Deadly Sins Series – Pt. 7 “False Witnesses & Those Who Stir Up Strife”
Proverbs 6:16-19 / Exodus 20:16 / Romans 16:17
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Proverbs 6:16-19
16 There are six things the Lord hates—no, seven things he detests: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent, 18 a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong, 19 a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family.

[bookmark: _Int_O4E67qWh][bookmark: _Int_HD95JmFK]For the past month and a half, we have been looking at Deadly Sins. Now we know that all sin is deadly…Romans 6:23 say, “the wages of sin is death”. But using Proverbs 6:16–19, we have seen that these 7 things the Lord hates, rather detests; sins that, if left unchecked, will quietly destroy our soul and damage others lives.
· We began with Haughty Eyes — the sin of pride. Pride elevates us above God and others. Remember it was the original sin of Lucifer and remains the root of many other sins. Pride blinds the heart and keeps a person from humility, repentance, and dependence on God.

· Then we looked at A Lying Tongue. God is a God of truth, and when truth is twisted, trust is broken. Lies damage relationships, corrupt integrity, and ultimately reflect a heart that is drifting away from the character of God.

· Next Pastor Dennis exposed the danger of the “Excess of the Flesh”. Gluttony of not only the physicalness of food, but of materialistic hearts. Putting anything ABOVE our dedication and commitment to God is dangerous and will cause our hearts to slowly drift away from the heart of God.

· Then we examined Hands That Kill the Innocent. Scripture reminds us that every life bears the image of God. From Cain and Abel to the teachings of Jesus, the Bible shows that God hears the cry of innocent blood and stands fiercely against harm done to the vulnerable. God calls His people not to avoid harmful situations against the vulnerable, but to actively protect life and fight for it! 

· Then last week we searched deep into our hearts and asked God to remove any “plotted” sin in our lives. This seed, if left unchecked, would cause us to move and act on such sin. We saw that if it stays in the heart long enough, eventually it will control the direction of the feet and will end up separating us from Him for eternity. We cried out and I pray are still crying out “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

Throughout this series we have seen a pattern: sin is quiet and often begins quietly in the heart before it becomes visible in our actions. But this series has not only been about exposing sin, but it has also been about pointing us back to the hope of the gospel and ensuring, that we’re not “tolerating” or “harboring” not just these sins, but ANY sin. 

The most important thing I pray we’ve been able to see in this series, is that even if we have found ourselves guilty in these sins and fallen short, that the same God who has brought these sins to light in our lives to confront, also offers us forgiveness through Jesus Christ. Through His grace, hearts can be changed and lives can be restored and don’t have to slip quietly into spiritual death! 

Each week we have prayed and should continue the same prayer from Psalm 139:23: “Search me, O God, and know my heart.” Keep in mind as we close this series today, the goal of this series was not simply to recognize these sins within the world…It is and was to allow God to examine our own hearts and transform us into people who reflect His truth, His holiness, and His love from this day, until we stand face to face with Him!

This is week we close this series with a couple of the more difficult and possibly more common sins the Lord detests...A false witness and the one who stirs up strife. The phrase “a false witness who pours out lies, & a person who sows discord in a family” comes from Proverbs 6:19. Remember, this is part of a list of seven things the Lord detests. These two specific sins deal specifically with speech and relationships.


1 - A False Witness Who Pours Out Lies
There’s an old story about a woman who spread false rumors about someone in her town. The lies traveled fast, damaging that person’s reputation, relationships, and peace. Eventually, she felt convicted and went to a wise pastor, asking, “What can I do to make this right?”
The pastor told her, “Take a feather pillow, go to the top of a hill, cut it open, and let all the feathers blow away in the wind.” Confused, but willing, she did it. Then she returned and said, “I’ve done what you asked.” The pastor replied, “Now go gather every feather.” She said, “That’s impossible… the wind has carried them everywhere.” And the pastor said, “Exactly. So it is with your words.”

A false witness doesn’t just tell a lie...they deliberately misrepresent the truth and release something about someone they can never fully take back. Lies scatter. They spread. They settle in places you never see… and they do damage long after the words are spoken.

