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“We believe God is calling us to 

invite people into a deeper rela-

tionship with Christ, that they may 

discover true peace and be pre-

pared to follow Him in compas-

sionate service.” 

Shalom Now! 

Cont’d 

These past few months, we’ve discussed several other Christian feasts that are rare-
ly celebrated, at least among upper Midwestern Lutherans. Holy Week is a glaring 
exception, as nearly every Lutheran church has special services on Thursday and 
Friday. However, Holy Week is not quite as well-known as Easter, even among Lu-
therans. Why is this? 
 

For one thing, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday are, well, on Thursday and Fri-
day! Many Americans work those days. But I wonder if there is also a lingering dis-
comfort with the story of Holy Week in our American culture that idolizes success.  
 

After all, during Holy Week we remember that Jesus lost everything. He failed. His 
movement appeared to suffer the same fate as other first-century messianic cults. A 
charismatic leader would rise up. He would amass followers. The authorities would 
kill the leader. Then the followers would scatter. Jesus’ movement appeared to fol-
low this pattern at first. All four gospels report that nearly all his disciples aban-
doned him at his arrest. The only ones to remain were several women and, in 
John’s Gospel, the beloved disciple. John further reports that the disciples are be-
hind locked doors two weeks after Jesus’ death because they were afraid of the au-
thorities. To history, Jesus was just another failed revolutionary, with another 
failed promise of the kingdom of God. 
 

This is why I appreciated the theologian Cornel West’s remarks when he spoke at 
Luther College over 20 years ago. He mentioned that he appreciated Lutherans be-
cause we don’t just show up when Jesus wins. We know that the path to Sunday 
morning goes through Friday afternoon (and Thursday night). The resurrection of 
Jesus is not isolated from the events preceding it. Rather, in the resurrection, we 
have the culmination of a crisis in the very being of God. God the Son, who de-
scends to the created realm in human flesh, is arrested by Roman and Temple au-
thorities, is tried before a regional governor, and is executed in a gruesome way. 
That is shocking. In fact, Paul calls it “a scandal to Jews and foolishness to gen-
tiles” (1 Cor. 1:23). As theologian Paul Hinlicky has often stated, “Saying ‘Christ 
crucified’, would be like saying ‘Joshua, put to the sword,’ or ‘David, crushed by Go-
liath’.” Without the Spirit, the story ends with Jesus’ death. 

Hinlicky says this on several episodes of Queen of the Sciences, a 
podcast he does with his daughter, Sarah Hinlicky Wilson. 

This is the fourth in a year-long series of festivals of the church cal-
endar, which can serve as an alternative to 24/7 “market-time” (or 

“blursday”). This month, we’re talking about Holy Week. 
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YOUTH 
Youth Mission Trip Fundraising 

Easter Morning Breakfast 

Join us on Easter morning for a cinnamon roll breakfast at 8:30 a.m., prior to wor-

ship. A free will offering will be received, with all proceeds supporting the youth 

mission trip to Niagara Falls this summer. 

That’s why Holy Week is so important. It’s a story of failure—irreversible failure—out of which God does the 
impossible. God the Son carries the sin of the world upon his person. As Paul writes, “he became sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God”. And the Son of God suffers death as 
the wage of that sin. And yet, he is raised up. Out of that death comes life—not a life according to the terms of 
the world, but according to God’s will for all life.  
 

I encourage you to come to Holy Week services this year. And if you can’t come in person, join us online. 
Those three days are the culmination of God’s love for our broken and hurting world. 
 

Love to you all, 
 

Pastor David  
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A Journey to the Cross: An Afternoon of Music from Lent, Holy Week, and 

Easter 

You are invited to join us on April 12 at 1:00 p.m. for a special program of music cen-

tered on the seasons of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. The first half of the program will 

feature solos and ensembles from members of our community. 

The second half will highlight the Shalom Singers, joined by additional community 

members, as they present The Cross by Robert Lau. This powerful cantata traces the 

journey from the beginning of Holy Week through the glorious resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 

Come and be part of this meaningful musical journey. All are welcome. A free will of-

fering will be taken to support Love INC. 
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SHALOM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
COUNCIL MINUTES 
February 16th, 2026 

 
PRESENT:   Carol, Corey, Ken, Kersten, and Sherri 
ABSENT:  Grant, Pastor   
Meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm  
 
Motion was made by Ken to approve agenda, seconded by Sherri and carried unanimously. Motion was made 
by Carol to approve January 19, 2026 and January 24. 2026 minutes, seconded by Ken and carried unani-
mously. 
 
