORY OF CREATION 
The congregation is seated.  Genesis 1:1-2:4a is now read.   

Reader A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light 

from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said, “Let 

there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under 

the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 

and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and 

the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 

good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, 

and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it 

was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God 

said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let 

them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 

so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 

light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to 

give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate 

the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters 
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bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 

the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every 

winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 

day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 

cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it 

was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 

every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 

according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals 

of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God 

created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 

and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 

fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 

you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 

of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw 

everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth 

were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the 

work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 

rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations 

of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 36:5-10   Dixit injustus 

All remain seated. The Psalm is sung by the choir to plainchant Tone I.I. 

 

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, * 

    and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 

your justice like the great deep; * 

    you save both man and beast, O LORD. 

How priceless is your love, O God! * 

    your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 

They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 

    you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

For with you is the well of life, * 

    and in your light we see light. 

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 

    and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

All stand. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 

dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 

humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People  Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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ABRAHAM’S SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 
The congregation is seated.  Genesis 22:1-18 is now read.   

Reader A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he 

said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 

and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 

the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; 

he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the 

distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and 

saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 

the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will 

come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on 

his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 

walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, 

“Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the 

lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb 

for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. When 

they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there 

and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, 

on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 

kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your 

hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 

you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham 

looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and 

took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham 

called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount 

of the Lord it shall be provided.” The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a 

second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: 

Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I 

will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars 

of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall 

possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of 

the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 16:1, 7-11   Conserva me, Domine 

The congregation remains seated. The Psalm is sung by the choir to plainchant Tone VIII.I. 

 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

    I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, 

    my good above all other.” 

I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

    my heart teaches me, night after night. 

I have set the LORD always before me; * 

    because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

    my body also shall rest in hope. 

For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

    nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

You will show me the path of life; * 

    in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

    and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

All stand. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the 

grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church 

may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

People  Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA 
The congregation is seated.  Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 is now read.   

Reader  A reading from the Book of Exodus. 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 

advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said 

to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 

away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
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Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us 

serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, 

stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you 

today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The 

LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the LORD said 

to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you 

lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 

Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of 

the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for 

myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And 

the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for 

myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God 

who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It 

came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other 

all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the 

sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land; and 

the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 

waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 

pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 

chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud 

looked down upon the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 

He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 

Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them 

against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 

sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots 

and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 

the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD 

tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots 

and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into 

the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground 

through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the 
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LORD and in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took 

a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with 

tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the LORD, 

for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SONG OF MOSES  Cantemus Domino 

The congregation remains seated. The Choir sings selections from the Song to plainchant, Mode I. 

 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  

    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  

    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.  

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  

    they sank into the depths like a stone.  

You stretched forth your right hand; *  

    the earth swallowed them up.  

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  

    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  

You will bring them in and plant them *  

    on the mount of your possession,  

 

All stand. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you 

once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 

slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the 

water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered 

among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People  Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES 
The congregation is seated.  Ezekiel 37:1-14 is now read.   

Reader  A reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 

led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 

very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord 

GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to 

these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews 

on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 

to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, 

“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your 

graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 143:1, 3-4, 6-7, 11  Domine, exaudi 

The congregation remains seated. The Psalm is sung by the choir to the plainchant Tone VI. 

LORD, hear my prayer, 

and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; * 

    answer me in your righteousness. 

For my enemy has sought my life; 

he has crushed me to the ground; * 

    he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead. 

My spirit faints within me; * 

    my heart within me is desolate. 

I spread out my hands to you; * 

    my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; * 

    do not hide your face from me 

    or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 

Revive me, O LORD, for your Name’s sake; * 

    for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 

 

All stand. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into 

righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your 

Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People  Amen. 

 

THE THREE YOUNG MEN IN THE FURNACE 
The congregation is seated. Selections from Daniel 3 are now read.   

Reader  A reading from the Book of Daniel. 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and 

whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of 

Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent for all the officials of the provinces 

to assemble and come to the dedication of the statue. When they were standing 

before the statue that Nebuchadnezzar had set up, the herald proclaimed aloud, 

‘You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, that when you hear 
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the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical 

ensemble, you are to fall down and worship the golden statue that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down and worship shall 

immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.’ Therefore, as soon as all 

the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and 

entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and 

worshipped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. At that 

time certain Chaldeans said to King Nebuchadnezzar, ‘O king, live for ever! 

You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone shall fall down and worship the 

golden statue, and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be thrown 

into a furnace of blazing fire. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed 

over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

These pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods and they do not 

worship the golden statue that you have set up.’ Then Nebuchadnezzar in 

furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought 

in; so they brought those men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar said to them, 

‘Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods 

and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? Now if you fall 

down and worship the statue that I have made, well and good. But if you do not 

worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and 

who is the god that will deliver you out of my hands?’ Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego answered the king, ‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present 

a defense to you in this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 

from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver 

us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and 

we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.’ Then 

Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego that his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace to be heated up 

seven times more than was customary, and ordered some of the strongest guards 

in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into 

the furnace of blazing fire. So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, 

their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into 

the furnace of blazing fire. Because the king’s command was urgent and the 

furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of blazing fire. They walked 

around in the midst of the flames, singing hymns to God and blessing the Lord. 
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Hearing them sing, and amazed at seeing them alive, King Nebuchadnezzar was 

astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counsellors, ‘Was it not three 

men that we threw bound into the fire?’ They answered the king, ‘True, O king.’ 

