


All Saints Anglican Church
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Bulletin March 16th, 2026 – March 22nd, 2026




‘The ground we walk does not belong to us; for thousands of years it has been - and remains - the territory of the Stó:lō. We are grateful for their sharing.

Phone: 604-796-3553
Website: www.allsaints-agassiz.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AllSaintsFamily
OUR DOOR IS OPEN AND ALL ARE WELCOME
March 22nd, 2026, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Priest in Charge: The Reverend Philip Barker
Hosts: Graham Featherstone/Jennifer Pinlac
Intercessor: Sheila Barker
Lay Administrator: Dorothy Cresswell
Announcer: Virginia Jennings
Organ/Piano: Francesca Froehlich
Readers: Pam Evans/Fran Froehlich
Vicar’s cell phone: Revd. Philip Barker. 778-867-2461[image: Telephone with solid fill]

Vicar’s Warden: Ginny Jennings. 604-796-2206
People’s Warden: Lynn Laughlin. 604-799-5131
Parish email:   revpb1950@gmail.com
Please contact either warden if you have an issue that needs to be brought to the attention of the Vicar - or contact the Vicar direct (see above for details).

All Saint’s Calendar/Announcements:

· Book Club Zoom meetings will not be held during Lent because several members will be involved in hosting the Soup and Buns sessions on Wednesday evenings. 

Recommended reading during Lent includes "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" by C.S. Lewis, "The Lighthouse" by Michael O'Brien, and "Five Little Indians" by Michelle Good. 

[image: A group of books with a lighthouse

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

These will be discussed at the next meeting on April 8th. Some copies of these books are available to borrow. Please ask Sheila Barker.

· Bible Study with Karol is every Saturday morning 0830-0900 on Zoom.

· Prayer Requests can be given on a piece of paper to either of the Wardens or the Vicar or entered in the Prayer Request Book on the lectern. Alternatively, you can contact Anthea Lewis at antheamlewis@shaw.ca for Pray First Prayer Circle, which is a confidential online prayer circle.

· Music Requests may be given to the Wardens or the Vicar.

· AA meets in the hall every Tuesday and Friday at noon.

· Every Thursday in the hall 1100-1200 we have a social time with coffee, games if you like or just talk.  

· At 1000-1100 on Thursdays there is an Interactive Bible Study on the day’s Lectionary readings.  All are welcome – discover the treasures in this amazing book!  

· 5th Sunday of each month will be a potluck lunch after the service. 


Ministerial Meandering
Fighting Nature

There is a lady who sports a PhD from North Carolina in (probably) Psychology - and is a professor at Northern Illinois University.  I have not named her because there may be others (women) at the same ‘mecca’ of learning with similar credentials, so I can preserve her anonymity.
In November of 2023, she wrote an article in Psychology Today, in which she presented a suggestion of how to be a ‘gender-creative’ parent.  I confess to being not only amazed, but also vaguely terrified.  
Within this publication is the notion that we should keep our new-born baby’s identity hidden from extended family, friends, and others. This practice is designed to keep other people from placing gender-based stereotypes and expectations on the child.  This is called ‘gender conceal’.  
I suppose one can hope that the hospital staff (obstetrician, midwife, etc.,) might be allowed to know - so that they can register the birth as male or female.  Beyond that, it is to be kept a dark secret - even from the child, so he or she - or ‘it’ - has no knowledge of what ‘it’ is.  But I guess you’re not allowed to call it ‘it’, because that would be pejorative, so we come back to the comforting and cuddly ‘they’.  Which means nothing to anyone, and you spend your time looking for the rest of ‘them’.

This poor, lost, and undefined creature is supposed to be happy not to have an identity - so it can find one that suits it.  Today it wants to play with dolls, tomorrow it wants to play with rocks and frogs; today it will have to look into its confusing wardrobe and choose between a dress or a pair of shorts, tomorrow it will have to decide between soccer boots or ballet pumps.
Presumably it will have an indeterminate name - such as ‘Alex’ or ‘Kim’ or ‘Jules’ or Sam - but how will its friends be chosen, how will the (abused) parents be able to decide on where to send it for a pee or poo?  Will it change in the girls or boys locker room?  Does the world wait with baited breath to see if the ‘gender-concealed’ monster’s voice breaks, or whether it has wet dreams or menstruates?

