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 Date 03-29-26  Season: WEEKEND OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY (PURPLE)    
 

PASTOR Rev. Orin W. Cummings, PhD  VICAR Abbey Knappman 

ASSISTING Terry Michael    LECTOR Jack Dimond 

ACOLYTE Nora Dimond    ORGANIST Marilyn Boston   

CANTOR Alleluia Singers    A/V Drew Bowman, Kenny Lourwood  

DISTRIBUTION Vicar Abbey, Terry Michael, Jack Dimond & Jean Bardy 

HEALING MINISTERS Vickie Donnell, Jean Bardy, Nancy Hoeman, Marcie Rosenkoetter 

 

PRELUDE   Palm Sunday Glory arr. Sharon Elery-Rogers  Joy Ringers 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 

In celebration of our baptism, we worship 

In the name of God: Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

 

Almighty God, we praise you for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 

Jerusalem in triumph and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread 

their garments and palm branches along his way. Let these branches be for us 

signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail 

him as our Savior, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives 

and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

  Amen. 

 

HYMN       (vs. 1, 2 & 3)   ELW 344 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, 

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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For disregarding voices from the margin, 

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

 

HEALING LITURGY       

 

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent 

the disciples to continue this work of healing—with prayer, the laying on of 

hands, and anointing. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of 

the world, we now entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 
 

Let us prayer:  

O God, in the Lord Jesus, you healed, and you gave hope. Grant your healing 

grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made whole. 

    O Lord of life hear our prayer. 
 

Spirit of peace, move where hearts are hardened and histories are heavy. 

Bring reconciliation between nations divided—between Russia and Ukraine, 

Israelis and Palestinians, Israel and Iran, America and Iran. 

Where conflict burns in Syria, Sudan, Myanmar, and Haiti, 

bring protection to the vulnerable and wisdom to those in power. 

Heal minds burdened by fear, grief, and trauma. 

Restore clarity where there is confusion, and serenity where there is distress. 

Rebuild what has been broken—homes, livelihoods, and trust between people. 

Let compassion rise where anger once lived, 

and let peace take root where violence has endured. 

    O Lord of life hear our prayer. 
 

Restore to wholeness, O Triune God, whatever is amiss in our lives, and in this 

nation. 

    O Lord of life hear our prayer. 

  

Strengthen our trust in you so that we might not hesitate to bring our concerns to 

you, O Lord of life. 

    Amen. 
 

LAYING ON HANDS       
 

Sisters and brothers, come as you are able and receive laying on of hands and 

anointing. You may kneel or stand at the Altar Rail. Those who are unable to 

come to the Altar Rail, let a Shepherd know and we will come to you. 
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ABSOLUTION 

 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 

Through faith, the free gift of God, 

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. 

Amen. 

 

CANTICAL OF PRAISE  
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APOSTOLIC GREETING      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy 

enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

THE FIRST READING FROM ISAIAH 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord GOD has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 
7 The Lord GOD helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8 he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 
9a It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM  RIDE ON, KING JESUS arr. Philip Kern  Alleluia Singers 

 

THE SECOND READING FROM PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 

 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 
8 he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

  

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
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GOSPEL 

 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21st Chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village 

ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; 

untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 

‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the 

donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 

followed were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 

this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON        Vicar Abbey Knappman  
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HYMN OF THE DAY         ELW 346 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

      And also with you. 

 Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another. 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  

 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 

world, its needs and open our hearts to God’s will. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in 

your church both globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the infinite 

life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and 

sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness 

to your saving love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your 

beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so 

that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like 

Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with 

those experiencing loss or illness this day especially Edward Dykman, Tommy 

Brewer, Joann Crabtree, Naomi Waterland, Rob Rushton, Sherry Dogwiler, Larry 

Sorenson, Sally McCarville, Gabe Derr, Terry Touhey, Mary Jane Auld, Linden 

Cummings, Lou Echols, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger, Bob 

White, and Beverly Carlson. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. 

Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for Hans Nielsen 

Hauge and all the faithful departed who rest in your mercy including Bruce 

Whiting. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Remember Roger Poland as he travels across the country and grant him 

protection. Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 

salvation. 

Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         

The Lord be with you, 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts, 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
PREFACE 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever living God. 

You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 

feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that 

belongs to the children of God.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts 

of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY          
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION      
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER       

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread.  

  Forgive us our sins 

      as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

men. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION       

 

Come to the table. 

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRADITIONAL w/ Holy Communion  Messiah Lutheran ELCA 
SUNDAY 9:30 a.m. 

Page 15 
Pastor, Vicar, Assistant Minister, Lector, Cantor/Special Music, Organist, Congregation  

COMMUNION HYMN           ELW 484 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN            ELW 341 
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TABLE BLESSING 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

God of our salvation, 

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 

reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, 

may we become Christ’s body in the world, 

bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 

God, who calls all things into existence, 

Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         ACS 927 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Guided by the Gospel, we:   

Welcome all to worship;           

Make disciples;  

 Hunger for ministry;  

Nurture youth;  

Gather resources for growing ministries;  

Offer healing and care to all in need.   

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 (place gifts in plates as you leave) 

  

POSTLUDE   

 


