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Believing is Seeing!
John 11:17-27, 38-53
By Pastor Donald Neidigk
Series A, Lent 5, March 22, 2026
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. John 11:45-46
	Yogi Berra, remember him?  He was a great baseball player and manager for the Yankees. But maybe he’s most famous for some of his one-liners, like these:
· Baseball is 90% mental and the other half is physical.
· No one goes there nowadays, it’s too crowded.
· A nickel ain’t worth a dime anymore.
	There’s one quote from Yogi Berra that almost sounds like something Jesus says in today’s Gospel lesson. Yogi Berra says, “If I hadn’t believed it, I wouldn’t have seen it!”  Jesus says this, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” (v 40)
	Yogi Berra was referring to an impossible play he’d witnessed in a baseball game. He believed in advance that such a play could happen, so when it happened, he saw it. That’s like miracles, or signs, the Bible calls them.  People who already believe in Jesus see them.  Those who don’t believe in Jesus don’t see them, or they see them, but deny Jesus anyway.
	Miracles are really for believers.  They’re not intended to convince anyone who’s a hardened unbeliever.  As believers in Jesus Christ, we witness his power everywhere and our faith is strengthened.  But if someone is determined to reject Jesus, nothing is going to convince them otherwise. 
For believers, miracles always point us to Jesus.  We might think Jesus did lots of them.  But he didn’t, really. Over his 3½ year ministry, only about 35 miracles are recorded in the four gospels. Some of these might actually be the same miracle recorded more than once with different details. John says there were more, but the ones recorded are all we need to know. (John 20:30-31) That’s because miracles aren’t the main thing.  Faith in Jesus is the main thing.  If Jesus only did a few miracles, that would be plenty. 
If you want to see the Grand Canyon, all it takes is a road map and a couple of signs to get there.  You already know what you’re looking for.  When you arrive, you know you’re there.  It’s the same way if you’re looking for the Savior. All it takes is the Bible to guide you.  When you meet Jesus in its pages, you’ll know he’s the one you’re looking for.  That’s what the resurrection of Lazarus does in today’s gospel lesson. It points us to Jesus the Savior.
Lazarus was the brother of Martha and Mary. All three were close friends of Jesus.  Lazarus had gotten sick. His sisters had sent an urgent message for Jesus to come and heal their brother.  Jesus got the message, but he didn’t show up for four days.  By the time he arrived Lazarus was already dead and buried.
Martha (as well as her sister Mary) scolds Jesus for this.  “If you had been here, my brother would not have died,” Martha says.  But even while she’s scolding Jesus, she’s confessing that she already believes in him. 
“I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus answers her.  “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live . . . .  Do you believe this?” Martha replies, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”  This is Martha’s faith, whether or not Jesus raises her brother from the dead.
Jesus goes to the tomb.  He sees all the sad people.  He weeps.  Then he prays, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me, . . . .  I say this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe you sent me.” (v 41b, 42)  Did you hear that?  Yes, he’s about to do a great miracle, raise Lazarus from the dead.  But that’s not really the point.  Raising Lazarus is a sign to the people that God sent Jesus.  
Jesus orders the stone rolled away from the entrance to the tomb.  Jesus shouts, “Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus does, grave cloths and all.  Nothing like this had ever happened before. But at the word of Jesus, it does.  A dead man is raised to life and restored to his family.
Most of the people who were there and who saw it, as well as we who read about it today, probably find the resurrection of Lazarus a convincing sign that Jesus is the Savior sent from God.  On the other hand, most of the priests and Pharisees had already rejected Jesus and this miracle didn’t change their minds one bit.  It made absolutely no difference for them!  
But for believers, it’s just as Yogi Berra said, “If I hadn’t believed it I wouldn’t have seen it.”  Lazarus’s sisters were already friends of Jesus.  They already believed in him.  Believing in Jesus enabled them to see the miracle and trust him even more.
And that’s what miracles are about, not so much to convince us, but to increase our faith when we learn of them in the Bible or when we personally experience them.  Whichever it is, a true miracle always points us to Jesus.  
 This gospel lesson includes words of prophecy spoken by a man who didn’t believe in Jesus.  The unwitting prophet in this case is Caiaphas, the high priest.  He says something incredibly profound but he’s clueless as to its real significance.
The religious leaders are angry when they hear about the resurrection of Lazarus.  They’re jealous.  They’re afraid.  Their honesty is almost shocking.  They say, “If we let [Jesus] go on like this, everyone will believe in him – (like that’s a bad thing) - and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” (v 48)
That’s their real problem. Their livelihood, their prestige, their temple, their authority – it’s all on the line.  They hold power by an agreement with the Romans.  If they lose control, the Romans will march into town, destroy Jerusalem, torch their temple and maybe kill them.  It was a real fear. 
The more popular Jesus got, the less control the Jewish leaders had.  It’s not a question of whether they were aware of the miracles of Jesus; they knew for a fact he had done them. They knew he was probably the Messiah.  But even if he was, they were determined to shut him up.  If they didn’t shut him up, they’d lose power. 
Who cares if Jesus is the Messiah?  He’s gotta go!  That’s what they were thinking.  So, Caiaphas the high priest makes his famous prophecy, “. . .  it is better for you that one man should die for the people, [than] that the whole nation should perish.”  (v 50)
What do you suppose Caiaphas thought he just said?  He thought he just said, “Let’s kill Jesus so the Romans won’t destroy our people, our nation, and our jobs.  If we kill Jesus everything goes back to normal.”  But prophetically, what Caiaphas said meant something very different.  He was actually speaking gospel.  Here’s what his words really mean:  The death of Jesus will save the people from perishing in their sins. 
Not long after the raising of Lazarus, Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate had Jesus crucified. But Rome destroyed Jerusalem anyway, the exact opposite of what Caiaphas intended.  Even so, all who believe in Jesus – were saved, they were kept from perishing in sin and promised resurrection, like Lazarus.
All of us are sinners.  None of us deserves to be saved.  But God in his love and grace has provided a way of redemption for everyone.  He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die for all, that “whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Whatever our race, our ethnicity, our language – Jesus is the Savior God has provided for everyone.  
That’s why most Christians love the cross.  In our Lutheran churches, you’ll see crosses everywhere!  Try counting all the crosses you see.  A visitor might think we worship the cross. But that’s not it at all.  The cross is a sign, and just like miracles, the cross points us to Jesus.  We close with this.
Yes, Jesus is the truth, the way, that leads you into rest;
Believe in Him without delay, and you are fully blest. Amen.
(from Inspiring Hymns, # 188, by J. H. Stockton)
Series A, Lectionary, Lent 5, March 22, 2026
Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”
Romans 8:1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
John 11:17-27, 38-53
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” . . . 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.

