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On this Palm Sunday we commemorate the most famous of all rides: the triumphal entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem to launch his week of passion.
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Everyone present along the route that day was familiar with the Old Testament prophecy of Zechariah:
‘Rejoice greatly Daughter Zion! Shout Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (9:9).
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The adulating crowd that day was ready to see this prophecy fulfilled.
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They were ready to meet the Messiah, their long-awaited Deliverer.
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They were anxious to throw off the oppression of the Roman Empire. They were eager to see Israel restored
to its former glory.

f e VA RS Sar E R R, EERE B LLOS EIAE H .

But things do not turn out as expected. Ultimately the crowd would proclaim Jesus “king”, but only “for a
day” as he failed to live up to their expectations and demands.
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On this Palm Sunday, lets think about Jesus as “king”.
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When we do so, we quickly discover from the Gospels that Jesus would not be king on just any terms!
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Jesus was a king like no other. He did not arrive on the scene desperately grasping for power, dominion,
fame, or wealth.
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Jesus made it very clear that he had come with one primary overriding purpose, as attested to by Matthew:
‘Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near’. (Mt.4:17)
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This announcement elicited a strong response from Satan. iX— & 5 i 1 #UHE 58 2 5 M
Attempting to undermine God’s plan, he attacked Jesus when he was most vulnerable, as he returned from
the wilderness after fasting for forty days.
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He arrogantly offered to Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world in their splendor”, but with one key concession:
“if you will bow down and worship me.” (Mt.4:8,9). But Jesus would not be tempted by such an offer.
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This assertion by Satan reveals his misunderstanding of the Kingdom of God and, more to the point, the
spirit of the King. #i{H#X —Wr 5 # & 1o bag B AR, SEMDIHU, 2xIALE ERRM .

The King of Kings would indeed rule over heaven and earth, but only on the authority of his Heavenly
Father. /i T2 FSGE G0 /M, (HIX 584 5 T R AL HIBUN -



His dominion would not be by force or earthly power, but through meekness and subjection to his Father.
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We note this spirit in Jesus as he rejected the throne on worldly terms.
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For example, after observing and benefiting from Jesus’ miracle of feeding the thousands with only “five
small barley loaves and two small fish”, the people claimed that they were now convinced that Jesus was
“the Prophet (that is the Messiah, the King) who was to come into the world”, and so they hatched a plan
“to come and make him king by force”.
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In response to this untimely and ill-advised scheme John reports that Jesus “‘withdrew again to a mountain
by himself.” (Jh.6:9,14,15)
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Jesus remained steadfast, refusing any deviation from his Father's perfect plan.
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He would only accept the throne under the conditions set forth by his Father, because it was already a fact:
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During his public ministry Jesus was reluctant to promote his rightful claim to the throne of heaven and
earth. FEATHLIEIAE, HEGRIFARE T 54 8 ORI EA &% K.

Instead, he wished for people to see him more so as the “suffering servant” or “man of sorrows” as
prophesied by Isaiah.
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He never denied his kingship and would finally and dramatically claim His rightful throne under Pilate’s
interrogation.
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Pilate directly inquired of Jesus: “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus's response to this inquiry would
surprise and confound Pilate.
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He stated plainly: “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest
by the Jewish leaders. But now my Kingdom is from another place (literally, “not of this world”).
(Jh.18:33,36).
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This is not to suggest that Jesus’ kingdom is only “spiritual” or ephemeral. Here Jesus is referring not so
much to his kingdom but to his kingship: that is, his right to rule, which did not come from Pilate or Rome
but from God alone.
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Jesus would prove his “right to rule” by demonstrating his authority and power over both the
natural and the spiritual world.
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Jesus manipulated the molecules and even time itself to instantly turn water to wine, heal the sick, lame,
deaf and dumb with little more than a word or touch.
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His disciples, while tossed about in their little boat in the throes of a furious storm, stood astounded to
observe Jesus calming the thrashing seas with a rebuke: “Quiet! Be stilll” he demanded.
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Later, in his report, Mark would testify: “Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.” The “terrified”
disciples “asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!” (Mk.4:39,41).
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More than this, Jesus asserted his power and authority over the ultimate enemy of the material world: death

and decay. AWk, HRERIATZ T T P tH A AREN —F0 T2 5 A —— 1B RE S5 AU -

The Gospels tell us of Jesus raising the widow's son, as well as Jarius’ daughter, and most famously, his

friend Lazarus, from the dead.
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It is said that Jesus had to call Lazarus by name, demanding “Lazarus come out!”, or every grave would

have emptied that day!
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And Jesus made it clear that the purpose of this miracle, and indeed all his miracles, was not to put on

some kind of spectacle or to impress, but to establish his authority from God before the mourners. Hfik 1
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Jesus plainly states of His prayer: “I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may

believe that you sent me.” (Jh.11:42).
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Ultimately Jesus would exercise his authority and forever destroy the power of death through his own
resurrection from the dead, as Paul put its: “Jesus was declared with power to be the son of God by his
resurrection from the dead.” (Rom.1:4)
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Not only did King Jesus assert and prove his power and authority over the material world, but also
over the spiritual world.
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This authority is dramatically demonstrated in his encounter with the demon-possessed man in the
cemetery in the “region of the Gerasenes”, recorded in Mark 5.
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When Jesus compelled the demons to come out of this tortured man, we note that they instantly recognized
Jesus’ superior divine power.
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Mark reports that the man “fell on his knees in front of” Jesus and the demons in chorus, ironically “shouted
at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t
torture me!” begging “Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.”
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They required Jesus’ permission to come out of the man and to famously and fatally enter into a herd of

pigs. EAI1ZRAG B HRER I VE AT 4 BE T AN, FFU AT, SN T — BB IR, SECT KAETERISE R .



