GOSPEL MESSAGE

April 5, 2026
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY
Strongly Sung Alleluias

In Matthew’s telling of the Easter story, Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” are the first to
experience the resurrection of Jesus (28:1). Earthquake, descending angel, and convulsing grave-
guards all attest to this miraculous feat of God’s love defeating death forever. The angelic
invitation to the women to behold the bodiless resting place of Jesus is met with evangelistic
fervor; the women race off full of “fear and great joy” (v. 8) to tell the others. Their run from the
empty tomb, however, is interrupted by the risen Christ. A simple word of greeting from Jesus
sends the women to the ground; they “took hold of his feet, and worshiped him” (v. 9).

What did this first Easter-morning worship look like? Did the women recite traditional Jewish
prayers? Were they moved to sing? Might this worshipful moment be the time and place the first
Easter “alleluia” was uttered? Perhaps they harkened back to Psalm 118 and sang to Jesus, “The
LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation” (v. 14). At the feet of Jesus,
the women found strength as they bore witness to God’s liberation and the power of resurrection.
This was the Jesus they would share with the other disciples and, by extension, the world. This is
the Jesus they would sing out to others in Galilee and beyond. A new day had dawned; Easter
had arrived. Alleluia!

The church gathers on this Easter Day to join in the proclamation of Christ crucified and risen.
We gather to share in the wonder and joy of Mary and Mary, whose worshipful witness has
become our own. We join in the prayers, the confession, the Easter fervor that knows the
salvation of our God, our strength and our song. A new day, an Easter Day has come. “This is
the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). Indeed, let us
rejoice, worship, and sing out strong: Alleluia! Alleluia!
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