In biblical times this was often connected to legal testimony, but the principle applies broadly.
It includes:
    •    Lying about someone
    •    Exaggerating or twisting facts
    •    Making accusations that aren’t true
    •    Spreading rumors or slander

The phrase “pours out lies” suggests constant or reckless dishonesty, not a slip of the tongue, but someone who habitually spreads falsehood. This kind of behavior destroys reputations, trust, and justice.
· Exodus 20:16
   “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

Many times in a courtroom, someone’s future is on the line—their reputation, their freedom, their life. A witness is called to the stand. They raise their hand, swear to tell the truth, but instead, they twist it. They exaggerate. They insert things that didn’t happen. And because of their words, the verdict shifts. An innocent person may suffer...not because of what they did, but because of what was said.

Now here’s the reality: Most of us will never sit in a courtroom like that, but we step into courtrooms every day.
· In conversations.
· In text messages.
· In prayer requests that sound spiritual but carry gossip.

Every time we talk about someone, we are giving testimony about them.

God takes our words seriously because our words carry the weight of testimony. Exodus 20:16 isn’t just about legal settings, it’s about life. When we bear false witness:
· We misrepresent people made in God’s image
· We damage reputations we didn’t build
· We influence others with information that may not be true

And here’s the deeper issue:
A false witness doesn’t just lie; they position themselves as judge over someone else’s story. Truth matters to God because He is truth. So when we distort truth, we step out of alignment with His nature. 

So, be careful what you say about people, because every word you speak is a testimony, and be sure that God is always listening.”


2 - A Person Who Sows Discord in a Family (or among brethren)
If you’ve ever split wood, you know you don’t start with a big gap, you start with a small wedge.
Just a thin piece of metal tapped into a crack. At first, it doesn’t look like much. But with a few more hits, that small wedge begins to force the wood apart—slowly, then suddenly.

What was once solid becomes divided. That’s how division works. It rarely starts with something obvious. It starts with a comment…A complaint…A “Did you hear? A subtle offense…
And before long, that small wedge has separated relationships, teams, even entire churches.

To sow discord means to plant division between people who should be united.
This can happen through:
    •    Gossip
    •    Manipulation
    •    Taking sides and stirring conflict
    •    Repeating private conversations to cause tension
    •    Subtle comments that create suspicion

The Hebrew idea behind “sowing” is like scattering seeds. The person intentionally spreads things that grow into conflict, mistrust, and broken relationships. The Bible tells us exactly what this type of person does.
· Proverbs 16:28
	“A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.”

“A perverse person stirs up conflict…”
· The word perverse here points to someone who is morally twisted—someone who distorts what is right. This isn’t just a difficult personality; it’s a heart that bends truth, motives, and situations. They don’t just end up in conflict…they create it.

“…and a gossip separates close friends.”
· This is where it gets personal. A gossip doesn’t always look harmful. They often sound concerned… informed… even helpful. But what they’re actually doing is:
· Sharing information that isn’t theirs to share
· Framing stories in a way that shifts perception
· Planting seeds of doubt about someone else
· And the result? Distance. Suspicion. Broken trust. 

Notice the weight of the verse: Not acquaintances… not casual relationships…Close friends. The enemy of unity doesn’t just attack weak relationships—he targets strong ones.

Romans 16:17
“Watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way.”

Division doesn’t explode; it seeps in. That’s why Paul says, “Watch out.” Romans 16:17 is a warning, not just about obvious troublemakers, but about the subtle, divisive influence that can creep in unnoticed. Paul is saying watch out for:
· People who constantly highlight problems but never pursue solutions
· Conversations that create suspicion instead of understanding
· Words that hinder rather than help others grow

Paul doesn’t say “engage it,” “entertain it,” or “ignore it.” He says watch for it—because what you don’t watch for, you’ll eventually be wounded by. And here’s the key, anything or anyone that pulls people apart, is working against what Jesus is trying to build in relationships.

Your words have the power to either protect relationships or quietly tear them apart. You don’t need a weapon to divide people—just a few well-placed words. Once trust is fractured, it’s hard to rebuild. This is why Scripture treats gossip and speaking falsely of someone, so seriously, because it does damage that isn’t always visible, but is deeply felt.

