"Remember How the Good News Unites"
Galatians 3:26-4:7
Good Morning Beloved,
· A young boy goes up in the attic… and rummaging through a chest… he finds the evidence…
· He had always suspected it… and now he has proof.
· The people he grew up with are not his family.
· Turns out… 
· his mother was a ballerina for American Ballet Theatre…
· And his dad was a short-stop for the Texas Rangers.
· And in the photo… siblings.
· POINT:  In that moment… the truth of who this boy is changes…
· He has a new understanding of who he is a person.
· And who he is connected with in his family.
· The truth of the Gospel is the radical reorienting news of what God has done to make us his children in Christ.
· It is both a truth to be celebrated and a relationship to be experienced.  




Reading of God’s Word 
26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
4 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave] though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.


Preaching God’s Word
1. Understanding our Adoption (3:26-29)
a. 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
i. Before we go any further… 
1. there is a great difference… a dividing line between
a. relating to God as only your creator
b. and relating to God as your creator and your Father.
2. If you only know God as creator… 
a. You can’t pray the prayer that many children are taught to say early on in life…
i. “God is great.  God is good.  Let us thank him for our food.”
1. The reason why that could never be said is… God’s goodness would be the measuring line of your life… the standard that all fall short of.
ii. This has been the message in this book… God’s greatness and God’s goodness are most clearly seen in the cross of Jesus Christ.  
1. On the cross… the Son of God was regarded as a criminal… so that we… law-breakers… would be welcomed as a child.
a. Rather than living under the domination of a harsh prison guard or probation officer (and pretending that… they must be my family).
2. The staggering claim is… the way to be a child of God… is by God adopting you.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  WSC - Q. 34. What is adoption?
A. Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.] 

a. This status… is received by faith alone.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  WLC - Q. 74. What is adoption?
A. Adoption is an act of the free grace of God, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, whereby all those that are justified are received into the number of his children, have his name put upon them, the Spirit of his Son given to them, are under his fatherly care and dispensations, admitted to all the liberties and privileges of the sons of God, made heirs of all the promises, and fellow-heirs with Christ in glory.] 

iii. Two wonderful images clarify this new relationship.
b.  27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
i. #1 – Baptism[footnoteRef:3] – this is not salvation by baptism…  [3:  ] 

1. as though Paul were saying circumcision doesn’t make you right with God… but baptism will… that is the works-based religion that the whole book is denouncing
2. Baptism is the sign of the relationship as a sign and seal of the covenant is from the Covenant-maker, not the receiver. (Col. 2:11; Acts 2:38).
a. For example:  this marriage band… is a tangible sign from my wedding day.  
i. Is it a reminder to be faithful to my vows?
1. Not primarily… I received this sign when my wife took HER vows.  This band is a reminder that I am loved by another.
3. Baptism is a sacrament of how the TRIUNE God has loved you.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  WLC - Q. 167. How is baptism to be improved by us?
A. The needful but much neglected duty of improving our baptism, is to be performed by us all our life long, especially in the time of temptation, and when we are present at the administration of it to others; by serious and thankful consideration of the nature of it, and of the ends for which Christ instituted it, the privileges and benefits conferred and sealed thereby, and our solemn vow made therein; by being humbled for our sinful defilement, our falling short of, and walking contrary to, the grace of baptism, and our engagements; by growing up to assurance of pardon of sin, and of all other blessings sealed to us in that sacrament; by drawing strength from the death and resurrection of Christ, into whom we are baptized, for the mortifying of sin, and quickening of grace; and by endeavoring to live by faith, to have our conversation in holiness and righteousness, as those that have therein given up their names to Christ; and to walk in brotherly love, as being baptized by the same Spirit into one body.] 

a. Therefore, God’s free grace is the basis for our relationship and manner of life as children of God. 
ii. #2 – Clothing – “clothes make the man”[footnoteRef:5]… but the dress makes the bride… [5:  Ryken, 148] 

