
Sunday of the Passion/ 
Palm Sunday 

Service of Holy Communion 
The Blessing of Palms 

and the Passion according to Matthew 
March 29, 2026 

 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Traditional Worship 9:30 a.m. 
*-the congregation is invited to stand 

WELCOME TO GRACE 
A warm welcome to all who are worshiping with us during this Lenten season 
when we journey with Jesus to the cross. If you are visiting with us, please fill 
out a guest card which is found in the pews. Following the service, please 
introduce yourself to the pastor. 

INTRODUCTION 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified 
king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently 
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in 
celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation 
as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this 
paradoxical promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a 
meal of bread and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the 
church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 

 
God gathers us in unity.                                                  GATHERING 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  
 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Arnold Sherman 

Bells of Grace 
   

*GREETING 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  



*PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to 
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they 
brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and 
that followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

*BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
The assembly raises their branches. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city 
in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and King by those 
who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these 
branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow 
our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death 
and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor          ELW#344 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the 
human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 
nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached.        WORD 
 



CHILDREN’S SERMON 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MATTHEW  

Matthew 26:14—27:66 
14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the 
chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if I betray him 
to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that 
moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
  17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into 
the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My 
time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my 
disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, 
and they prepared the Passover meal. 
  20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve 
disciples, 21 and while they were eating he said, “Truly I tell 
you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly 
distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely 
not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand 
into the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as 
it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to 
have been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not 
I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
  26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and 
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after 
giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never 
again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 
  30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 
  31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of 
me this night, for it is written, 
 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Even if all fall away because of 
you, I will never fall away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell 



you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me 
three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with 
you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
  36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, 
and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and 
pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 
and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, 
“My soul is deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay 
awake with me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw himself 
on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me, yet not what I want but what you 
want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake 
with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not 
come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second time and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your 
will be done.” 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away 
and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then 
he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, 
let us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 
  47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 
arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 
the man; arrest him.” 49 At once he came up to Jesus and said, 
“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, 
“Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came and laid 
hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly one of those 
with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the 
sword will die by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot 
appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the scriptures 
be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?” 55 At that 
hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a rebel? Day 
after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest 



me. 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the 
prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him 
and fled. 
  57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the scribes and the elders had 
gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 
the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with 
the guards in order to see how this would end. 59 Now the chief 
priests and the whole council were looking for false testimony 
against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60 but they 
found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last 
two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to 
destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ” 62 The 
high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it 
that they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the 
high priest said to him, “I put you under oath before the living 
God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus 
said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
 From now on you will see the Son of Man 
  seated at the right hand of Power 
  and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now 
heard his blasphemy. 66 What do you think?” They answered, 
“He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck 
him, and some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you 
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?” 
  69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A female 
servant came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the 
Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do 
not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to 
the porch, another female servant saw him, and she said to the 
bystanders, “This man was with Jesus the Nazarene.” 72 Again 
he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After a 
little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
“Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays 
you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do 
not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then 
Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 
  27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders 



of the people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring 
about his death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate the governor. 
  3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, 
he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by 
betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? 
See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the 
temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6 But 
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 
lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood 
money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the 
potter’s field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that 
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, 
“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on 
whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of 
Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them for the potter’s 
field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
  11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You 
say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and 
elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 
not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 14 But 
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed. 
  15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release 
a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that 
time they had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So 
after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” 18 For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting 
on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing 
to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great 
deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 
crucified!” 23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But 



they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
  24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather 
that a riot was beginning, he took some water and washed his 
hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole 
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 So he 
released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he 
handed him over to be crucified. 
  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort 
around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown they put it 
on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before 
him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 They 
spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 
him. 
  32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene 
named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink 
it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes 
among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there 
and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge 
against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
  38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right 
and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the 
Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the 
chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 
mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the 
cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s 
Son.’ ” 44 The rebels who were crucified with him also taunted 
him in the same way. 
  45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 



God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for 
Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah 
will come to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud 
voice and breathed his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, 
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 
entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the 
centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over 
Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
  55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; 
they had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to 
him. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee. 
  57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea named Joseph, who also was himself a disciple of 
Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; 
then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59 So Joseph took the 
body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth 60 and laid it in his 
new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a 
great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 61 Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the 
tomb. 
  62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and 
said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was 
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore 
command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; 
otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him away and tell the 
people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the last 
deception would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, 
“You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you 
can.” 66 So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure 
by sealing the stone. 
 
  



*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each prayer concludes:  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

*PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Share the peace with one another. 
During this flu season and the ongoing pandemic, we remind you 

that it is appropriate to greet each other and pass the peace verbally 
rather than have hand contact, which helps to transmit the flu virus. 

Please remember to use the hand sanitizers that are available in 
each pew, upon arrival and throughout the service as needed. 