Jesus is King of both the seen and the unseen world! BR k2 7] Witk 5 50 Witk 7K F !

Yet the adoring crowd who were crying “Hosanna to the Son of David” on Sunday were, by that Thursday,
demanding, “Crucify Him!”
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would they turn on him so quickly and so dramatically?
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Why would those who had heard of or even witnessed with their own eyes his divine power and authority
now reject him?JJS L& ¢4 F [ - 22 5 UL H B il SRR N, 404 fi] B4 4t 2

There were several factors contributing to the rejection of Jesus as King, which varied according to an
individual's standing and spiritual perspectives.
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The “powerbrokers” of the day feared losing authority and influence to Jesus.
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For example, John tells us that when the chief priests and Pharisees heard of Jesus’ miraculous
resurrection of Lazarus from the grave, instead of hailing him and falling down before him, they began to
plot his murder!
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They feared that Rome would consider Jesus’ ability to rally the Jews as a potential insurrection and
therefore withdraw their offices.
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They understood that if Jesus truly was King of Kings and Lord of Lords, as proven through his miraculous
power, then Jesus demands and deserves loyalty and obeisance.
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Our “meek and mild” King has to this day always been seen as a threat to earthly totalitarians!
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But most in the crowd rejected Jesus as king because he was not the kind of king that they desired
or expected.
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Once they had concluded that Jesus was truly the Messiah, the son of David, they then expected him to
overthrow foreign powers, specifically the Romans, and set up the long anticipated Davidic Kingdom on
earth.
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It is no coincidence that the crowd was crying: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”, for this
was a direct quote from the 118" Psalm, known as a “Messianic Psalm”, encompassing the promise of a
new and wonderous kingdom of peace and prosperity for God’s people. Even the Twelve enquired after
the resurrection, “Lord are you at this time going to restore the Kingdom to Israel.” (Acts 1:6).
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People have been rejecting Jesus for the same reason ever since. When Jesus does not do as we expect
or demand, when he fails to, from our perspective, bless us with prosperity and good health, we reject him.
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But this attitude demonstrates a fundamental misunderstanding of God’s Kingdom and His kingship. {Hix
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Luke records a confounding interaction between Jesus and the Pharisees on the topic of the ‘kingdom of
God” that Jesus was constantly proclaiming: “Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom
of God would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be
observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst.”
(Luke 17:20-21).
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Typically, the Pharisees were looking for a physical or material kingdom. But Jesus pointed out their
confusion. JE¥, EFIZENFT T ARG — A TEEA BT E R . HHRERSE B 1 ABATTR) A 2

The “kingdom” of which He spoke was not yet to be seen or experienced in the form of an earthly kingdom
of force, power, or dominion.
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Jesus had come not so much to establish a kingdom, but His “kingship”: His right rule in our hearts.
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Where, then, would we find His Kingdom? I54, FRfi1i%EM6E I3k E VR ?

“In our midst” or “within you”. These two possible interpretations of this phrase are often considered at
odds. “FEFRATHIE” b2 “LEARATOE” o ATH A NI AP0 ) 135 1A B

But | believe they perfectly capture what Jesus was attempting to teach and reveal on that day.
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This carefully chosen phrase expresses at least three wonderful truths about God’s much-desired kingdom.
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First, it presents the kingdom as a present reality. &%, BHREEIRN—F L T HIEZ.

The question posed by the Pharisees is wrongheaded. It is built on the assumption that God'’s reign is
exclusively a future entity.
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This sort of kingdom expectation is consistent with what we know of the eschatological understanding of
the Pharisees in the first century, but it departs from the repeated teaching of Jesus in the Lukan narrative.
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There the emphasis has fallen repeatedly on the kingdom of God already breaking into the world.
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This is sometimes referred to as the “already, but not yet” nature of the Kingdom of God.
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It was inaugurated by Jesus at His first coming but will be fully consummated at His second coming.
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The kingdom of God is here, now because the King is here! |75 () it /£ X B, BELTF, RN EC &k 1!
Jesus assured: “For where two or three gather in my name, there am | with them.” (Mt.18:20), yet we also
look forward to “a new heaven and a new earth,”... the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband”, where “[we] will be his people,
and God himself will be with [us] and be [our] God, where, “He will wipe every tear from [our] eyes [and]
there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
(Rev.21:1-4)
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Secondly, Jesus was saying that He was the embodiment of the kingdom of God.
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The Pharisees were hopelessly looking for the kingdom somewhere else, when the “kingdom” was standing
right before them!
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Of his arrival on the public scene, Jesus announced: “The time has come,” “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)
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And, finally, Jesus was presenting the kingdom of God as a transformative power “within us”. &)5
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The Apostle Paul rebukes the legalistic tendencies of some early Christians who wanted to make the
practice of the Faith all about man-made rules and exterior show.
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He reminds these legalists: “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom.14:17).

f PR IR SO EE T S ¢ PO MRIEAETIRE, MAETA X AP RERTRE R 7 P 14:17)
When we born again Believers declare that Jesus is “within us” we mean that Jesus is king of our life, that
he sits “on the throne of our hearts” and we seek to live as loyal and obedient subjects.
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But ultimately on that day, and every day, it comes down to simply lacking the faith to see Jesus as he truly
is.
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Jesus drew a large crowd of admirers, but a much smaller circle of true disciples.
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Paul tells us faith is a “gift from God”. This is a precious gift which we should seek and value, for it is only
through faith that we can see and understand that Jesus truly is King and live out that truth every day.
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On that first Palm Sunday the crowds were right to proclaim Jesus as King, even if their understanding was
weak and their motives poor.
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The question for you and me on this Palm Sunday is: Do | recognize Him as my King today?
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