Devotion and Prayer by Carol:  A favorite reading was shared about giving others we come into contact with 
the grace and love God shows us, and sharing that greatest gift with all.  
 
Reviewed reports by Pastor and Committees: 
**Pastor’s Report: Report included in packet for review. 
**Jeremiah 29 Project Report: Report included in packet. Noted the group is in the process of re-
evaluation. Carol mentioned coordination of resources was a topic of the group when she attended.  
** Finance: Report in packet for review. Mentioned needing to catch up on paid family leave deductions. 
Motion by Ken to remove Kim Casavan as a signer and put on Kersten Kappmeyer as a signer on the Viking 
Bank general account (number x5037).  Motion seconded by Corey and carried unanimously. Question was 
raised about the different youth and bible camp accounts that will need to be reviewed with Grant. 
** Y/ED: Report in packet for review.  Also had goal of adding additional people to the committee in discus-
sion.  On the topic of committees in general, the body also talked about the role of staff versus the various 
committee membership in carrying out various functions of the church.  Many committees report smaller 
member numbers over time, and the need for new committee members. Also talked about this trend similarly 
applying to Council and its size over time.  Council discussed and reaffirmed the role of committees taking 
and welcoming the feedback of staff, and the role of committees as a whole directing the activities within the 
scope of each committee. Staff is also invited to Council to give us feedback directly as well on staff roles and 
helping them be successful. 
** Staff: Report in packet from Music/Youth Director. 
** Worship: Report in packet. Also discussed seating adjustment for hospitality for visitors and for young 
families. Consensus of council was this suggestion was positively received and Worship Committee would be 
advised of the Council’s feedback. If adopted, ushers should be advised of the seating adjustment. Seating 
numbers should likely be increased to compensate for this. Also mentioned making sure busy bags for kids 
were also available for various ages. 
**Outreach and Caring: Report in packet for review. Office noted a need for rides to Worship for some at-
tendees if members can help with that. 
**God’s Work Our Hands: Report in packet. No immediate projects in progress, but looking toward mak-
ing school bags again in the Fall. Habitat information will be coming in the Spring. 
** Property: No report in packet. Met and are working on the emergency response procedures, starting with 
basics. Will meet more regularly with spring coming. The goal of adding additional people to this committee 
was also discussed. 
** Tech: No report in packet. Goal of adding additional people to the committee was discussed. New office 
computer is almost ready for testing along side the old one to assure smooth transition. Noted need for having 
a checklist so basics for streaming and recording can happen at events other than Worship. Event list would 
apply to Property tasks too. 
** Stewardship: No report in packet.  
**Personnel: No report. Did not meet.   
** FM Radio: Report in packet. Noted there might still be a lack of awareness about and support of the min-
istry internally. Fundraising still ongoing. Deadline to decide on going forward with this ministry is approach-
ing soon. 
 
Old and New Business: None noted. 
A closing prayer was offered by Kersten. Motion was made, seconded, and carried to adjourn at 6:44 pm.   
Respectfully submitted by Kersten Kappmeyer, Council Secretary 
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Shalom Lutheran Financial Activity: 

Feb/26 
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Runestone Chorus: A New Musical Community in Alexandria 

This fall marks the exciting beginning of a new musical journey in the Al-
exandria area! A community choir—Runestone Chorus—has begun 
meeting at Shalom Lutheran Church, under the direction of Sam Meehan. 
Rehearsals are held every Tuesday evening at 6:30 PM. 

Open to all who love to sing, Runestone Chorus offers a welcoming space 
for anyone interested in making music together and connecting with oth-
ers through song. Whether you're an experienced vocalist or just someone 
who enjoys singing in the shower, this group is about community, creativ-
ity, and the joy of shared music-making. 

If you’d like to learn more, feel free to reach out to Sam Meehan via email 
at sam.meehan.sm@gmail.com, by phone at 4064809675 or better yet, 
come check out a rehearsal or two. You might just find your voice and 
your people! 
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BOOKWORM BUNCH 
 
“SO MANY BOOKS-SO LITTLE TIME”!! Enjoy read-
ing??? Great Discussions???. Come join us at one of our 
monthly gatherings. We meet the last Monday of each 
month (unless it is a holiday) at 1 pm at Shalom. If any 
questions, call Barb at 952-297-2541 or Joann at 320-219-0810. 

Adult Bible Study 

First, the good news:  God always speaks to us through the Bible.   
 

Second, the bad news:  we don’t listen or read the Bible as  often as we would 
like. 
 