1. Rev. 19 - 7 Let us rejoice and exult
    and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
    and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself
    with fine linen, bright and pure”—
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
iii. The thing that brings about a unity between man and God and men and women is…
1. The Good news.
a. You are cleansed (baptism)
b. And clothed (dressed).
iv. POINT:  Our primary status is who we are in Christ.
c. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
i. So easy to divide people in to various groupings…
1. Race… rank… gender…
a. Illustration:  Children growing up in the same school system… both boys… both same ethnicity… same economic status…
i. An elderly woman and a young man
ii. From opposite sides of the world…
iii. From very different bank accounts…
1. But they start talking about Matt. 7:14 - 
For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
b. I’m on that way… because Christ found me.
2. That is the uniting news that is celebrated by those who are adopted into God’s family.
d. Transition:  it is not just understanding the good news… it is experiencing it.
2. Experiencing our Adoption (4:1-7) 
a. 4 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 
i. POINT:  If you were a great employee… 
1. even if he is the employee of the month… or year… 
a. And it comes Christmas time… sometimes people can expect a big bonus… 
i. Even your fellow coworkers… you worked hard… you added a lot of value to the company… you brought in those huge contracts… you exceeded quarter expectations…
b. Even if you were that great… NO boss ever says… I’d like to adopt you into my family now.
2. Instead… there is a law of works that continually hangs over your head… as well as demonic voices that speak lies about who you are.
a. And there is a radical freedom to being a child of the good and great… loving and wise heavenly Father and being measured by an impersonal standard.
ii. Transition:  that shift comes in verse 4
b. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
i. What we could never earn for ourselves… Christ has secured for us.
1. The idea of redemption… redeeming… is the slave on the auction block being purchased from a life of fear… anger… and hostility.  
a. It is the Jean Val jean message of forgiveness to the brutal.
b. The message of acquittal to the guilty.
c. The grace to those who know the estate and misery of sin that God has brought them into an estate of salvation by a redeemer.
ii. Beloved… there is a whole new authority in your life…
1. A whole new affection in life…
a. A whole new stability in life…
i. Dear brother said… “the older I get the more I realize how little I know… but I know this… I have a heavenly Father who loves me.”
iii. This is the highest privilege in the Bible… to be a child of God.
1. No where is this experienced more than in prayer.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  WLC Q. 189. What doth the preface of the Lord’s prayer teach us?
A. The preface of the Lord’s prayer (contained in these words, Our Father which art in heaven) teacheth us, when we pray, to draw near to God with confidence of his fatherly goodness, and our interest therein; with reverence, and all other childlike dispositions, heavenly affections, and due apprehensions of his sovereign power, majesty, and gracious condescension: as also, to pray with and for others.] 

c. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
i. Here the Triune God… Father… Son… and Spirit are manifesting the greatness of God and the Goodness of God in the gospel of grace.
1. Friends… you could never earn this status…. Never confirm this status… but God…. In his mercy… 
a. Teaches you to pray with the most intimate of requests… Abba.
ii. That is why bothers and sisters in the past celebrated…
1. Q & A 120
2. Q. Why did Christ command us to call God “our Father”?
3. A. To awaken in us at the very beginning of our prayer what should be basic to our prayer—  a childlike reverence and trust that through Christ God has become our Father, and that just as our parents do not refuse us the things of this life, even less will God our Father refuse to give us what we ask in faith.
3. Conclusion
a. Boy goes up in the attic… finds his birth certificate… picture with parents and siblings.
i. It would change his life.
b. Slave goes from hearing the voices of condemnation and measurements describing “not good enough”
i. To hearing… Well done, good and faithful servant" (Matt. 25:21, 23)
1. It would change their life…
c. But when an orphan hears…
i. That in Christ… the message from their Father is…
1. “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
a. It would change how they think of themselves…
b. How they relate to others…
c. And how they pray.
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Where there was once division… there would be unity.
4