He replied, ‘But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and 

they are not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.’ Nebuchadnezzar 

then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, ‘Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!’ So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the 

satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counsellors gathered together 

and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the 

hair of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even 

the smell of fire came from them. Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Blessed be the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his 

servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded 

up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 

Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters 

blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn 

limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is 

able to deliver in this way.’ Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God 

 

THE SONG OF THE THREE YOUNG MEN  Benedictus es, Domine  
The congregation remains seated. The Choir sings the song to plainschant, Tone VIII. 

 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *  

    you are worthy of praise; glory to you.  

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *  

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *  

    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *  

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *  

    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.  
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Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  

    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 

All stand. 

 

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen. 

 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
All remain standing. The Celebrant introduces the Renewal of Baptismal vows.  

Celebrant  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by 

Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life.  I call upon you, 

therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn 

promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and 

all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.  

 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the Congregation, saying 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 

Christ? 

People  I do. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

    creator of heaven and earth. 
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Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

    and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

of every human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
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THE THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
All remain standing.  The Celebrant blesses the water, first singing 

 
 

Celebrant  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over it the Holy Spirit 

moved in the beginning of creation.  Through it you led the children of Israel 

out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.  In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 

Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the 

bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of 

Baptism.  In it we are buried with Christ in his death.  By it we share in his 

resurrection.  Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore in joyful 

obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 

faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever 

in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory,  

  
 

Celebrant  May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new 

birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of 

sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

All  Amen. 
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THE GREAT NOISE  
All remain standing for the Great Noise.  Bells are rung and the people join in ringing their own bells, 

and the candles and lamps throughout the Church are lighted. During the Great Noise the Celebrant 

and People proclaim the Easter Acclamation. 

 

Celebrant     Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!    

 

(Even more loudly!) 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!    

 

(Loudest!) 

Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!    

 

 

PROCESSION & SONG OF PRAISE (#207) 
Bells continue ringing as the Easter Hymn is sung. The Celebrant and Choir process to the 

Sanctuary as the Celebrant sprinkles the people with holy water from the font. 
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Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt., desc. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950, 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
All remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 

resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 

in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you 

in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   

People  Amen. 

 

THE EPISTLE: ROMANS 6:3-11 
The congregation is seated.  The Epistle is now read.   

Reader  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with 

him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 

sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever 

has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 

will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 

never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he 

died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must 

consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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THE GREAT ALLELUIA  
All stand.  The Alleluia is sung three times by the Celebrant at successively higher pitches, the 

Congregation repeating it after each time.  

 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN (#187)  

All sing the hymn. 

 
 

Words: Ronald A. Knox (1888–1957) 

Music: Straf mich nicht, melody from Hundert Arien, 1694; harm. Alastair Cassels-Brown (b. 1927) 

Copyright: Words: By permission of Burns & Oates. 

Meter: 76. 76. 676 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: MATTHEW 28:1-10 
All remain standing for the Gospel. 

Deacon      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Deacon After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 

white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But 

the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 

Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 

raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 

will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 

him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 

to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON  
The congregation is seated for the sermon by the Rev. Dr. Meredith Hawkins.   

 

THE PEACE 
All remain standing for the Peace. 

Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

WELCOME & OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

All are seated for a brief welcome and announcements. The announcements conclude with the offertory 

sentence.  
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HOLY COMMUNION IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
All baptized persons, including children, are full members of the Body of Christ and are invited to 

participate in every aspect of the service and receive the Holy Communion.  Members of other 

Christian churches who are baptized are also invited to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.  Persons 

who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are also invited to come forward with everyone else to 

receive a blessing (cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you want a blessing and not Holy 

Communion). 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
During the anthem the gifts of bread and wine are prepared at the altar and an offering is taken. 

 

He is Risen Percy Whitlock 1903-1946 

 

He is risen, he is risen! 

Tell it out with joyful voice: 

he has burst his three days’ prison; 

let the whole wide earth rejoice: 

death is conquered, Man is free, 

Christ has won the victory. 

 

Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 

with glad smile and radiant brow! 

Lent’s long shadows have departed; 

all his woes are over now, 

and the passion that he bore – 

sin and pain can vex no more. 

 

Come, with high and holy hymning, 

chant our Lord’s triumphant lay; 

not one darksome cloud is dimming 

yonder glorious morning ray, 

breaking o’er the purple east, 

brighter far our Easter feast. 

 

After the anthem, all stand as the organist offers an Easter improvisation and the offering is brought 

to the altar and blessed. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
All remain standing. 

 

 

 
 

Celebrant It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 

God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for 

ever.  Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill 

them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your 

radiance.  Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and 

day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise.  

Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim 

you, and glorify your Name, as we sing 

 

All sing “Holy, holy, holy”, S-125. 
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Title:  The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus 

Music:  From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937) 

Copyright: Copyright © 1971, 1977, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 

The people stand or kneel.   

 

Celebrant  We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.  Your mighty works reveal your 

wisdom and love.  You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world 

into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve 

all your creatures.  When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 

abandon us to the power of death.  In your mercy you came to our help, so that 

in seeking you we might find you.  Again and again you called us into covenant 

with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.   

 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 

only Son to be our Savior.  Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin.  To the poor he proclaimed the 

good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy.  To fulfill 

your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 

death, and made the whole creation new.   
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose 

for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to 

complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification 

of all.  

 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 

having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at 

supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat:  This is my Body, which is 

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you.  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ’s 

death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and 

ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, 

from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup,  

 
Celebrant  Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend 

upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy 

gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body 

and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 

spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
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Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by 

the blood of your Christ.  Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in 

peace.  Remember Sean our presiding bishop, Matthew and Allen, our bishops 

and all who minister in your Church.  Remember all your people, and those 

who seek your truth.  Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and 

those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal 

joy and light.  And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed 

Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, and all the saints who 

have found favor with you in ages past.  We praise you in union with them and 

give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 

Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

  



P a r i s h  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  R e d e e m e r  | 32 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is observed. 

 
All sing “O Lamb of God”, S-163. 

 
 

Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God: Agnus Dei 

Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932) 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
The Celebrant invites the people to receive the Holy Communion. All baptized persons, including 

children, are invited to receive the Holy Communion.  Members of other Christian churches who are 

baptized are also invited to receive the Body and Blood of Christ.  Persons who do not wish to receive 

Holy Communion are invited to come forward with everyone else to receive a blessing (cross your 

arms over your chest to indicate that you want a blessing). 
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ANTHEM DURING COMMUNION 
During the ministration of Holy Communion, the choir sings the anthem. 

 

This Joyful Eastertide Woodward/VRUECHTEN 

 

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! 

My Love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow: 

 

Refrain 

Had Christ, who once was slain, ne’er burst His three-day prison,  

our faith had been in vain; but now has Christ arisen,  

arisen, arisen; but now has Christ arisen! 

 

Death’s flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river; 

Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver: [Refrain] 

 

My flesh in hope shall rest and for a season slumber 

till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number: [Refrain] 

 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  
The people kneel, as able, for the Postcommunion Prayer.   

Celebrant Let us pray. 

All  Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION HYMN (#174) 
All stand and sing the hymn.  
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Words: Latin, 1632; tr. Robert Campbell (1814–1868), alt. 

Music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622–1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

Meter: 77. 77. D 

 

EASTERTIDE BLESSING & DISMISSAL  
Celebrant The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which 

is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty  the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.   

People  Amen. 

 

Deacon  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

PROCESSIONAL VOLUNTARY 
All remain standing as the altar party processes from the Sanctuary during the Postlude. Once the 

altar party has departed, please be seated and be courteous to those who are listening to the music by 

remaining quiet.  

 

Toccata (Symphony No. 5) Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

 

 

Stay for a Festive Reception in the Library! 

Come back tomorrow for Easter Sunday. 
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CHRIST CHURCH 
Episcopal/Anglican 

  

Clergy & Staff 

The Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead, Priest & Rector 

The Reverend Meredith Hawkins, Associate Priest 

The Reverend Deacon Chisara Alimole, Deacon 

Ms. Marie Main, Parish Administrator 

Dr. Justin Bischof, Director of Music & Organist 

Mr. Liam Myers, Director of Children’s & Family Ministries 

Mr. Michael Moynihan, Director of Adult Christian Formation 

Mr. Walter Roberts, Verger and Sexton; Mr. Ed Blue, Sexton 

 

Honorary Clergy 

The Rev. David Hoag, Rector Emeritus 

The Reverend Deacon Katie Lawrence, Deacon Emerita  

 

Parish Officers & Vestry 

The Reverend Matthew Hoxsie Mead, Rector 

J.D. Calder, Senior Warden; Etta Gumbs, Junior Warden 

Allison Bodenmann, Treasurer; John Fox, Assistant Treasurer; Jean Gruener, Clerk  

Jennifer Hawks Bland, Dawn Bloise, Robert Boyer, Margaret Bailey Cardwell,  

Curtis Chase, Stephen Dolan, Charlette Finch, Alison Hinds-Pearl, Robert Landis.  

 

Worship Schedule 

Every Sunday at 8am & 10am:  Holy Eucharist  

Sundays as announced at 5pm: Holy Eucharist or Evensong 

Wednesdays & Holy Days as announced at 5:15pm: Holy Eucharist 

 

The Parish of Christ the Redeemer 

1415 Pelhamdale Avenue, Pelham, New York 10803 

914.738.5515   -   www.christchurchpelham.org 

 

Christ Church Pelham is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition.  

As members of the Body of Christ, we are dedicated to spiritual growth and committed 

 to serving God through worship and service to our community and the world. 
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