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Welcome to Saint Paul!  
We are happy to have you here! 

 

How to know when to stand, sit, or speak 
Whenever you see an asterisk (*) at a heading, you are invited to stand as you are able. 

You are not required to stand, so if, for health or emotional reasons you cannot or do 

not wish to stand, that is okay.  

You are invited to speak the words printed in bold type. 

 
How to sing hymns in harmony 
To save space in printing the bulletin, we usually limit what is printed to the melody. If 

you’d like to sing in harmony, the hymn numbers are listed in our bulletin so you can 

open the red books in the pews (called ELWs).  
 
We are an Open Communion Congregation 
This means that any Christian who has received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism is invited 

to receive Holy Communion.  
 
How to financially support us 

Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside 

door to Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex 

near the entrance of the sanctuary. 

 
A note on Communion Wafers 

To topple barriers that prevent participation in worship, we want to make it 

possible for individuals with Celiac Disease or gluten intolerance to be able to 

eat the Body of our Lord. Our default wafers are made by Parish Crossroads 

and are known as “Low Gluten Wafers” because they contain trace amounts of 

gluten. However, the wafers are tested at least once a year for how much 

gluten is in them. Since 2020, the wafers have routinely tested to contain 

15ppm gluten or less (The US FDA defines most food products with 20ppm or less as “gluten 

free”). Use the QR Code and look for the link that gives the most recent test results. 

If you still have concerns, we have some truly gluten-free wafers available upon request.  

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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Gathering 
The Gathering for worship began when you started readying yourself for worship 

 

An Introduction to the day  
During Lent we remember our baptism and journey toward Easter. In today’s gospel, Jesus calls Lazarus 

out of the tomb, revealing God’s power over death. Today’s stories speak to all who feel surrounded by 

loss or longing for new life. In baptism we are joined to Christ’s death and raised with him to live again. 

As we prepare for Easter, Christ meets us here – breathing new life into us and sending us to share that 

hope with the world.   
 

Prelude – Out of consideration for our musicians, please refrain from talking during the prelude. You are 

encouraged to use this time to breathe and center yourself. 
 

 

Confession and forgiveness (Remain seated) 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 

Silently consider one way you need God’s mercy today. 
 

P: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 

Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water 

Christ offers: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and 

hope in the world: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to 

come forth to life: Gracious God, 
A: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of 

God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead 

dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn “Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand”                     (ACS 1024) 

 
 

 
 

 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  A: And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you.      A: And also with you  

P: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. A: Amen. 
 
 

Word 
Listen for how God is speaking to you in the readings 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

Judea had suffered a catastrophic military defeat: Jerusalem had been sacked; the temple – the dwelling 

place of the LORD – had been looted and destroyed; the cream of the population had been carried off 

in exile to Babylon. The nation and the exiles considered themselves as good as dead, and the promises 

of God to keep the people of Israel safe and to speak through them to all the nations seemed to have 

been rendered null and void. 
 

1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said 

to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said 

to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 

you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover 

you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 

the LORD.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 

a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but 
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there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, 

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, 

a vast multitude. 

  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore 

prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD when I open your graves and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 

I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and 

will act, says the LORD.”                     L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM 130                    (chanted to Tone 9) 

Like the first reading, this psalm begins as the song of people who feel abandoned by God, but ends in 

consolation and hope. 
 

 
 

 1 Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O Lord; 

 2 O Lord, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 3 If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O Lord, | who could stand? 

 4 Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared. R 

 5 I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 

  with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8 For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins. R 
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Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
All of this week’s readings revolve around a contrast between being dead and being alive. Paul uses that 

language to contrast condemnation under the law with freedom under the Spirit. 

 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 

Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 

who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 

his Spirit that dwells in you.         L: The word of the Lord. A: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
*Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45 
During Lent this year we read stories from John in which Jesus makes claims about himself which 

provide rich connections with baptism. In earlier weeks, those connections included the images of new 

birth, living water; and illumination. Now the baptismal image is resurrection, already begun in this life. 