OFFERING 
We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others 

through the offering. Today’s offering supports the ongoing ministry 
of Grace church. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 Love Will Rise Karen Crane 
    Grace Chancel Choir 
 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ                          MEAL 
 

*SETTING THE TABLE      
Come to the Table        ELW#481  

 



*OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast 
love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to 
nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these 
gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 
Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is our joy and destiny to praise you, Lord God, for in 
wondrous love you cast stars into space, and in meek 
obedience your Son surrendered to cruel nails. With loving-
kindness you called your people in Abraham, and in covenant 
with Moses you bound up your life in theirs. Through exile you 
stayed close to them, and in Jesus you came among them 
bearing the fullness of grace and truth. Your Son Jesus faced 
rejection, cruelty, and death, yet in resurrection you exalted 
him, and in sending your Spirit you shed glory on all people. 
And so we rejoice with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, singing the song of your unending praise. 
 

*SANCTUS          ELW page 144 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Hosanna is our cry, Blessed One. Your Son comes on a donkey 
in your name. As Jesus entered Jerusalem to bear our sorrows 
and suffer for our sins, enter our hearts and confront our 
waywardness today. Send your Holy Spirit upon us, that we 
may be your Son’s crucified and risen body. Send your Spirit 
upon this bread that it may be living bread and on this wine 
that it may be the cup of salvation, that together they may be 
for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Great is the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Humble God, your Son did not exploit his status but emptied 
himself. Pour out your Spirit on all who are exploited, in world 
or church., on all who are humbled, by state or employer or 
family member, on all who are emptied of hope, faith, or love. 
As you highly exalted your Son who had become a slaave, 
highly exalt your children who suffer for righteousness, or grief 
those they have cherished, or bend the knee to one who does 
not honor them. Fill the earth with your justice and peace, 
until every heart shall sing and every tongue confess that you 
are the joy of their desiring, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, in all ages and forevermore.  Amen. 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly is seated.  
Those communing in their seats and at home are led through 
each element.  
 
DISTRIBUTION MUSIC 
Please join in singing: 
 

AGNUS DEI ELW Setting 3, page 146 

 
 
*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.   
Amen. 
 
Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this 
meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of 
your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing 
witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world           SENDING 
 

*BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:  God, who calls all 
things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the 
Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now 
and always. 
Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN  
 Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW#347 

 

*DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE 
 Go to Dark Gethsemane  Gethsemane, Petra 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 

This Week at Grace: March 28 – April 3 
The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God.  
   
The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.  
 
We hold in prayer especially this week….  
George Ringer, Bob Rhodes, Beverly Earhart, Elaine & Ed Klemmer, Katie, Mark 
Weber, Todd Stuckey, Bob Heintzelman, Kim Yoffee, Jaclyn Atkins, Robert Schweitzer, 
Cheryl A., Amy Vogel, Alice M., and Dean Jury.  
 

We hold in prayer the recently departed….  
Mary Louise Shetter 

SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP 

 Presiding Minister ........................................... The Rev. Chad Butz 
 Assisting Minister ......................................................... Karen Galle 
 Lector ................................................................... Susan Dickinson 
 Acolyte ....................................................................... Raelyn Flook 
 Torchbearers .............................................. Eden & Claire Pankake 
 Crucifer ......................................................................... Kinsey Hall  
 Communion Assistants ......................... Don Barlup, Donna Enrico 
 Sound ............................................................ Kyle & Landon Flook 
 Director of Music ............................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 Organist ................................................................. Emily Hartman 
 Technology Operator ...................................................... Chris Jury 
 



Holy Week Services and Easter Service Opportunities 
• Maundy Thursday at 12 noon in Barkley Chapel in-person only or 7pm in the 

Sanctuary in-person, via Live Stream or YouTube.  
• Good Friday at 7pm in the Sanctuary in-person, via Live Stream or YouTube.  
• Holy Saturday at 4:30pm starting in the Library then moving to Barkley Chapel in-

person only. 
• Easter Sunday at 9:30am in the Sanctuary in-person, via Live Stream or 

YouTube. 
Easter Flower Pick-Up   
If you sponsored an Easter Lily or Tulip, you may take it home after worship on Easter 
Sunday or pick the flowers up at the church Tuesday – Thursday from 8am – 12noon 
the week of April 6th. Please only take a flower if you sponsored one. All flowers not 
picked up by Sunday April 12 will be delivered to our Homebound Members. If you wish 
to have your sponsored flowers delivered to homebound members instead of taking 
them home, please contact the office at 717-737-0439 or office@gracecamphill.org. 
Spring Landscape Event – April 3 
We're excited to beautify the church on Good Friday (April 3) to make our Easter service 
at Grace really special! We’d love to have all hands—and all ages—pitch in. It’s been a 
wonderful event for families over the years, and it’s such a great way to come together. 
Even if you can only spare an hour or two, your help would mean a lot! We’ll be working 
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and lunch will be provided. Feel free to bring along any tools 
that might help. Hope to see you there! We will be doing a bunch of fun tasks such as:  
Trimming hedges, cleaning out gutters, weeding, edging, leaf cleanup, and mulch (18 
yards of mulch!!!). This is a very big job, and we can't do it without your help! Thank you 
so much for thinking about coming out and giving us a hand! 
Individual Spiritual Direction 

