[bookmark: _Hlk204170053]St. Paul UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST


March 22, 2025      	                     	10:30am
Welcome!  Whether you are a guest, friend or member, we are delighted that you are here.  Large print bulletins are available at either door.  Ask a greeter for any directions you may need. 

“Please note that this service will be live-streamed on Facebook.  If you do not wish to be visible on camera, please let an usher know so we can take appropriate measures to ensure 
your privacy."

[image: To Demonstrate His Power Over Death. When Lazarus dies the Lord Jesus  waited until he had been dead for four days. People in that day are much  like the people of our]


Rev. Jim Oleson, Pastor
Christopher Dickmeyer, Musician
Fifth Sunday in Lent - Installation
*Please rise in body or spirit
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Announcements	
In the last days, says God, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your young people shall see visions, and your old people shall dream dreams. People of God, we have been baptized into one Spirit and one body through Jesus Christ. Let us worship today.
  Prelude and Lighting of the Candles
*Call to Worship 
One:   The prophet asks: Can our soul-weary bones live again?
Many:   O God, you know!
One:   We ask: Can we dance again after mourning, loss, and grief?
Many:   O God, you know!
One:   The gift is sure and unmistakable:
Many:   God’s breath poured out as new life for weary souls!
One:   Let us celebrate the gift of God’s new life,
Many:   And come to worship God in laughter and dancing!
*Processional Hymn #4 New Century 	                                           Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You  
*Invocation 				
Loving God, you are majestic beyond all other light and beauty and power, yet you are more intimate than all other friendship and love. By the strength of Christ, please lift us high above common wants and expectations, into the light and power of your Presence. Lead us to wonder, and from wonder to love, and from love to that worship that only lovers can offer. In the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!
*Hymn of Praise #472 New Century	                                       Precious Lord, Take My Hand
*Prayer for Transformation and New Life	
Compassionate God, the wind of your Spirit is the very sign of life for all who long for you. One breath from you and we are rescued from the arid valley of dry bones, given muscles and sinews and joy with which to praise you, and filled with the holy hope you grant to all your faithful children. Let our whole lives be filled with the life-breath of the Spirit, that what has lain dormant may burst into bloom, and what looks to us to be death may be revealed as but sleep before the emergence of new life. Amen.
Decommissioning of the Pastoral Search Committee        Jerry Gifford, Council President
*Response of Praise 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, World without end.  Amen. Amen.
Special Music                                                               Sharon Brinkman and Bobby Roskowske
[bookmark: _Hlk224554043]Written Word        		            Ezekiel 37:1-14
				            Romans 8:6-11	
				              John 11:1-45
[bookmark: _Hlk216260185]Hymn #531 New Century                                                      God Speak to Me, That I May Speak
Message                                       Can These Old Bones Live?                            Rev. Jim Oleson                               
             Ezekiel 37:1-14    
Church in Prayer
      Pastoral Prayer    
      Lord’s Prayer (Debts, Debtors)
Offertory
     Invitation to Generosity
*Doxology (Tune: Old Hundredth)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication 
 Spirit of Life, we breathe our lives upon these gifts that they may be become a fertile plain of green life and strengthened hope for all who live in the valley of dry bones. May the wind of your love carry these gifts far beyond us to the places most in need of your compassionate grace. We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Service of Installation of James E. Oleson
Greetings                                                                                                           Association Representative
Presentation                                                                                                                      Council President
Exhortation                                                                                                                              COM Member 
Covenant
	Pastor’s Affirmation
	Congregation’s Affirmation

We, the congregation of St. Paul United Church of Christ, receive Jim as our pastor and teacher, promising to labor with him in the ministry of the gospel and to give him due honor and support. We gather with him and with the United Church of Christ as a sign of our mutual ministry in Christ’s name.  
	Eastern Association Affirmation
Prayer of Installation
Declaration
 *Closing Hymn #383 New Century                                  Come, Let Us Join with Faithful Souls
 *Commission and Benediction
*Christ’s Light Leads Us into the World
 *Congregational Response #207 New Century                                                         Just As I Am
                                                                                                                                               (Verse 1)                                                   
*Ringing of the Bell and Postlude
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903 Meier Road, Old Monroe, Missouri 63369
stpauluccom@gmail.com
Website: stpauluccom.com
636-665-5329

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday: 9:00am – 3:00pm
 Friday: 9:00am - Noon














































It Happens  
Here          St. Paul UCC
	   Weekly Calendar
     March 22nd - March 29th           

March 22nd       Fifth Sunday in Lent
                           Pastor Jim’s Installation
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study
10:30am             Worship
11:30am             Carry in Dinner
                             


[bookmark: _Hlk219898740][bookmark: _Hlk214960898]March 29th        Palm Sunday
  9:15am             Bible/Book Study 
10:30am             Worship
11:30am	 Fellowship Hour 
                             

Looking Ahead
April 2nd 
7:00pm		Maundy Thursday Service
April 3rd
Noon		Good Friday Service
April 5th 
6:30am		Easter Sunrise Service
7:00am-10:00am    Easter Breakfast
10:30am	Easter Service
April 12th 
10:30am	Hymn Sing






________________________________________________________________________________________
OUR GIVING IN 2026
	     Needed weekly to meet our commitments   $2190.29                                                    $ 2190.29
[bookmark: _Hlk217982189]	General Fund Offering March15th                   $   365.00                February Average            $ 1226.25	Stewardship Offering March 15th                    $   100.00                January Average              $ 1478.33
______ __________________________________________________ __ ____________________ ________

HAPPENING IN OUR COMMUNITY`
Sunday, April 12: Sausage & Sauerkraut Dinner at Immanuel UCC in Wright City. Dine in or carry out. Serving from 11:30am to 3:30pm.









         Thank you to all our volunteers!
  
 Greeters/Ushers
 Norma & Karol Keeteman

 Acolyte
 Joyce Noble

 Liturgist
 
 
 Fellowship Hour
 Carry in Dinner
[image: Hand lettering thank you with decorative graphic Clipart PNG | SimilarPNG]
In our prayers … 

[bookmark: _Hlk193704959][bookmark: _Hlk221447813]We continue to keep in our prayers Lauretta, Kristie N., Lynn and Ron D., Ernie M., Eileen T., Chuck and Marlene, Lyle R., Jamie, Nor, Rick C., Bob R., Sandy R., Carolyn M., Kristie N., Jackie and Norma K.

We lift up in our prayers those who need prayers for their long-term circumstances: Carol Jean P.

                                            

REMINDER…Please DO NOT adjust the programmable thermostat in the Sanctuary.

The Worship Committee is looking for a volunteer to be the Communion Stewart. This is a person who prepares Communion on the first Sunday of the month and for special services. Also requires cleaning up and putting away the Communion ware. If there are any questions, please see a Worship Committee member. 
“April Showers bring May Flowers”. During the month of April, the Food Pantry would like to “shower” clients with household cleaning supplies and toiletries. We are asking for donations of these items.  Thank you.                               
                                                                                      Food Pantry Committee                                          
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