The world has to understand that if this unfortunate person is not ‘affirmed’ in its confusion, we are not doing it any favours, we are not being ‘inclusive’.  But into what sort of society are we trying to ‘include’ such a person?  Do we not attempt to identify with others of our own kind in order to find some sort of kinship, some similar characteristics, to bond?  How lonely can this child get?

The idea, it seems, stems from another ‘illuminatus’ with two X chromosomes, who, in 2011, developed the concept of ‘gender creativity’, used to describe children and adults who live outside of traditional gender binaries.  The book in which this theory is expounded is called ‘Gender Born, Gender Made.’  It is 304 pages long and you can buy it on Amazon - should you wish to.  (Search under ‘Doorstops’.)

I am aware that some people have difficulty with their assigned sex, feel more comfortable if they are cross-dressing, and are happier with a name that will fit the bill whichever way they are identifying today.  But for God’s sake give them a clear starting point!  I had a step-sister who decided she would never discipline her daughter or deny her wishes.  Said daughter grew up confused and vile - until, at the age of 11 years, she grabbed her mother by her shoulders and shook her, screaming in her face, “Why have you never said ‘No!’”
Will we not have an equivalent in any child who is born to be raised ‘gender concealed’?  How have we, as a society, in any way helped such a child as one cited in the above book; ‘…seven-year-old Maggie, who sports a boys’ basketball uniform and a long blond braid, identifies as “a boy in the front, and a girl in the back.”  Last week I ended with a question that I think needs repeating; Whatever happened to competence, compassion, and common sense?

Philip+


[image: Funny face outline with solid fill]A Deep Thought…

Life is 10% of what happens to you and 90% how you react to it.

Birthdays this Month [image: Cupcake with candle and confetti]  March

	Ron Gibson – 11				Keith Fossey – 15
	Douglas MacAdams – 17			Sonja Van Sickle – 22
	Kai Stevenson – 27				Graham Featherstone – 28
	Andrea Hensen – 29			Mariam George – 30


Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We Pray for the Clergy and Congregation: 


The Deanery of Royal City/South Burnaby – The Revd Arvin Amayag, Regional Dean; All Saints, Mission, The Revd Paul Bowie; The Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia and the Yukon

Anglican Church of Canada Cycle of Prayer – We Pray for:

The Rt. Rev. Victor-David Mbuyi Bipungu, Bishop, and the people and clergy of the 
Diocese of Montreal. The elimination of racial discrimination.


Collect 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.


Ezekiel 37:1-14									 Pam Evans

1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’”

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”


Psalm 130

1 	Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord;
2    	 Lord, hear my voice.
           Let your ears be attentive
             to my cry for mercy.

3 	If you, Lord, kept a record of sins,
 	   Lord, who could stand?
4 	But with you there is forgiveness,
  	  so that we can, with reverence, serve you.

5 	I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
 	   and in his word I put my hope.
6 	I wait for the Lord
  	  more than watchmen wait for the morning,
  	  more than watchmen wait for the morning.

7 	Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
   	 for with the Lord is unfailing love
  	  and with him is full redemption.
8 	He himself will redeem Israel
   	 from all their sins.


Romans 8:6-11								Fran Froehlich

6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.


John 11:1-45						Vicar Philip Barker
1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.


Odds and Ends	



Easter Services:

Maundy Thursday – Holy Eucharist at 1600 (4.00 pm), with Washing of the Feet and Stripping of the Altar, followed by Seder Supper in the hall.  (Please sign up).

Good Friday – 1100 Service of Meditation, Music, and Prayer, followed by Hot Cross Buns in the hall.

Holy Saturday – No service.

Easter Sunday – Holy Eucharist at 1000 as usual.



[image: A bowl of soup with toasted bread on a napkin
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Each Wednesday from February 25th through March 25th 

Short Service at 1800 (6:00pm) followed by soup and buns.

1 Volunteer is needed to bring soup for each Wednesday, but 4 soup volunteers are needed on March 18th.

Please reach out to Ginny to sign up to bring soup.
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