If you would like to find out more information regarding Spiritual Direction 
you can email Pastor Eckert at pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org. If you 
are interested in signing up for Monthly Individual Spiritual Direction 
(Space is limited) provided by Pastor Eckert please go to our website at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/faith-formation/spiritual-formation, use the 
QR code to the left, sign up in the Library or call the church office. Pastor 
Eckert will contact you sometime in April. You can also sign-ups for 

Group Spiritual Direction, Spiritual Retreats and Grief Group to gauge the level of 
interest for these ministries using the QR code, on the website or in the Library.  
Journeys of Paul in Greece with Pastor Chad Butz and Evan Houck – Oct. 17-24 
We would love to have you join us as we explore the journey of Paul in 
Greece. Paul is one of, if not the most, influential theologian for the 
Christian church as we know it. Come and see firsthand the places that 
he walked and ministered through. We will be departing October 17th and 
returning on the 24th. There is an optional cruise to extend your journey. 
Looking forward to entering this pilgrimage with you all! You can find out 
more information regarding the trip and how to sign up on the website at 
https://www.gracecamphill.org/faith-formation/journeys-of-paul-in-greece or by scanning 
the QR code. 

mailto:office@gracecamphill.org
mailto:pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org
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Check out the new Merchandise Store for Grace 
Looking for some Grace swag? Check out our new merchandise store 
at https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-camp-hill-merch/ or use the QR 
code. You can find hats, clothing (with Grace’s purpose on the back) 
and water bottles. What a fantastic way to support Grace and start a 
conversation. Grace's Youth Group was just added to our Merch Store! 
Show some love for our Youth Group and consider purchasing a shirt or 
sweatshirt. 
Special Benevolence Offering 
The Special Benevolence for March is Link 4 Youth. To contribute, 
please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering Ministry on the 
contribution envelopes or use the online giving page on the website 
page at https://www.gracecamphill.org/give or use the QR Code.   
Welcome to Our Church Cards  
If you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to complete one of the “Welcome 
to Our Church” cards found in both narthexes, the library, and the pews. We’d love to 
hear from you. 
Pastoral Assistance or At Home Communion 
If you need pastoral assistance or to request At Home Communion, please contact 
Pastor Chad at  
717-737-0439x10 or pastorchad@gracecamphill.org. If you need a pastoral emergency 
outside of normal working hours you can contact Pastor Chad on his mobile phone at 
610-297-2514. A pastoral emergency would be a death, or life-threatening 
circumstances.  
 
Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15th of the month for the 
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on 
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org. 

 

Calendar 
3/28/26 5:00pm 

6:00pm 
Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel   
GYG Spaghetti Dinner in the Social Hall (Tickets can be 
purchased at door) 

3/29/26 9:00am 
 
9:30am 
 
4:45pm 

Coffee Hour w/Finance & Stewardship Ministry  
(After worship from 10:30 – 11:00am, too) 
Service of Holy Communion in Sanctuary – Palm/Passion 
Sunday 
Grace Youth Group (GYG) 

3/30/26 6:00pm 
7:00pm 

Pub Theology Group 1 – Location TBD 
Scout Troop 54 & Cub Scout Pack 54 Meeting 

3/31/26 9:30am 
1:00pm 

Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room 
No Bible Study 

4/1/26 3:00pm Grace Giving Pantry  
4/2/26 12:00pm 

7:00pm 
Maundy Thursday Service in Barkley Chapel 
Maundy Thursday Service in Sanctuary 

4/3/26 8:00am 
7:00pm 

Spring Landscape Event 
Good Friday Service in Sanctuary 
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Our Story 

Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 
me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” 
 
The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference 
by serving others through God’s love and our faith 
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Grace Church Staff 
Senior Pastor ........................................................ The Rev. Chad Butz 
 610.297.2514 (cell); pastorchad@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry ................... Ethan Lentz 

Ethan.Lentz@gracecamphill.org 
Director of Music ................................................. Kristopher Hartman 
 K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Organist ...................................................................... Emily Hartman 
 K.E.Hartman11@gmail.com 
Office Administrator/Sexton ............................................... Chris Jury 

cjury@gracecamphill.org 
Administrative Specialist ................................................ Diane Deppen 

ddeppen@gracecamphill.org 
 
To contact the church office: 717.737.0439; office@gracecamphill.org 

Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.-12:00 noon 
Grace Lutheran Church * 1610 Carlisle Road *  

Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011 
 


	CHILDREN’S SERMON
	This Week at Grace: March 28 – April 3
	The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.
	We hold in prayer especially this week….
	We hold in prayer the recently departed….

