Series: The Harvest is Plentiful
Sermon: “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”
Primary Texts: Matthew 9:35-38 & Acts 8:26-39

Discussion guide: 
· Share a time in your life where you felt compassion for someone who seemed lost or confused so you tried to show them the way – or vice versa.
· Read Acts 8:26-39
· In v. 26 and v. 29 how does Philip know what he ought to do?
· Does the Lord still lead us to people that way?
· Has this ever happened to you or someone you know? Share
· What can we do to be more open to the Spirit’s leading like this?
· In v. 30-31 the Ethiopian asks a frustrated question. Consider what motivated Jesus’ compassion in Matthew 9:36. Based on these two passages what should cause us to feel compassion?
· What is the Ethiopian asking for?
· What does this teach us about sharing faith?
· Why is it important for us to grow in our knowledge of scripture to answer this call?
· In v. 31-36 what is Philip’s goal?
· How do we meet people where they are at?
· How can we prepare to be able to bring someone from wherever they are at to Jesus?
· Consider where the Ethiopian is going in v. 27 and 28 and his immediate response to Philip in v. 37. What does this tell you about what he’s searching for?
· How do we recognize the longing for God in lost souls?
· In v. 38 it says that Philip baptized him, and he saw him no more – what was Philip’s role in this man’s faith journey? 
· What does this tell us about what we are called to do for people? (consider Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 3:6)
· In v. 39 what did Ethiopian do after being baptized? How is this like the jailer in Acts 16:34 and the woman at the well in John 4:28?
· What does this tell you about the Gospel?
· Even though the harvest is plentiful – why do you think many will reject the Gospel of Jesus Christ? (see Matthew 7:14)

