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2 Peter 3:1-7 / Jude 17-23
Teaching sheet for 03-22-26

RAPTURE   Matthew 24:40-41 & Thessalonians 4:16-17: Quick note:  We get the word “rapture” from the verb “caught up” in v. 17.  In the Latin it is “rapio” and it means to be suddenly taken up or snatched away.

A Call to Remember, 2 Peter 3:1-2 / Jude 17 & 20
2 Peter 1:17 Peter and Jude are calling those with whom they have a deep fellowship of love to remember the truth that had been given to them in the past.  This brings up 2 questions: What? & Why?

What? – Peter gives two sources of the truth.  Those early Jesus Followers had access to what we call the Old Testament.  The second source of truth came when God gave the words and those He chose delivered them to the Early Church.  Verbal Plenary Inspiration.  I always use the same illustration:  If you pick up a pen and write out your shopping list, who is doing the writing you or the pen?  Of course, it’s YOU!  The pen can’t do it without your hand holding and moving the pencil.  When the Bible was originally written, God is the hand and the authors are the pen.

Why? – Over and over again, Peter has focused on holiness in both letters.  1 Peter 1:13-16  This growing in sanctification is what Jude calls “building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God.”  It’s the increase on the inside of loving God and neighbor that shows up on the outside.  Holiness of heart and life is what keeps us ready for what is coming.

Here Come the Scoffers, 2 Peter 3:3-4 / Jude 18-19
How did they know these scoffers would be coming?  Jesus warned them (and us) for what is coming in Matthew 24:4-8
Let me be clear about this – we have been in the last days ever since the Ascension of Jesus as recorded in Acts 1:9-11.  
Jesus told them He was coming back twice in John 14: v. 3 and v.18 
Their problem was this: if it hasn’t already happened, be don’t believe it is coming.  Maybe they were all from Missouri – the “Show Me” state.  Some folks have to see it to believe it.  That’s not how faith in these promises works.  Instead, we who believe are promised to see it.  In these verses, their unbelief is connected to their living in the flesh.

Here’s a quote from Dr. Neil Anderson: Daily in Christ, devotion for February 26
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/dailyinchrist/daily-in-christ-2-or-26-544386.html
The false teachers and end time scoffers where living unholy lives in their flesh.  That leads to destruction.

God Will Bring Judgement, 2 Peter 3:5-6 / Jude 22-23
Peter makes it clear that this judgement will be like the Great Flood in Genesis chapters 6-9.  That means it will be the end of folks who are still here.  Jude is urging us to have compassion on those who are being led astray by the scoffers and false teachers.  We should try to win them back.

I want to share some good news with you today: CHRIST WILL RETURN TO TAKE US HOME!  Listen to Revelation 14:14-16: “14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.”  We are the harvest and until that day we should be adding to the harvest by sowing the good seed.  Amen.

HOMEWORK:
1 – Look up all the scripture verses.  Have you ever wondered why the Lord is taking so long for the Second Coming of Christ?  Look ahead to next week’s readings.
2 – Holiness of heart and life is part of our spiritual heritage as Wesleyans.  The early Methodists made holiness a priority.  Why do you think we no longer desire to live holy lives?
3 – Next week, 2 Peter 3:8-18 & Jude 24-24, “The End”
