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Thank you Pastor Lyndon for inviting me back to speak to you about Rainbow Haven.  As Mark mentioned, my name is Ron and I am a congregational member of St John the Divine Anglican Church and Rainbow Haven is an outreach committee of our congregation.
I spoke to you early in Epiphany season last year – about 14 months ago.  So, many of you already know about our work, and some of you in this congregation are already donors.  But do not fear, I am not here asking for donations.  I am only here to tell you what we are doing.  Not to make another ‘ask’.  As a lifelong parishioner I know how often congregational members are asked to dig even deeper.
Rainbow Haven works to support LGBTQ+ individuals who are forced to flee persecution in their home countries in Africa.  Our shelters are in the country that these individuals flee into.  I’m sure that you are all aware of the recent laws in places like Uganda that allow gay and lesbian people to be imprisoned and even, in some cases, put to death purely based on their sexuality.
Sadly much of this flame is being fanned by right-wing evangelists in the USA who preach falsehoods in Africa about the harms that gay people might do to the family structure and that gay people try to ‘convert’ children.  This reminds me of the reading today from John [John 9:1-41] about the proud Pharisees, that claim to see; but are blind.  It highlights that spiritual pride prevents people from seeing the truth in Jesus’s teaching that God’s love is unconditional and equal for all.
There are 64 countries in the world that have laws that criminalize homosexuality – and nearly half of these are in Africa.
For those who are escaping to another, safer country – for example from Uganda to Kenya – Rainbow Haven provides basic but life-saving support: food, shelter, and a temporary place of safety, off of the streets so they are not harassed while they await the approval of travel visas to places like Sweden, Canada, the USA and other Western countries.  Many of the people who reach out to us have left everything behind, including family, homes, jobs, and communities.  Even their own families are required to report their LGBTQ family members to the police or face persecution themselves.  Often they arrive at our safe houses exhausted, traumatized, and uncertain about their future.
The goal of Rainbow Haven is simple: to ensure that people in crisis are not left completely alone.

There are other organizations – with large paid staff – who help LGBTQ asylum seekers to get to safety in countries outside of Africa, but only after their UNHCR visas are approved.  Organizations like Rainbow Railroad.  But the piece that was missing is what we do – we provide shelters as soon as they transit out of their unsafe countries into safer African countries.  This is the piece that refugees were telling us was most critical.  And we keep each resident safe and fed for about $35 Canadian dollars per month.
One of the people we just helped had a close friend who had been arrested.  They feared the authorities would search that person’s phone to identify others.  This is a typical occurrence.  Knowing they could be next; they fled.  They crossed the border into a country they had never visited before, where they knew no one.  For days they slept outside, unsure where to go or how to survive.  Thankfully, they found us.
Rainbow Haven currently operates safe houses in Senegal and Kenya, and is working to expand support networks across the region.  Plans are underway to establish additional safe houses in countries such as The Gambia and Morocco, in other words, locations where displaced Gay, Lesbian and Trans individuals can travel in search of refuge.
These spaces are not publicly disclosed for security reasons, but their impact is profound.  For many people arriving after days of fear and uncertainty, simply having a door that opens to safety can mean everything.

At Rainbow Haven we are all volunteers, we’re Victoria-based, and I want to thank you all for providing me the opportunity today to tell you about our work.  I will be happy to answer any questions after the service in the social time – and to give you a pamphlet that has our website address so that you can see some photos and read more about what we do.  Our website address is:
https://www.rainbowhaven.org/
Rainbow Haven publishes a newsletter a few times per year.  You can view past newsletters and sign up to receive future newsletters here:
https://www.rainbowhaven.org/contact/#newsletter
Ron Pettapiece's 2026 presentation can be viewed in the video recording of the March 15th, 2026, worship service, at 1:35:23 (introduction) / 1:37:27 (Ron):

https://www.lutheranvictoria.ca/livestreams/591 or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJHK18Akg9E
Ron's earlier 2025 presentation can be viewed in the video recording of the January 5th, 2025, worship service, at 40:09 (Gospel reflection & introduction) / 44:55 (Ron):

https://www.lutheranvictoria.ca/livestreams/506 or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=983NOjHZAco
