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*STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

P: Welcome to the weary and the worn. 

C: Welcome to the wiggly and the eager. 

P: Welcome to the skeptical and the seeking. 

C: Welcome to the early risers and those still trying to wake up. 

P: Welcome to the rule followers and the rule breakers. 

C: Welcome to those hungry for justice and those desperate for mercy. 

P: Welcome to the sinners and the saints. 

C:  This is God’s house. 

P: You can make yourself at home here. 

C:  Let us worship our just, merciful, and faithful God! God! Amen! 
 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)      CCLI 4768151   
      
Verse 1: Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

Verse 2: 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
 

 

Chorus: My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love amazing grace 
 

 

Verse 3: The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures (Chorus) 
 

Verse 4: The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine, Will be forever mine 

You are forever mine (Chorus) 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Jesus once said to a crowd, “Let anyone among you who is without 

sin be the first to throw a stone.” 

Friends, none of us are without sin. None of us get it right all 

the time. None of us can get by without God’s grace. In the Prayer 

of Confession, we acknowledge this truth. We put down our stones 

and we turn to God for forgiveness. Join me in this act of 

transformation. 

Let us pray: 

 

C: Holy God, we love to live our lives by the rules. We love clear 

answers. We love right and wrong. We love swift justice. We love to 

pick up stones, but you show us another way. You welcome shades 

of gray and nuanced conversation. You prioritize mercy over 

legality. You prioritize people over tradition. You prioritize love over 

everything. Forgive us for losing sight of what truly matters. Forgive 

us for clinging tighter to laws than to each other or to you. Forgive 

us. Soften our hearts. Root us in mercy, justice, and love. With hope 

for a better tomorrow, we pray. Amen. 

 

P: Church family, Jesus saw a crowd ready to throw stones and invited 

them to choose another way. Jesus offered them grace, mercy, 

and compassion, and the same can be said for us. So hear and 

believe the good news of the gospel: 

C; Our God is a God of mercy. Our God is a God of compassion. Our 

God is a God of grace. We are forgiven, loved, and invited to 

choose another way. Thanks be to God for yet another second 

chance. Amen! 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also, with you.  

 

P: Let us pray: 

Holy One, when you speak, we don’t want to miss it. When you 

bend down and write in the dirt, when you move through the trees, when 

you wake with the dawn, when you tug on our heart, or whisper into our 

dreams, we don’t want to miss it. So today we pray, clear out the 

cobwebs in our ears. Quiet the steady stream of thoughts marching 

through our minds. Open up space in our hearts so that we can receive 

your word for us today. With hope we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM 

 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  JOHN 8: 2-12 

Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, 

and he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees 

brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and, making her stand 

before all of them, they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the 

very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone 

such women. Now what do you say?” They said this to test him, so that they 

might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with 

his finger on the ground. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up 

and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw 

a stone at her.” And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. When 

they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders, and Jesus 

was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and 

said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, 

“No one, sir.”[a] And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and 

from now on do not sin again.”] 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

A: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN%208%3A%202-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26382a
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*GOSPEL 

MATTHEW 23:23 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 23rd chapter, beginning with the 

23rd verse. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin 

and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 

faith. It is these you ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. 

 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY                The Church of Christ, in Every Age         ELW 729 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*STATEMENT OF FAITH 

P:  Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead; on the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A:  Loving God, you know all of us. You know our fears and our dreams, our hopes 

and our longings, our grief and our joy. You know the words that are on our 

tongue before we can even say them, so today we come to you unfiltered. 

Today, we bring you our full honesty, trusting that you meet us here with grace 

and love. 

 

Holy God, we admit that mercy, justice, and faithfulness often get tangled up in 

our minds. We want to do the right thing, which feels like justice. However, 

sometimes we go about justice with a blunt sword, failing to practice mercy.  So 

as Jesus did with the crowds that day, help us to root ourselves in the best of 

these practices. Untangle these threads of our faith and show us how to hold 

them all. 

 

Spark a fire in our hearts for justice, mercy, and righteousness.  

Justice for the oppressed, justice for the overlooked, justice for our 

neighbors, justice for those not given a voice. Mercy for the ones who are 

doing their best with what they have. Remind us that our faith invites us to 

love as you love, and to forgive as you forgive. 

 

Show us how to put down our stones. Show us how to forgive ourselves for 

our own wrong. Show us how to empathize with the other, putting 

ourselves in their shoes. 

 

Maybe there will be a day when we can all gather at the table and break 

bread together. Maybe there will be a day when justice, mercy, and 

righteousness feel like a mighty flowing stream. Until that day, we will continue to 

look for your words in the dirt. We will continue to listen for your deep truth. Until 

that promised day, we will continue to bring you our unfiltered honesty. Until that 

promised day, we will continue to pray for our neighbor. 

Today, we pray for. Rosemary Rizzo, Tony Rizzo, Erin Jankowski, Dee 

Marinov, John Veihdeffer, Sarah Burke, and all those we name in our 

hearts. 

 

And as you do, we ask that we might be transformed. As you do, we ask that 

we might bend toward love and move toward compassion. As you do, we ask 

that you might soften our hearts. Until your promised day, when all are cared for 

and seen, this will be our prayer. 

C: Amen. 

PEACE 

P: The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also, with you.    

P:  Let us share God’s peace with each other now. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING AND SETTING THE TABLE 

 

*OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.  

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your 

Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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Words of Institution 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Loving God, set a fire in our hearts for justice, mercy, and righteousness. And as 

you do, we will join our voices together to pray the words your son taught us to 

pray, saying… 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: We believe in a table-setting God 

C: who always has a seat saved for you. 

P: We believe in an inviting God 

C: who leaves the porch light on and a hand extended. 

P: We believe in a radically welcoming God 

C: who eats with the overlooked and the outcast, the hungry and the downtrodden. 

P: We believe in the good news of the gospel, which reminds us 

C: That all are welcomed, all are celebrated, all are loved, and all are claimed. 

P: Pull up a seat at God’s table. 

C: There is good news to be shared here. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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*PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

  

P: And now may this, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, strengthen and keep you 

in his grace forever. 

C: Amen. 

A: Loving God, In a world racked with fear, you gather us together. You set the 

table. You meet us here. You nourish our bodies as you nourish our spirits. You 

remind us that this is a joyful feast, and that fear cannot win every time. So with 

renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction, send us out 

into the world. Help us to feed others as you have fed us. With gratitude we 

pray, 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING 

*BLESSING 

P: As you leave this place, when you meet anger, speak with love. When you meet 

fear, speak with hope. When you meet pain, speak with gentleness. But no 

matter what, speak this good news. For the good news of the gospel is love and 

justice for all. It is joy that surprises, and nonviolence that transforms. The good 

news of the gospel is alive in the world, so go forth speaking. For if you won’t, 

then who will? Thanks be to God for this good, good news. 

C: Amen. 

 

  
*SENDING HYMN                     Let Streams of Living Justice         ELW 710 

NEXT PAGE 

 

 
         DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Show Christ's love to the world. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

        POSTLUDE 
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