In this story we are nearing Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem; the raising of Lazarus is the last straw 

which convinces Jesus’ enemies that Jesus is a dangerous figure who must be destroyed in order to keep 

the nation safe from the calamity of rebellion against Rome. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eleventh chapter.   
A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
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her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said 

to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 

again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 

the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at 

night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our 

friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples 

said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 

his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said 

to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again 

in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives 

and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got 

up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at 

the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 

consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 

was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
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brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to 

weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 

he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 

man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 

of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 

thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When 

he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

  45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did 

believed in him.                  P: The gospel of the Lord.  A: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 

*Hymn Of the Day: “Martha, Mary, Waiting, Weeping”         

 

 
 

*Invitation to Baptism 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

*Prayers of Intercession  
 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world 

and its needs. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe 

into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O 

God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those 

who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where 

biodiversity thrives especially Rothrock State Forest and the Scotia Barrens. Hear us, O 

God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free 

all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to 

safety. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so 

many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 

A: Your mercy is great. 

L: We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. 

Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 

A: Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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L: We offer our thanksgiving for Jonathan Edwards, Mabel Witherite, and all people who 

have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us 

up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

L: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

A: Amen. 
 

*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  A: And also with you.  

 
Meal 

Offering 
 
 
 

Musical Offering 
 

Offertory: “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                      (ELW 188) 

 

 

 
 

*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all 
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creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, 

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  A: Amen. 

 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
* DIALOGUE 

 

 

 

 
 

*PREFACE  
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus 

 

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P: Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, 

together with rivers and seas, wells and springs 

we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert, 

and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 

who joined us in our desert, pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Together we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
A: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
A: Amen, come Lord Jesus. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 

and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 

wash away our sin, 

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
A: Amen, come Holy Spirit. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
A: Amen. 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those  

who sin against us. 
Lead us not into time of trial,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
forever and ever. Amen.  

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
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*Lamb of God  

 

 
Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. L: The blood of Christ, shed for you.  A: Amen.  
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Communion Hymn: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you, body, 

mind, and soul, now, and unto eternal life. A: Amen 
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*Post-Communion Canticle – “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”      (ELW 313) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 

souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your 

love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  A: Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

*Sending of communion 
The Pastor prays a prayer for members to bring communion to fellow Christian siblings who 

could not attend worship this morning.  
 
 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  

 

*Charge to the People 
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*Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, ☩ 

and the Holy Spirit.  A: Amen. 
 
 

*Sending hymn: “ Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”                              (ELW 816) 

 

 
 

Dismissal  
L: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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Important Dates 
 

Wednesday, March 25th—Holden Evening Prayer—6pm 

Sunday, March 29th—Palm & Passion Sunday 

Thursday, April 2nd—Commandment Thursday—7pm 

Friday, April 3rd—Good Friday—7pm 

Saturday, April 4th—The Great Vigil—7pm 

Sunday, April 5—Sunrise Service—6:30AM? 

Sunday, April 5—Easter Service—10AM 
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Daily Readings for the week 

 

Sunday, March 22    Thursday, March 26 

Ezekiel 37:1-14     1 Samuel 16:11-13 

Psalm 130 (5)     Philippians 1:1-11 

Romans 8:6-11    Psalm 31:9-16 

John 11:1-45 

 

Monday, March 23        Friday, March 27 

1 Kings 17:17-24    Job 13:13-19 

Acts 20:7-12     Philippians 1:21-30 

Psalm 143     Psalm 31:9-16 

  

Tuesday, March 24    Saturday, March 28 

2 Kings 4:18-37    Lamentations 3:55-66 

Ephesians 2:1-10    Mark 10:32-34 

Psalm 143     Psalm 31:9-16 

 

Wednesday, March 25 

Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 

Matthew 22:23-33 

Psalm 143 
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Serving Today 
Presiding Minister...……………………………………… Pastor Paul Tomkiel 

Assisting Minister…………………………………….…… Art Reede 

Musician..…………………………………………….............Michelle McMullen 

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Delorse Homan 

Reader……………………………………………………………Ann Reede 
  

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

[Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Conestoga-Susquehannock people, where 

we gather. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings 

who have and continue to care for this place – this land – and call it their home. 

Find out more about the Conestoga-Susquehannock at www.conestogasusquehannocktribe.com  
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