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Introduction:


The Four Pages of the Sermon: Paul Wilson
1. T                in the Word.
2. Trouble in the W           .
3. G               in the Word.
4. Grace in the W              .



Q: What is the reason for singing and rejoicing?  
A: Something the LORD has done in the P         and will do in the F           . [v.3 & v.9]



Psalm 98
A psalm.
1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3 He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.

4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5 make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.

7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it.
8 Let the rivers clap their hands,
    let the mountains sing together for joy;
9 let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.



1. Trouble in the Word:
Would you sing and rejoice for God’s J                  ?



9 let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.



2. Trouble in the World:
Why do we N          and D               God’s J              & judgment?
And why are we A               of it?



Justice is getting what you D                 .
Grace is getting what you D                   deserve.



God’s dilemma:
How can God S                His J                 and G                 toward us?
 

Exodus 34:5-7
5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.”



3. Grace in the Word – Theme & Goal:
The L            keeps His C                on the C           , by satisfying His J        and G                .


Covenant:
In the Bible, a covenant is a solemn, BINDING agreement between two parties that establishes a formal relationship with mutual OBLIGATIONS and PROMISES. While similar to a modern contract, it is more deeply personal and relational, often compared to the lifelong commitment of a MARRIAGE.




3 He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.



Psalm  98 is singing Miriam’s song when the LORD remembered His C          and delivered Israel out of Egypt in Exodus 15. Psalm 98, therefore, is rejoicing in God’s justice and grace of the P        .  





The LORD
יְהוָֹה (YHWH) is the C               name by which the God of Israel uniquely identifies Himself. It occurs more than 6,200 times throughout the Old Testament, saturating narratives, law, poetry, and prophecy. Whenever YHWH speaks or acts to preserve, judge, or bless His people, the text often uses this personal name rather than a generic title (God), stressing His intimate relationship with His C                 people.



Love, Mercy, Kindness:
חֵסֵד (chesed) saturates the Hebrew Scriptures as the hallmark of God’s 
C                     character and the standard for covenantal response among His people. Frequently rendered as “loving kindness," it combines steadfast loyalty, mercy, kindness, and relational faithfulness. Of its approximately 247 occurrences, over half lie in the Psalms, yet it shapes every major section of the Old Testament, from the Torah to the Post-Exilic books.



To Judge:
From the outset, judgment is God’s attribute. “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?” (Genesis 18:25). The verb describes the Lord’s own character, vindicating the oppressed, and punishing evil (Exodus 6:6; Deuteronomy 32:36; Psalm 135:14). His judgments establish the terms of the C                   : obedience brings blessing, rebellion invites corrective justice.



Q: How is Psalm 98 fulfilled in Christ?



Mary is singing Psalm 98 at the announcement of the birth of Jesus.  She is singing and rejoicing about God’s justice and grace of the F             .  



In the ancient near east two parties C        a covenant.


Genesis 15:7-18
7 He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”

8 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”

9 So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”

10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half.

12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13 Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.”

17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On that day the LORD cut a covenant with Abram.



Grace in the Word – Theme & Goal:
The L       keeps His C           on the C        , by satisfying His J         and G        .



Grace in the World: Application 1
1. Will you submit yourself before the LORD & receive the gift of the C          ?



Romans 3:23-24
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.



Grace in the World: Application 2
2. How will you E                justice and grace?



4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,
    burst into jubilant song with music;
5 make music to the LORD with the harp,
    with the harp and the sound of singing,
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.
9 let them sing before the LORD,
    for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness
    and the peoples with equity.



Grace in the World: Application 3
3. Will you S          to the LORD a N         song?



1 Sing to the LORD a new song,
    for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm
    have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made his salvation known
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3 He has remembered his love
    and his faithfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
    the salvation of our God.