Be careful of the voices you listen to—because not every voice building conversation is building unity. 


Closing:
A simple way to wrap up today’s last two sins are to say:
· A false witness destroys truth, and a discord-sower destroys unity. One attacks a person’s reputation, where the other attacks relationships between people.

As I mentioned in the beginning, over these past weeks, we’ve walked through what Scripture says God hates—not to condemn us, but to wake us up. Because these sins aren’t always loud. They don’t always make headlines. They work quietly…subtly…internally…Until one day, the damage is undeniable.

We’ve seen it:
· Pride that elevates self & pushes God out
· Words that lie, wound, and divide
· A heart that puts God 2nd
· Actions that harm the innocent
· Minds that plan what is wrong
· Lives that begin to chase what once convicted them
· Voices that misrepresent truth
· And hearts that sow discord among people God called to be united

And here’s what ties these all together. Sin never stays contained; it escalates. What starts in the heart doesn’t stay in the heart. 
It moves from your heart:
· to decisions…
· to actions and words…
· and eventually, it impacts entire relationships & communities.
· Left unchecked, results in disaster and death.

This series was never about behavior modification. It was about heart transformation. 
· You can’t fix a divided tongue without dealing with a divided heart.
· You can’t stop sowing discord if something inside you is unsettled.
· You can’t overcome sin by managing symptoms, you have to surrender the source.

And that’s where the hope is. God hates these things, not because He’s harsh, but because He sees the end result from the beginning and desires and offers to change what we are.
· Ezekiel 36:26
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you…”

This means:
· Where there was pride, He gives humility
· Where there is a desire to do wrong, He replaces with a desire to pursue goodness
· Where there were lies, He produces truth
· Where there was division, He builds peace and unity

So, the question isn’t, “Did I hear the messages?” It’s “Did I let God deal with me?” The most dangerous thing you can do in a series like this is recognize the sin in someone else and ignore it in yourself. What God reveals, He intends to heal, but only if you’re willing to surrender it.”

I mentioned at the beginning of this series, what we ignore today can and most possibly will enslave us tomorrow. But what we surrender today, God will redeem.

David cries out and lays out excellent examples of prayer, to which we should cry out daily that we need to cry out this morning!
· Psalm 139:24
“Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life”. (NLT)

· Psalm 19:12-14
How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart? Cleanse me from these hidden faults. Keep your servant from deliberate sins! Don’t let them control me. Then I will be free of guilt and innocent of great sin. May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”

Today isn’t about shame, it’s about surrender. If the Holy Spirit has put His finger on anything in your heart…pride, words, actions, motives, attitudes…Don’t tolerate it. Don’t excuse it. Deal with it today, now!

The same God who convicts…is the same God who restores and can keep you from these Deadly sins

Would there be one today that would say, I need to make right some things I didn’t make right previously...Come down and I’ll pray with you...

Let us confront what is deadly—So we can live fully alive in Christ.


Heavenly Father,

We come before You at the close of this series with grateful hearts. Thank You for Your Word that searches us, corrects us, and calls us higher. Thank You for loving us enough not to leave us where we are, but to shape us into who You’ve called us to be.

Lord, where pride has taken root, teach us humility.
Where lies have been spoken, make us people of truth.
Where anger, jealousy, or division have lived in us, cleanse our hearts and make us whole.
Where our thoughts have wandered and our feet have followed, realign us with Your Spirit.

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Give us the strength not just to hear Your Word, but to live it. Help us to walk in integrity when no one is watching, to love when it’s difficult, and to choose righteousness even when it costs us.

Holy Spirit, guard our hearts this week. Be the filter for our words, the guide for our steps, and the conviction in our conscience. Let our lives reflect Jesus in every conversation, every decision, and every relationship.

And Lord, where there has been brokenness—bring healing.
Where there has been division—bring unity.
Where there has been conviction—bring transformation.

We don’t just want a moment in Your presence—we want a life that honors You.

So as we leave this place, send us out changed, equipped, and empowered to live differently. Let this not be the end of a series, but the beginning of a deeper walk with You.

We give You all the glory, all the honor, and all the praise.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen.





