If not, what truth from this passage do you most need to embrace?   	
					      
Putting It into Practice
1. Toward God: What is one specific way you will respond to Christ’s reconciling work this week? (Example: renewed time in prayer, confession of sin, thanksgiving for the cross.)

2. Toward Others: The sermon concluded that if God sees us as holy, unblameable, and unreproveable, we should see one another that way too.
· Is there someone in the church you struggle
to see through the lens of God’s grace?
· What step can you take this week toward reconciliation or a more gracious attitude?

Memory Verse: Work on memorizing Colossians 1:20–22 or at least verse 20: “And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself…”

Prayer:
Ask the Lord:
· To deepen your understanding of Christ’s death and what it accomplished.
· To help you live as one who is reconciled at peace with God.
· To see fellow believers as God sees them: holy, unblameable, and unreproveable in Christ.						       4
Use this guide for personal devotion or family study this week. 

“The Truth About Christ’s Death” Colossians 1:20–22

Read the Passage
Read Colossians 1:20–22 slowly at least twice. 

Underline or note any words that stand out: peace, blood, cross, reconcile, holy, unblameable, unreproveable.

The Big Theme: Reconciliation

Key idea:
· Reconciliation = God making sinners right with Himself and bringing them into favor with Him.
· The hostility is on our side, not God’s.  God doesn't need to be reconciled to us; we need to be reconciled to Him.

Personal Reflection Questions:
1. Before studying this message, how did you understand “reconciliation”?  Has that changed?
2. Do you tend to think of God as distant/against you, or as a Father with “hands stretched out in love”?  Why?

Write a short paragraph in your own words answering: “What is biblical reconciliation?”			       1
A. The Means Of Our Reconciliation (vs.20a)
“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross…”

1. In your own words, what does “reconciliation” mean? (Hint: being made right and brought into favor with God.)
2. According to this verse, how did God make peace? What does this tell you about the seriousness of sin?
3. Why is it important to remember that we needed to be reconciled to God, not the other way around?

Personal Reflection: What difference does it make to you today that God’s “hands are stretched out” to you in love, not in wrath?

B. The Measure Of Our Reconciliation (vs. 20b–21)

“…to reconcile all things unto himself…whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”

1. What does it mean that sin has affected both heaven and earth? How does this magnify the greatness of Christ’s work on the cross?
2. Paul describes us as “alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works” (v. 21).
•In what ways were you mentally alienated from God before Christ?	
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• In what ways were you morally alienated from God before Christ? 		
	      
3. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Isaiah 53:6. How do these verses help you understand what happened to Jesus on the cross?

Personal Reflection: Are there any patterns of thinking or behaving that still show remnants of “alienation” from God? Pray specifically about those areas.

C. The Meaning Of Our Reconciliation (vs. 22)

“…To present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:”

1. According to verse 22, what is God’s great purpose in reconciling us?

2. Define these three words in simple terms:
• Holy - 
• Unblameable - 
• Unreprovable - 

3. How does knowing that you will one day be presented before God affect:
• The way you live today?
• The way you view suffering, temptation, and trials?

Personal Reflection: Do you see yourself the way God sees you in Christ, holy, unblameable, unreproveable?
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