Third, the good news: we can share God’s Word in inspiring  ways.   Come to 
our gatherings on Thursday mornings from 10-11:00 am.  

Following is the list of books selected for discussion. 
 
 

 

  

April 27          When The World Fell Silent                 Donna Jones Alward 

May  25           The Faith Club                                        Ranya Idilby, Suzanne Oliver and Prisicilla 

June 29          The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell    Robert Dugoni 

July 27            Where the Wildflowers Grow              Terah Shelton Harris 
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Looking to help your community connect?  Shalom’s Radio 

Ministry Committee is still seeking volunteers 

and supporters to make “102.9 Con-

nects” (KON-X) a reality!  In prior newsletters 

and weekly updates, the Committee has shared 

details about this proposed radio ministry, seek-

ing to connect the community, express our love 

and support of our neighbors, meet God's calling 

to serve others, share the good news of Jesus 

Christ, and help others discover true peace. 

Thanks to donors within and outside of Shalom, significant progress has 

been made toward raising the startup costs needed to launch this ministry, 

but approximately $6,000 remains of the fundraising goal before the minis-

try can launch, and deadlines on the radio station construction permit 

mean this goal must be met in the next few months to begin. If you feel 

moved to support this ministry, please consider lending support, either fi-

nancially or by getting involved with the Committee. Donations are accept-

ed through the usual channels; just clearly designate them for “Radio Min-

istry.” And all are welcome to attend committee monthly meetings second 

Sundays after Worship. Questions? Want to offer support? Please contact 

Kersten Kappmeyer or Pastor Kathryn Rothman.  Connect with us to help 

our community connect!  
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REMINDER: Please continue to support our Coffee 
Fund with your donations. The donation box is 
located on the treat table in the Community Room! 
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            GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS 

EASTER SCHEDULE 
 

Maundy Thursday  April 2, 2026    6:30 p.m.  (With communion and 
stripping of the altar.) 
Good Friday  April 3, 2026  6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Vigil  Saturday, April 4, 2026   6:00 –12:00 p.m.  (Everyone 
welcome.) 
Easter Sunday Worship  April 5, 2026  9:30 a.m.  
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Apr Shared  Ministry 

Shared Ministry Maundy Thursday Good Friday 

Acolyte   

Assisting Minister  Nola Smith Carol Hedlund 

Communion Assist Grant Pexsa  

Communion Assist Dan Hermanson  

Greeters Corey Drewes  

Greeters  Tammy Drewes  

Lector Cami Pexsa Joann Garland 

Musicians   

Proclaim/FB Live CJ/Kim/Julie CJ/Kim/Julie 

Ushers Al Anderson  

Ushers  Sue Engstrom  
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Apr Birthdays 

Your Shalom family rejoices with you as you celebrate the day God gave you life.  Birthday Blessings!  If we missed you birthday please let us 
know in the church office because we would like to include you in our thoughts and prayers on your birthday! 

Hospitality treats will be served in 

the Community Room between 

10:30 and 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

The schedule Apr is:  

If you are unable to make it, 
please call someone to replace 
you. Thank you  

04-05-26 04-12-26 04-19-26 

  
Sue Engstrom 

Judy Hoffman 

Pam McCormick 

Easter Service, Cinnamon Rolls 
will be served, youth will set up 
and clean up. Bring Milk, Juice, 
and Fruit. 
Serve before church and after. 
  

  
Joann Garland 

Barb Carstens 

Mike & Sarah Flaten 

  
Greg & Karen Toivonen 

Al Anderson 

Ed & Pat Arneson 

  

  04-26-26 

  
Lona & Craig Neubarth 

Ron Samuelson 

John & Vic Dale 

  

04/01 Pexsa Bennett 

04/05 Hermanson Sharon 

04/06 Hoffbeck Leanne 

04/06 Wehofer Kay 

04/08 Fieldhammer Pris 

04/09 Preston Leila 

04/12 Solano Diego 

04/13 Blom Ruth 

04/14 Ruud Sharon 

04/15 Bovendam Linda (Lyn) 

04/15 Medenwaldt Connie 

04/15 Navratil Isabelle 

04/20 Johnson Ryan 

04/24 Maxwell Mary Gale 

04/24 Meehan Kelsey 

04/25 Huebner Linda 

04/26 Bovendam Stephen 

04/27 Ross Shirley 

04/28 Bailey LaTelle 
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Shalom Lutheran Church, ELCA 
681 Voyager Drive 
Alexandria, MN 56308 

320-762-8641 
office@shalomlutheran.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

@shalomlutheranchurch 


