March 22nd, 2026
Theme

Jesus weeps with his children.

Object
A small, clear bottle with a little water in it.

Scripture
John 11:1-45
Children's Sermon: Jesus Heals a Blind Man (John 9:1-13)

In the book of Psalms, David asked God to put his tears in a bottle. (Psalm 56:8)
Do you see this little bottle?2 | call it "My Tears Bottle." These aren't real tears, it's
just water, but it reminds me of the times that | have cried real tears. Now, | don't
know that God keeps our tears in a bottle like this one, but | do believe that God
sees our tears and hears us when we cry.

Do you ever crye Of course you do. What is something that makes you cry?
(Allow responses.)
| made a list of some things that make us cry.

Raise your hand if you've ever fallen down and hurt yourself so badly that you
cried. (Allow responses.)

Raise your hand if you ever have been so sad that you cried. (Allow responses.)
Raise your hand if someone hurt your feelings and you cried. (Allow responses.)
Raise your hand if you've ever cried because someone else was crying. (Allow
responses.)

We all cry, don't we?2 Did you know that Jesus cried? The shortest verse in the
entire Bible says, "Jesus wept." | know of at least three things that made Jesus
cry.

The Bible tells us that Jesus cried when He prayed for others. It says, "While Jesus
was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears."
(Hebrews 5:7 NLT)

The Bible also tells us that Jesus cried when He saw people who were missing out
on what God wanted for them. Luke tells us that as Jesus approached
Jerusalem and saw the city, He wept over it and said, "l wish that even today
you would find the way of peace. But now it is too late, and peace is hidden
from you." (Luke 19:41-42 NLT)

Another time, the Bible tells us that Jesus cried when friends of His were hurting.
Jesus had a friend named Lazarus who became very sick. His sisters, Mary and
Martha, sent word to Jesus and asked Him to come and heal Lazarus, but when
Jesus arrived, Lazarus had already died. The Bible tells us that when Jesus saw



Mary weeping because her brother had died, He cried too. That isn't all that
Jesus did; listen to what happened next.

Jesus went with Mary and Martha and some others to visit the grave where
Lazarus was buried. It was a cave with a large stone across the entrance. When
they arrived at the tomb, Jesus said to some of the men who were with them,
"Take away the stone." Then Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"
And Lazarus walked out of the grave. | imagine that when she saw that, Mary's
tears of sadness turned to tears of joy.

We all cry, and | am glad that we have a Savior who weeps too. | am glad that
He loves us so much that He hurts when we are hurting. He feels our pain. He
sees our tears and He keeps our tears in a bottle.

Dear Jesus, it is comforting to know that when we cry, You cry with us. But it is
even more comforting to know that You have power over death and the grave
and that one day we will be in heaven with You--and then there will be no more
tears. In Jesus' name, amen



Jars of Tears Craft

Supplies List:
-Bible -Small bottles -Metallic confetti -A “Jar of Tears” tag for each child -Scissors
-Hole punch -Thin ribbon

Get Ready: Photocopy and cut apart the tags from the “Jar of Tears” handout
so each child has a tag.

Do This: Read aloud Psalm 56:8. Then help children follow these steps to make a
“Jar of Tears.”

-Fill your jar with confetti to represent tears.

-Put the stopper in the bottle.

-Punch a hole in the “Jar of Tears” tag.

-Thread ribbon through the tag and tie it onto your bottle.

SAY: Take this home to remind you that Jesus weeps with His children. And He
loves you so much that He keeps your tears in a bottle because your tears are
precious to Him.






JAR OFTEARS TAGS

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM S4B

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588
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God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:8

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:8

God has collected
all my tears.
PEALM 56:8

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:3
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God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 56:8

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PEALM 588

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548

oVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVoVo)

God has collected
all my tears.
PSALM 548




Jesus Raises Lazarus
Coloring Page




Jesus Heals a Blind Man
Crossword

JeSUS Raises Lazarus [rom (ne Dead

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.”
John 11:25 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 11:1-45 (NIV).
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