THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CROSS
Individual Study Guide Text: 1 Corinthians 2:1–2
“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”
1. The Cross Is Simple in a Complex World
Read:
• 1 Corinthians 2:1–2; 15:3–4
• Romans 3:10, 3:23; 5:8; 6:23; 10:9–10, 10:13
• Ephesians 2:8–9
• 1 Peter 2:24

Questions:
1. What feels most complicated or overwhelming in your life right now?
2. In one or two sentences, how would you explain the message of the cross?
3. What do these verses teach about:
• Our problem – Romans 3:10, 3:23; 6:23
• God’s solution – 1 Corinthians 15:3–4; Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 2:24
• Our response – Ephesians 2:8–9; Romans 10:9–10, 10:13
4. Have you personally trusted Christ and His work on the cross, or are you still trusting in your own goodness or religion?
Prayer: Thank God for making salvation simple and clear through the cross.
2. The Cross Gives Direction in a Busy World
Read:
• Galatians 6:14
• Romans 14:12
• 2 Corinthians 5:10

Questions:
1. What are you most tempted to “organize your life around” (career, comfort, entertainment, success, etc.)?
2. What does it mean to “glory in the cross” (Galatians 6:14) in your daily choices?
3. Since you will give an account to Christ (Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10), where might you be wasting your time, money, or gifts—and where could you begin investing them for Christ?
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Application: Write one specific change you will make this week to invest your life more for Christ.
“Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.” – C.T. Studd
3. The Cross Motivates in an Apathetic World
Read again:
• 1 Corinthians 2:2

Questions:
1. Where do you see spiritual apathy (a “don’t care” attitude) in the world around you?
2. Where do you see any apathy in your own life—in worship, Bible reading, prayer, witnessing, giving, or serving?
3. If your life were a TV, what “channel” most often pushes Christ and the cross out of focus (news, social media, work, hobbies, etc.)?
4. What about the cross—who Jesus is, what He suffered, and why He did it—most moves your heart today?
Prayer: Ask the Lord, “Jesus, keep me near the cross. In the cross be my glory ever.”					          3
4. A Personal Response
If you are not sure you are saved:
• Read John 3:16; Romans 10:9–10, 10:13.
• In your own words: What has God done for you? What is He asking you to do?
• Call on the Lord in simple faith, asking Him to forgive your sin and save you.
If you are a believer:
• Ask: Where do I need to come back to the cross— in my priorities, my schedule, my giving, or my witness?
• Finish this sentence: “By God’s grace, because of the cross, I will…”

Closing thought: The cross brings simplicity in a complex world, direction in a busy world, and motivation in an apathetic world.  Stay near the cross.
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