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March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church

Welcome & Announcements

Opening Song Set:

Beautiful Savior
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - e,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - o, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!




Have No Fear Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle  flock; have no fear, Iit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-te  flock; have good cheer, It - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up
God, for he stays close be - side you, n
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!
all things works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!
Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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Lord, let my heart be good soil,

o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way. When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,
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Lord, let my heart be good soil.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin
and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. ®He said to me, “*Mortal, can these bones
live2” | answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” 4Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the LORD. °Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live. ¢l will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh
to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and
you shall live, and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

/So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a raftling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. ¢l looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. ?Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10|
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

I"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut
off completely.” ?Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the
Lord GobD: | am going to open your graves and bring you up from your
graves, O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. '3 And
you shall know that | am the LORD when | open your graves and bring you
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up from your graves, O my people. '“| will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that |,
the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11

¢To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. ’/ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ¢and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. 19But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that
dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,

0 , p—
b7 f 3 P — n T f
S I o B S R B
i v o - &
J 1 1
slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.



Holy Gospel John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 2So the sisters
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love isill.” 4But when Jesus
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ¢ after having
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

’Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ¢The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you,
and are you going there againe” ? Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve
hours of daylighte Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. 1°But those who walk at night
stumble because the light is not in them.” 1T After saying this, he told them,
“Qur friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” '2The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '>For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 1Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
I7”When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. '8 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles
away, '?and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them about their brother. 2 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming,
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. ?' Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But
even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, "I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2> Jesus said to
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
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though they die, will live, ¢ and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe thise” 2/ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
22When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 22 And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 3 Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met

him. 3 The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary
get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died.” > When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. *4He said, “Where have you laid
him?" They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 3> Jesus began to

weep. 3¢ So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3/ But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?e”

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. 37 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?"” 4! So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, |
thank you for having heard me. “21 knew that you always hear me, but |
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” 4 When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Children’s Sermon

Sermon
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, each time I tell it more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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1 love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I  love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, 1 sing the new, new song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
ru sing the old, old sto-ry that 1 have loved so long.
Refrain
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.
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Prayer

Lord Jesus, into our dying, sick world, you bring life. Your light is determined
to shine into our darkness. Your life is insistent on bursting the bonds of our
death. Forgive us, Lord Christ, our attempts to secure our lives on our
own—to eat right, to live right, to act right, to think right—rather than rest
secure in your love and grace.

Disrupt our limited notions of just what can and can’t be done in this
world. Open our minds to the surprises that you want to work among us.
Help us to enjoy your creative determination not to let the cross be the
last word on your work. Bring us Easter, even though it is still Lent. Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose
mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all
offenses.

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious
God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious
God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of
the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the
living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your
healing and hope in the world: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding
Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God'’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the
free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In
the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One
who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your
hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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Offering

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 184)
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a [ore - taste of the [feast 1o come.

Offering Prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth
its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Thanksgiving at the Table

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all fo drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Come to the table. Feast on God's goodness and mercy.
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Hymn During Communion: Come Let Us Eat

N Leader or All
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine 18 poured,
3 In Je - sus’ pres - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  word,
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come, let us eat, for the feast 1s spread.
come, let us drink, for the wine 1S poured.
in Je - sus’ pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let take to geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let drink to geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let take to geth - er.
Je - sus’ blood poured et drink to geth - er.
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus 1is en will bring in the king - dom.
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Post Communion Prayer

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the
body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Benediction
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into

existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath
sustains creatfion, bless you now and always. Amen.
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Sending Hymn: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
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1 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, as sol - diers of the cross,
2 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; the trum - pet call o - bey;
3 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, stand in his strength a - lone;
4 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, the strife will not be long;
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liftt  high his roy - al ban - ner; it must not suf - fer loss.
stand forth in might-y con - flict in this his glo-rious day.
the arm  of flesh will fail you, you dare not trust your own.
this day the din of bat - tle, the next the vic-tor’s song.
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From vic - try un - to  vic - try his ar - my he shall Ilead,
Let all  his faith-ful serve him a - gainst un - num-bered foes;
Put on the gos-pel ar - mor; each piece put on with prayer.
The sol - diers, o - ver - com - ing, their crown of life shall see,
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till ev - ry foe is van-quished and Christ is Lord in - deed.
let cour - age rise with dan - ger, and strength to strength op - pose.
Where du - ty calls or dan - ger, be nev - er want - ing there.
and with the King of glo - ry shall reign e - ter - nal - ly.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

Midweek Holden Evening Prayer Service: March 25 at 5:30.

Friends in Faith: All elementary aged children are invited for an afternoon
for faith and fun at the church hosted by Lutheran Lakeside Camp on
March 22nd from 2-5 pm. We will have games, camp style worship, crafts
and snacks. Let Pastor Kim know if you are interested!

Women's Soul Care Café: On March 28 from10am-12pm we will be
partnering with First Christian church to host a time for women in our
community to get away and engage in some sacred self-care!l Learning,
conversation, and some hands-on activities! It is $10 for supplies and
snacks and can be paid for at the door. Please bring a friend! Contact
Pastor Andrea Brownlee to RSVP 515-259-1982

Sign up for Easter Lilies: Please sign up to order your Easter Lilies today.
Each plant is $20 and the sign-up sheet and envelopes are on the table in
the fellowship hall.

Singers Wanted! We need singers for 2 group performances. We will be
singing on Easter (April 5) and Good Shepherd Sunday (May 3). Practice
after Lenten services on Wednesday evenings. See you there.

Stuff the Altar! We will be stuffing the altar during Lent but with a twist, this
time we will be collecting NEW items for Mt. Olivet Sleep Space. Please
show your support by purchasing a new bedding item and bringing it
during Lent to stuffing the altar.

Holy Humor Sunday: Sunday, April 12 bring a joke to share in worship!
Aftend a Stop the Scammers Event: Tuesday, April 14 from 8:30am-
11:30am at Hotel Patee - A light meal will be provided. Reservations are
required! Join the lowa Department of Insurance & Financial Services and
AARP for a FREE educational Stop the Scammers event! Con artists target
people aged 60 and older, swindling millions of Americans out of almost
$28.3 billion each year*. Don’'t become another statistic and protect
yourself from fraud. Our team of fraud fighters has compiled real-world tips
and tools that can help protect you and your loved ones

Register online at iowafraudfighters.gov/stop-the-scammers-event

Office Hours: Pastor Kimberly is in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays.
Thursdays she will be splitting her time between Immanuel and Mt. Olivet,
so if you would like to see her on that day, please call ahead so she can
be sure to be in town. You can call the church number (515) 465- 5298
and it will ring to Pastor’s cell phone if she is not in the office.
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